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SERMONS AT SAINT MARK’S 
 

THE VERY REV. STEVEN L. THOMASON, DEAN AND RECTOR 
THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, AUGUST 19, 2018 

PROVERBS 9:1-6; PSALM 34:9-14; EPHESIANS 5:15-20; JOHN 6:51-58 

PSALMS FOR TODAY 
 

Brunei at just face value, would we? Nor neither should 

we the psalms. So, if they bring you up short in some 

way, think about what’s underneath it. Why is it under 

your skin in some way.  
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Behold, how good it is when kindred live in unity! 

It is like fine oil upon the head, running down on the 

beard of Aaron.

Can you hear the gift of abundance that comes in that 

brief psalm? Can you hear the life as it should be? As 

God intends it to be for us. And the image of decadent 

oil, fragrant, sacramental just brings it up for us 

poetically. 

But then there are the lament psalms, several of them, 

many of us will find them more troublesome to 

apprehend in our lives. The words and sentiments of the 

lament psalms will likely ring hollow for you if you are 

living along some stretch of orientation in your life in 

which affluence and self-sufficiency rule your day.  

If your work or your health or your family life are 

deeply satisfying to you in the moment, you feel like 

everything is peachy, but we all know there comes a 

time in life when all is not peachy. When all is not rosy. 

Maybe then, the lament psalms will speak to your soul. 
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i Of course, this is our Christian lens of reading the psalms. 
ii The St. Helena Psalter. Inclusive language, even if some 

poetic beauty is lost in translation. slechurch.org/wp-

content/uploads/2013/10/The-St-Helena-Psalter-CA1.doc 

 

 

 

 

 

The King James Version of the Psalter. More traditional. 

http://www.episcopalnet.org/1928bcp/Psalter/kjv.html 

The Coverdale Psalter. 

http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bcp/1928/Psalms.htm  
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