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We gather in prayer to experience God and to seek spiritual renewal and direction .

We offer diverse worship services that engage people through liturgy, spoken word, and music .

We create faith formation opportunities that invite people to grow, wherever they are on their journey of faith .

We build a vibrant community life by sharing our stories and nurturing our relationships .

We practice Christ’s message of justice in all of our  
ministries through service to others .

Our spiritual practices include: daily prayer, weekly worship, regular study, serving others, taking Sabbath time for renewal, 
practicing hospitality to all, generous, joyful giving from, what we have been given .

Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral strives to be:

A house of prayer for all people, where we 
worship God and proclaim the reconciling 
Gospel of Jesus Christ .

A loving, welcoming, inclusive community 
that nurtures faith, encourages service, and 
integrates social and environmental justice 
into our lives .

A sacred gathering place for the Diocese of 
Olympia and the broader community in 
times of crisis, sorrow, and celebration .

WHO WE ARE

I WANT TO LEARN MORE 
New to Saint Mark’s? Welcome! We hope you will take the time to fill out a newcomer card and let us know 
how we can serve you . Been around for a while and want to go deeper? Great!

There is information about Saint Mark’s in the entryway to the main worship space and on the website, 
saintmarks.org . We are happy to answer questions either through the monthly newcomer coffee hours after 
the 11 a .m . service, quarterly newcomer brunches, or one-on-one with a member of the clergy or staff .

Subscribe to Saint Mark’s weekly e-newsletter, Sundays & Beyond, at saintmarks.org/subscribe. 

Contact us at newcomers@saintmarks.org and we’ll connect you with others in the parish .

WHAT WE DO



The late dean of Salisbury Cathedral, Sydney Evans, once 
wrote: [a cathedral is] “built to provide a canopy over the acts 
of a worshipping community of believers, an organization of 
space in which movement and music, word and sacrament, 
can be presented with dignity befitting an action which is 
nothing less than a celebration of the Christian understanding 
of the meaning and mystery of being alive and being human. 
A cathedral is a theatre for a kind of liturgical dance to the 
music of time and the hidden harmonies of God.”

This description captures so much of the character of Saint 
Mark’s Cathedral in Seattle, forged as a beacon of hope on 
the hill, a gathering place expansive enough for folks to ex-
plore the meaning and mysteries of life here . This past year 
has brought that purpose into focus for me more than ever 
before, and I am so very grateful for the privilege of serving 
as cathedral dean in this place . 

I have a keen sense these days that the Spirit is moving here, 
nourishing those who gather in Gods name, while challeng-
ing us, too . As Presiding Bishop Curry said in the nave last 
June: following Jesus can be difficult at times, but it is also 
the means by which we come to know the loving, liberating, 
life-giving gift of God in our lives . And it is our message to 
share with the world as good news for all . This is the heart of 
the “liturgical dance” we do as a cathedral community, and 
it finds expression in so many ways . 

In the pages bound into the Annual Report of Saint Mark’s 
Cathedral, we are offered several glimpses of that dance that 
enlivens the community that gathers here and the ways we 
reach out to the broader diocese and the region . I am thank-
ful for all who take your places in this work . In it all, we are 

striving to be faithful to this vocation as cathedral and par-
ish church, two parts of a whole . By its nature, Saint Mark’s 
Cathedral is a diverse enterprise, drawing inspiration from 
all who take their place in the Body of Christ formed here .

Dean Evans went on to say: “A cathedral is both a protest 
and a proclamation...a protest against all ideologies and po-
litical systems which deny or diminish the spirituality, dignity 
and true liberty of human persons, and a proclamation of the 
Christian Way as an invitation to pilgrimage, an offered route 
by which human beings can find help in their search for the 
answer to their fundamental questions: ‘Who am I?’ ‘What 
may I hope?’ ‘What should I do?’”        

Together we wrestle with such questions, or in our Anglican 
way of saying it—we are living the questions . It is holy work, 
and I delight in taking my place in this beautiful community . 
As we turn into the new year, I look forward with anticipa-
tion to all that we are being called to be and do . 

