SERMONS AT SAINT MARK’S

THE REV. CRISTI CHAPMAN, CURATE
THE DAY OF PENTECOST, MAY 20, 2018
ACTS 2:1-21; PSALM 104:25-26, 28-32, 35; ROMANS 8:22-27; JOHN 15:26-27; 16:4B-15

THE UNBROKEN CIRCLE

John 15:26-27; 16:4B-15 []Jesus said to his disciples, "When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you
from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to
testify because you have been with me from the beginning.

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to him
who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?” But because I have said these things to you,
sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if
I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes,
he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not
believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he
will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he
will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and
declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and
declare it to you.]

Some 1,300 feet below sea level and five I know at least a few of you have made that
miles from the Dead Sea is a place called journey. Two years ago, several of us from
Bethany-Beyond-the-Jordan. Tradition the Diocese made that journey, too.

says this is the place where Jesus was The day we visited was unusually warm
baptized. For generations, pilgrims have
flocked to this holy site to be cleansed and

renewed by the living waters of the Jordan.

day for January. While snow threatened
Jerusalem, the lowland desert offered us a
preview of another season: summer.



When we arrived, many of us Seattleites
were unprepared for such intensity. It
didn’t take long for us to seek solace from
the afternoon heat by wading into the
cold, muddy waters of the Jordan. But the
weather was not the only intense
experience that day.

Along with the heat, an inexplicable joy
permeated the air. Hundreds of fellow
pilgrims from all around the world lined
the river banks. Many who were about to
be baptized wore dazzling white linen
robes. Many more sang and rejoiced in
their native languages. Even though we
couldn’t understand the words, somehow
we knew the language everyone was
speaking. It was the same language welling
up in us, too. That language was none
other than the unfettered joy of the Holy
Spirit breaking into all of our hearts and
calling us to be Jesus’s people in the world.
That January day, along the banks of the
Jordan  River, another  Pentecost
happened. The Holy Spirit whispered her
call to us just as she had with Peter and

disciples so long ago.

Today, that same Holy Spirit descends
upon us, beckoning the Church into a
deeper, more faithful existence. Today, we
celebrate that Spirit of Truth, even as we
wonder how she is pleading with us to
continue as Christ’s church in the world.

Isee John 20:17.

John’s Gospel gives us context. This
morning’s passage is taken from Jesus’s
final discourse with his disciples. In this
last teaching before his passion, Jesus tells
his friends, “when the Advocate comes,
whom I will send to you, this Spirit of
Truth will bear witness on my behalf.”
Then he goes on, “it is to your advantage
that I go away, for if I do not, the Advocate
will not come to you. But if I go, I will send
him to you.” Jesus’s strange and
disconcerting language doesn’t end there.
Later, when Mary Magdalene arrives at
the empty tomb, she encounters the Risen
Jesus. Before she can even touch him,
Jesus tells her not to hold on to him.!
Doing so will interfere with what’s next:
Jesus’s return to the Father and our
subsequent transformation.

All talk of leaving and sending must have
been distressing for the disciples. In their
confusion, I imagine the them asking
many questions. Who was this Advocate?
How could anyone else, let alone a spirit,
take the place of their beloved friend and
teacher? Wasn’t it better for them if they
could just grab onto Jesus so he would
stick around? No wonder Jesus focused so
much on letting go! It was just as hard for
the disciples to let go as it is for us.

What the disciples didn’t understand then
is also what many of us struggle with now.



God has always had a plan, and that plan
has always involved Jesus. Pentecost is not
some isolated event disconnected from
the rest of God’s interaction with creation.
Instead, Pentecost is a continuation of
God’s saving action in the world through
Jesus.

Laurence Stookey says that Pentecost is a
summarizing event, not an inaugural one.
Pentecost is a direct response to and a
continuation of Easter.” At the Pentecost,
God finds a totally new way for Risen
Jesus to exist. That new existence, unlikely
as it seems, transcends beyond a single
human life. That new way of being is
called “Church,” and the Church is
formed when Holy Spirit binds us
together into a single unifying force.
Stookey goes on to say that it is the
“church, not the individual, [that becomes
the] irreducible unit of Christianity.”
That single unifying force is the way God
ensures the Risen Jesus is present on earth
and in each of us. In just a few minutes, we
will welcome four more human beings
into the ranks of that Risen Body of
Christ. They will join alongside us and
generations of others who have and are yet
to come in the work of God in Christ.

So what is the Church called to do,
especially in this particular moment? Put

2L aurence Stookey, Calendar: Christ’s Time for the
Church, (Nashville: Abingdon, 1996), 73.
®Ibid, 76.

very simply, it is called to hope. But this is
no ordinary hope, and its critically
important to be clear about about this.

The Church is not called to practice naive
optimism that advocates for a future
based what is already known. Nor is the
church called to act with the kind of
hubris that says we know with certainty
what will happen and to hell with anyone
else who disagrees with us. Paul clearly
warns us about this, and says anything
already known or seen can never be
defined as hope.

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry puts it
more pointly. He says the nightmare of
our making, the nightmare born from our
insistence, will always disrupt the dream
of God.*

Unfortunately, we know all too well about
that nightmare. Each day another school
shooting is happens, the nightmare of our
blind optimism and inaction becomes
more clear. Every day another person
loses housing and adds to growing crisis
unfolding in our city, the nightmare of our
hubris,
indifference is revealed more clearly.

So what kind of hope is the Church called
to practice instead? It is, as Paul, points

collective selfishness, and

out, a kind of hope based on what is not

“The Most Rev. Michael Curry often uses this
language in his sermons. That language is taken, in part, from
Verna Dozier’s the Dream of God (Seabury Books, 2006).



yet known or seen by human beings. That
kind of hope imagines a future grounded
in infinite possibility where something
completely new and beyond our
expectation will happen. That kind of
hope only finds its origins in God.
Miroslav Volf puts it eloquently. He says
that kind of “hope is love stretched into
the future.”™ As Paul reminds us, we must
wait for that kind of hope with a strong

dose of patience and fortitude.

The principle work of the Church to make
visible the risen Body of Christ. For that to
happen, the Church must continue
tirelessly to ensure the healing and
reconciliation of all people. That happens
when the Church seeks justice by calling
out systems that perpetuate systemic and
individual oppression. That happens
when the Church acts with mercy,

ministering to anyone on the margins

5Miroslav Volf,
https://huwhumphreys.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/miroslav_v
olf-human-flourishing.pdf, 1.)

S

UL

who society otherwise tries to deport from
existence. That happens when the Church
abides in the love God and invites the
whole creation to share in that same
abiding love. That is and will always be the
work of the Church.

Look around. You are the risen body of
Christ. You are Church. Today, like every
day, the Holy Spirit beckons all of us to be
Church and to bring Church into her
deeper existence. New life springs up from
the depths of the earth and of our own
human experience. New life springs up
from of the waters of baptism and out of
the empty tomb. The Holy Spirit pulls us
up out the depths and knits us together
into one body. That one body is none
other than the Risen Body of Jesus
bringing to completion what God has
begun. For that, let us rejoice and be glad.

SAINT MARK’S

Saint Mark’s Cathedral lives in a grounded faith and spirituality; we seek to liberate people for ministry. We are grounded in ancient
Christian scripture and tradition while at the same time remaining open to the insight and truth of contemporary life. You'll find Saint
Mark’s Cathedral actively involved in service and outreach to our community. Together we pray, worship, study the scriptures, and

explore the richness of twenty-one centuries of Christian experience. Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here!
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