Blessings and peace,

 

The Very Rev. Steven L. Thomason,
Dean & Rector
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CATHEDRAL WORSHIP
This Cathedral exists for several purposes, but central to it all 
is “worship” whereby we engage God, ourselves, others and 
all creation as we sing our praises and find spiritual nourish-
ment to be the Body of Christ in the world . In 2018, more 
than 40,000 people passed through the doors, with six ser-
vices on Sundays, and weekday services in Thomsen Chapel . 
Add to that the weddings, funerals, ordinations, Cathedral 
Day (with more than 70 confirmations and receptions), a 
visit from Presiding Bishop Curry, and a Service of Dedica-
tion and Consecration of the cathedral renovations . In it all, 
we have persisted faithfully as the people of God gathered 
in this place . 
It takes a host of ministers to plan and conduct all these 
services of worship—many are described in more detail in 
other accounts included in this booklet . I am grateful for 
them all, and for all who call this place their spiritual home, 
and for those across the diocese and region who gather here 
in common purpose . “Wherever you are on your journey of 
faith, you are welcome here!”

—The Very Rev. Steven L. Thomason
Dean and Rector

THE CATHEDRAL CHOIR SCHOOL
The Saint Mark’s Choir School enjoyed another year of joy-
ful music making and the deepening of relationships and 

choral skill . Each week, 50 choristers attend rehearsals, ser-
vices, and musicianship tutoring in the St . Nicholas Build-
ing . The choirs rotate singing for Sunday morning liturgies, 
often collaborating with the Saint Mark’s Singers and the 
Cathedral Choir . A committed group of adult musicianship 
tutors volunteer their time each week to coach choristers us-
ing curriculum geared toward the Royal School of Church 
Music ribbon levels . 2018 also brought the expansion of 
Choir School staff to include Choir School Administrator-
Madeleine Stephens, Assistant Conductor and Rehearsal 
Accompanist-Lígia Pucci, and Schola tenor vocal mentor-
Michael Bennett . 
Last May, the Sr . Choristers and High School Schola traveled 
as ambassadors to Poulsbo, WA to sing for services at Faith 
Episcopal Church . Our singers and families also hosted the 
choristers from Trinity Cathedral in Portland for an April 
weekend of collaboration and fun . In July, many choristers 
traveled with the Evensong Choir to England for residencies 
at Ely Cathedral and St . Paul’s Cathedral in London . The rig-
or of such an experience built outstanding confidence and 
skills in our young singers . Thank you to all in the cathedral 
who contributed to bring the England residency to reality!
Other noteworthy events of 2018 include the fourth annual 
Pageant of the Nativity, the Pentecost Ride/Run/Roll around 
Greenlake, and the Year-end Closing Concert . The High 
School Schola craved more time for deep theological con-
versations regarding anthem texts and scripture, so the choir 
decided to add a monthly text study to their schedule . Choir 
Camp 2018, with the theme “Fear Not!”, welcomed nearly 40 
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campers including children from around the Diocese and 
15 teen helpers . Campers offered a closing Evensong service 
and showed their hard work at a Sunday morning liturgy . 
Through cathedral generosity, many campers joined us with 
the help of scholarships .

THE COMPLINE CHOIR
We are deeply gratified that the Compline Choir faithfully 
engaged in our missional work in chanting the divine office, 
but also worked diligently on our strategic plan, contribut-
ing to our legacy and confirming our future, strengthening 
our bonds to the Saint Mark’s community and the diocese .
With the March 11, 2018, dedication of the Compline Win-
dow given in memory of our founder, Dr . Peter Hallock, we 
completed our commitment to the Living Stones Capital 
Campaign, with thanks to the many friends, singers, and 
alumni that contributed to the “gift of light” in Compline 
Corner . We also collaborated with artist Josh Fought for 
an interpretive liturgy entitled Laetare which was richly 
rewarding to us and to those who attended . It was a first-
ever offering for the Compline Choir, and another example 
of how the intersection of social justice, art, and worship 
express themselves so creatively at Saint Mark’s Cathedral .
As we continue to discern how best to ensure our future as 
a ministry of the Diocese of Olympia and a regular part of 
worship at Saint Mark’s, the board is re-crafting our by-
laws and the choir will begin deeper conversations about 
the meaning of relationship through worship and how we 
identify as a peculiar “community of beloveds .” We are 
very much looking forward to our upcoming pilgrimage 
to Canterbury and Salisbury cathedrals, and to have many 
members of Saint Mark’s and the Seattle community join 
us there .
Achievements and Successes
2018 was a productive year for us and, in addition to the 
events of March 11 mentioned above, we have much to be 
thankful for and much to celebrate!
•  We were privileged to have the Bishop of Olympia in resi-
dence with us twice while the Dean enjoyed a well-earned 
sabbatical .
•  In June, we recorded 78 minutes of music for Lent, Holy 
Week, and Easter to be released on a disc entitled Of the 
Lord’s mercies in mid-March 2019 . This disc includes 10 
premiere recordings, two new recordings of important 
works by Peter Hallock, and one digital premiere recording .
•  November 10, select members of the choir presented 
a fundraising concert marking the 100th anniversary of 
Armistice Day at the home of Al & Janet Berg .
•  In December, we sold our compact discs and Prayer 
as Night Falls in the narthex after Compline services; we 
actively participated in the Advent Procession: O Antiphon 
service; and, we enjoyed our annual Christmas Party .
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Compline by the Numbers
•  11,156 – Total persons attending Compline in person at 
Saint Mark’s
•  15,528 – Visitors to the Compline Choir website
•  10,488 – SoundCloud listeners through KING-FM
•  22,786 – Streams, downloads, or purchases of digital 
music
•  63,371 – Podcast clicks, interactions, and downloads 
•  41,818 – Total minutes our music was streamed on Spo-
tify (nearly 700 hours)
•  25 – Active members of the Compline Choir
•  356 – Years of combined experience of those members
•  14 .25 – Average years of service for those members
Our greatest listening-base is in the United States; we also 
reach notable numbers of people in the UK, Canada, South 
Korea, Australia, India, France, Japan, and the Netherlands .
The Office of the Compline, sung by the Compline Choir 
in Seattle, Washington, with conductor Jason Anderson, is 
Classical 98 .1 KING-FM’s most listened-to half hour . On 
average, 10,000 to 30,000 are listening to us chant Com-
pline .
Looking ahead to 2019
•  “Epiphany Procession: God made manifest”, a fundrais-
ing concert for our England Pilgrimage to be held at First 
Lutheran Church, Richmond Beach, on February 8 at  
7:30 p .m . Watch for details in Sundays & Beyond!
•  England Pilgrimage, August 11-26, 2019 . While the Com-
pline Choir is away, Rebekah Gilmore will lead a women’s 
choir in chanting Compline on August 11, 18, and 25 .

—J. Scott Kovacs, Compline Choir Board President
Jason A. Anderson, II Compline Choir Director

THE CATHEDRAL MUSIC SERIES
The Arts at Saint Mark’s Music Series celebrates the human 
spirit by presenting outstanding works in the sacred spaces 
of the cathedral . In 2018 the series produced seven concerts 
attracting approximately 1400 patrons and co-hosted two 
concerts with sacred choral ensemble Cappella Romana .
2018 began with Saint Mark’s own Canon Musician Michael 
Kleinschmidt playing Jehan Alain’s rhythmically complex 
Trois Danses . Next, The Tudor Choir performed for the first 
time since 2015 . 
Messiaen appeared twice this year, first in March’s Quartet 
for the End of Time, a 20th century masterwork composed 
in a Nazi prisoner of war camp . This performance was the 
most well-attended event of the year . 
April’s intimate “Organ Plus” concert in Thomsen Chapel 
featured two Seattle locals—frequent Flentrop organist Wy-
att Smith and flutist Natalie Ham . Next on the Series, Drs . 
Annette Richards and David Yearsley contrasted the organ 
music of J .S . Bach and his son C .P .E . Bach . The 2017-18 sea-
son concluded in May with a performance by the Cathedral 

Trio, a Music Series staple since 2007 . 
Hungarian organist Szilárd Kovács opened the 2018-19 sea-
son in September, attracting many members of the Seattle 
Hungarian community to hear Mr . Kovács’ impressive tech-
nicality and skill exhibited in his own compositions and im-
provisations .
In November, Cappella Romana honored the 100th anniver-
sary of the WWI armistice with a moving performance of 
British sacred music . 
In December, pianist Reinis Zariņś played a mesmerizing 
candlelit performance of Messiaen’s Christmas cycle, Vingt 
Regards sur l’enfant Jesus . A partnership with Classical 
KING FM’s “Northwest Focus Live” show was particularly 
well acclaimed—the series looks forward to participating in 
it again . 
Upcoming concerts include a performance by Juilliard or-
gan professor Paul Jacobs on January 25, and a lively, family-
friendly performance of classical music and jazz standards 
by Boston Brass on March 1 .

- Madeleine Stephens, Music Series Manager,  
mstephens@saintmarks.org

THE CATHEDRAL'S  
JOHN C. LEFFLER SERIES FOR 
PREACHING EDUCATION
The late John C . Leffler served as the third dean of Saint 
Mark’s Cathedral (1951-1971) and was renowned for his 
preaching and pastoral presence . In his retirement, he pub-
lished a collection of his sermons, Go Into The City, and des-
ignated all proceeds to establish a fund at Saint Mark’s in 
support of “preaching education for clergy in this diocese .” 
Recent preaching workshops have featured such notable 
scholars and preachers as Marcus Borg, Walter Bruegge-
mann, Lauren Winner and Ed Bacon . In June 2019, the se-
ries will host Dr . Ray Pickett, President of Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, for a workshop entitled: Preaching in 
the West Coast Environs: Possibilities and Pitfalls . Through 
the generosity of Dean Leffler, these workshops are free .

—The Very Rev. Steven L. Thomason
Dean and Rector

THE CATHEDRAL  
LABYRINTH MINISTRY
This summer a crew from the Labyrinth Company in Con-
necticut built a Chartres-style labyrinth and a new sidewalk 
on our front walkway . This was the result of approximately 
20 years of New Year’s Eve Labyrinth Walks where much 
of the money for this project was raised . A number of our 
members have been involved in this project for most, if 
not all, of those years .  Judy Andrews, Dan Niven, Doug 
Thorpe, Wendy Carpine, Wendy Townsend, Jo Ann Bailey 
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and Walter Stuteville, have all been involved in one way or 
another .
Our labyrinths, both the one that we put down in the nave 
for New Year’s Eve and our labyrinth in the lawn, are a 
pathway for contemplation, prayer and reflection .   It is a 
path that enables us to walk through difficult and confusing 
situations or to celebrate the joy of the love of God through 
movement and mediation .  It has been thus for centuries 
and we continue that tradition here at Saint Mark’s .  

—Walter Stuteville, wstuteville@comcast.net

SEATTLE SERVICE CORPS
This summer we said a grateful goodbye to Seattle Service 
Corps founding director Malcolm McLaurin and the five 
members of the 2017-2018 program year . We also said hello 
to new director Adam Conley and in September welcomed 
the six members of the “Class of 2018-2019” .  
The ministry of Seattle Service Corps is proud to help equip 
young adults for life in the world through service and in-
tentional community . It is in the practicing of these things 
that we begin to see the spirit at work . Practicing prayer and 
spirituality . Practicing servant leadership . Practicing soli-
darity with the “other .” Practicing imagination and patience 
in community . 
The commitment of Ryan Macias, Rosa Gibson, Tony Noyes, 
Sarah Blanco, Guy Crumpler and Nicole Silvernale to the 

“practice” of their service year is inspiring . Ask Nicole (Kids 
4 Peace and Saint Mark’s) what it’s like to convene an in-
terfaith group of youth to talk about peace in Palestine and 
Israel . Ask Sarah (St . Luke’s, Ballard and Diocesan House) 
what it’s like to serve meals to a community on the margins 
in Ballard . Ask Tony and Guy (Mission to Seafarers) how 
many isolated seafarers they’ve visited on ships since Sep-
tember . Ask Ryan (Holy Cross) about the creative formation 

work he’s doing with youth . Ask Rosa (Friends of the Chil-
dren) about opportunities for stable meals, education, play 
and mentoring made possible in children’s lives . 
The unique “charisms” of this group might be said to be mu-
sic and cuisine . You’ve seen (and heard) Sarah, Tony, Ryan 
and Nicole in Saint Mark’s choirs . Keep alert for opportuni-
ties to participate in a “community discussion meal” hosted 
by corps members in the months ahead! 
Your continued support of Seattle Service Corps makes the 
holy, life-giving “practice” of this formation ministry pos-
sible . More at saintmarks.org/corps .

—Adam Conley, aconley@saintmarks.org

THE CATHEDRAL WISDOM SCHOOL
Now in its third year, the Wisdom School offers a balanced 
path for spiritual transformation grounded in prayer and 
practice, drawing on the Christian contemplative tradition 
while respecting the diversity of experiences born from con-
templative practices of other traditions . To date, more than 
200 people have enrolled in the Wisdom School, participat-
ing in workshops and practice days with focus on a range of 
resources—the enneagram, dream interpretation, spiritual-
ity and the arts, centering prayer, and chant . In the spring 
of 2019, the Wisdom School will feature Mirabai Starr for a 
talk on “Wisdom of the Feminine” and writing workshop on 
the journey “From Dark Night to Transformation .” A guided 
retreat for women is also scheduled . For more information, 
visit saintmarks.org/wisdom .

—The Very Rev. Steven L. Thomason
Dean and Rector
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external traffic . That means that more than half of the view-
ers found and watched directly via Youtube . (The Youtube 
audience is bigger than just our subscribers, so the social na-
ture of Youtube is working in our favor .) This also suggests 
an area of potential growth, as we have not yet spent time/
resources on our Youtube channel, other than to populate it 
with high quality content, which people are finding!
An interesting slice of the traffic is the remaining 25% of the 
external viewers, most of whom found us from Facebook 
and Google searches or links in content . This shows healthy 
crossover between our social channels and that search en-
gine optimization is working .
Saint Mark’s YouTube video channel currently has 268 sub-
scribers, who now are informed whenever Saint Mark's 
posts a new video . This number was in single digits when 
we launched the livestream ministry; now we get a few new 
subscribers each week . We expect this number to continue 
to grow .

—Liz Bartenstein, Communications Director & 
Christopher Brown, Live Stream videographer

THE HALLOCK INSTITUTE
Mission: The Hallock Institute, a ministry of the Diocese of 
Olympia, oversees an archive of the music and papers of Pe-
ter R . Hallock and manages the assets of the Institute . The 
Institute creates editions of Hallock’s unpublished works; 
advocates, publicizes, and broadens the audience for Hal-
lock’s music; makes small grants to support the performance 
of his music; and presents workshops and educational sym-
posia focused on Hallock’s music and liturgical innovations 
and the Compline Choir .
2018 Activity:  A dream that was once just a glint in the eyes of 
Peter Hallock has come into existence more fully and begun 
important work . A board comprised of nine members ap-
pointed by the bishop met in June, September, and November . 
We spent time imagining the scope and reach of our work as 
defined in Peter Hallock’s Last Will & Testament, drafted a 
mission and “working” vision plan, adopted a multiyear bud-
get, identified constituencies and synergistic opportunities 
with related entities, and began working its way through re-
quirements for non-profits incorporated in Washington state . 
Members of the board of directors include Jason Anderson 
(President & Director), Maria Coldwell (Vice President), 
Gerard van Wesep (Treasurer), Michael Kleinschmidt (Sec-
retary), Kathy Crosier, Joel Matter, Roger Sherman, The Very 
Rev . Steven L . Thomason, and the Rev . Dr . Ann P . Lukens 
(the bishop’s designee) .

—Jason Anderson, director@complinechoir.org  

THE CATHEDRAL LIVE STREAM  
MINISTRY
We had another year of growth in the Live Stream Ministry 
at Saint Mark's . Viewership continues to grow, and includes 
those from near and far—even some international viewers! 
We have increased promotion of the stream on Facebook 
and in e-newsletters, and can see how that has improved 
viewership numbers .  
Technical improvements in 2018 included a new computer, 
which has significantly upgraded the quality of the broadcast 
as well as the recording . We also installed a fourth camera 
(purchased last year) in the Nave, which allows the baptisms 
to be recorded and seen live . We continue to troubleshoot 
issues with audio, but have pulled together a team of folks 
involved with sound at Saint Mark's who are exploring long 
term solutions .
Live stream statistics  
Unique live views:
2017: 982 live views (streaming began in March 17)
2018: 1708 live views
The presiding bishop’s livestream in June was our biggest live 
audience at 407! 
On Demand viewing (Youtube and saintmarks .org):

On Demand review: Numbers on the Youtube analytics 
show that a little under half (43%) of our video’s on-demand 
views are from external sources, and the biggest of those is 
the Saint Mark's website (no surprise) at about 75% of the 

2017
11 .8K views
84 new subscribers

2018
30 .7k views
171 new subscribers



THE CATHEDRAL FOUNDATION
Planned Giving Pilot Project Launch: The 2017 strategic 
planning resulted in the Dean requesting the Foundation 
Board to form a Planned Giving Committee, and launch a 
Planned Giving Pilot Project in late 2018 or early 2019 . In 
2018 we hosted three events: Senior Warden’s Breakfast, Ca-
thedral Legacy Society Lunch, and a Pro Christo Breakfast . 
From those gatherings, twelve interviewees were selected to 
participate in the pilot . Beta testing, using six foundation 
board members, helped refine the interview process . Les-
sons learned will guide the twelve interviews in early 2019 . 
Finalizing the 2019 Planned Giving event calendar, and an 
information packet for the interviews are a priority . 
Naming Opportunity: The Foundation contributed 
$1,250,000 to the Cathedral’s Living Stones Capital Cam-
paign, and was provided the opportunity to name the East 
Façade, including the Celtic Cross valued at $1 million . At 
the October 21, 2018 consecration of the cathedral renova-
tions, a plaque was dedicated, which reads: “The East Façade 
and Celtic Cross are dedicated to the Glory of God by the 
Cathedral Foundation of the Diocese of Olympia” . 
The Next 100+ Years: The Cathedral Legacy Society’s mem-
bership growth, and end-of-life and living-gifts, will signifi-
cantly expand the Planned Giving ministry and increase en-
dowment funds to support the cathedral for the next 100+ 
years! 
Finance Highlights: Foundation support for the Cathedral 
during 2018 included an annual allocation of $65,195, com-
prising $60,247 for buildings and grounds and $4,948 for 
the Virginia Patty garden . In addition, there was a year-
end transfer of $12,000 for unplanned repairs . With these 
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gifts, total contributions to the Cathedral since 2010 total 
$1,984,023, of which $1,250,000 was contributed to the Liv-
ing Stones Capital Campaign . 
Cathedral Day 2018: “Building the Community of the Dio-
cese of Olympia”, was held in April drawing over 500 attend-
ees from 22 congregations, with 60 volunteers coordinating 
the event . The Bishop laid hands on 84 confirmands and 
others received into the church . Food trucks, games, clergy 
quiz and paper airplanes made the event memorable . 
Life Planning Ministry: A regional workshop “Where 
There’s a Will There’s a Way” was held at Trinity, Seattle in 
February, and “Planned Giving in Your Congregation” was 
offered at the Diocesan Convention in October . 

—Susan Knirk, Chairman, susanknirk@msn.com



MUSIC
The singing by Saint Mark’s worshiping congregations re-
mains robust in the 11 a .m . service and is becoming ever 
more confident in the 9 a .m . service, even as that service’s 
repertory of hymns and service music has expanded signifi-
cantly this year . Attendance at Choral Evensong continued 
to grow in 2018 . 
Approximately 80 adults and 50 children and youth sang 
regularly in the cathedral’s choirs . Frequently, the choristers 
sang anthems with an adult choir—happy occasions that 
foster mutual appreciation among different generations of 
singers . 
The Evensong Choir, comprising advanced choristers, youth, 
and adults, continued to grow and deepen in numbers and 
skill . They sang week-long residencies at Ely Cathedral and 
Saint Paul’s, London, July 16-30, expertly accompanied on 
organ by Saint Mark’s Associate Organist, John Stuntebeck .
Under Rebekah Gilmore’s inspired leadership, the Choir 
School continued to share leadership of the 9 a .m . Eucharist 
with Saint Mark’s Singers on four Sundays monthly . A splen-
did Pageant of the Nativity was a high point of the Choir 
School’s calendar year, as was the annual summer choir 
camp week . (See the Cathedral Choir School report .)
A rota of five musicians continued to play or sing in the 
weekly 7 p .m . Contemplative Eucharist to frame the silences 
that characterize that liturgy . 
The Arts at Saint Mark’s Music Series continued to draw ap-
preciative guests of all ages . (See the Music Series report .)    

Profound thanks to all singers, Choir School families, con-
cert underwriters, contributors to the Evensong Choir’s 
England Pilgrimage Fund, and other volunteers who give 
generously of their time, talent, and treasure to ensure the 
vitality of Saint Mark’s musical ministries .  

—Michael Kleinschmidt, Canon Musician 
mkleinschmidt@saintmarks.org

Formation
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
In 2018, Children’s and Family Ministries expanded our vol-
unteer team in accordance with the parish-wide strategic 
planning goal to “continue, support, and grow the children’s 
and Youth ministries…” We also moved the child care center 
into a beautiful new space in the main building, encouraged 
children into new liturgical ministries, and facilitated con-
nections between families with new babies through baptism 
classes and the child care center .
Children’s Chapel - Scott Coil served as liturgist and apolo-
gist beginning in September, with the support of Ralph 
Ermoian, Kristen Kelly, and Susan McClung . In May, our 
leaders were incorporated into the parish-wide liturgical 
minister’s training for all who serve on Sundays .
Godly Play - The program has maintained two consistent 
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teaching teams, one for preschool/kindergarten (Alicia 
Goodwin, Scott Coil, and Mae Diroc), and one for 1st/2nd 
grades (Kelly Moody, Allison Moore, Ralph Ermoian) . This 
level of consistency has enabled our children to experience 
God’s love through trusting, consistent relationships in their 
faith community . The Godly Play method continues to ap-
peal to young and old alike, including the Tuesday Bible 
Study and young adults!  
Jesus and His Kingdom of Equals - Kristen Kelly has faith-
fully lead 3rd- 5th graders through their second year of this 
gospel-centric curriculum, with the support of Jacob Moody 
and Susan McClung . 
Liturgical Service - In May, three children were formally 
trained as lectors for the 9 a .m . service, and over the sum-
mer, new families were invited into liturgical ministries, in-
cluding acolyting and element-bearing opportunities . 
Planning/support for parish-wide, intergenerational 
events:
The Monthly Mix (brunch and formation/conversation for 
all ages)
Advent evening event
Advent devotional resources
Alternative giving Sunday
Epiphany celebration
Pancake Supper/ Door-closing liturgy
Lent devotional resources
Sensory-rich Stations of the Cross
Cathedral Day
Pentecost Run/Ride
Hospitality for visiting children on Christmas Eve, Easter, 
and Cathedral Day .

—Kelly Moody, Director of Children and Family Ministries, 
kmoody@saintmarks.org

YOUTH MINISTRY
While we continue to focus on creating a safe space and 
modeling healthy relationships in the Saint Mark’s Youth 
Ministry, this year, which ushered in new leadership in a 
time of transition, attention was turned to upholding and 
further cultivating community and spiritual development 
though consistency and receptivity in our communica-
tion and programming . The primary goal was to provide a 
variety of opportunities to foster community and let youth 
gather to consider scripture, theology, ethics, and daily life 
in welcoming spaces . With that in mind, we have con-
tinued with established programs that have worked well, 
provided a variety of perspectives and facilitation styles in 
our leadership, and offered frequent communication about 
opportunities here as well as regional and Diocesan youth 
opportunities .
 
Highlights from the past year:
•  Youth Formation Sunday Mornings at 10:10 a .m . in the 
New Youth Room . Any given Sunday we are engaging in 



reflective conversation about the morn-
ing’s scripture or sermon, lessons and dis-
cussions relevant to scripture, the liturgi-
cal seasons, navigating ways to live out our 
faith in our everyday lives, or just sharing 
doughnuts and chatting .
•  First Sunday Youth Group Nights have 
included outings such as bowling with the 
Dean, service nights with organizations 
including the Mission to Seafarers, activi-
ties including baking together, chalking 
the church doors, large group games, and 
lively discussions on relevant topics .

—Nicole Silvernale, Youth Ministry Intern
nsilvernale@saintmarks.org

YOUNG ADULTS  
(20S + 30S)
Young adults at Saint Mark’s gather regu-
larly to connect, share their spiritual journeys and build 
community . We consider issues of faith, justice, ethics, and 
meaning—as we enjoy each other’s company and share a 
meal or social time together . Many of our members are 
new to the Episcopal church, so it is a comfortable and 
light-hearted way to explore what we believe, how we wor-
ship, and how we create joyful and resilient lives . Join us 
for:
20s+30s Questioning Together
Usually the first Monday of the month: 7:30-9 p.m., Youth 
Room
This group gathering offers a supportive community to 
explore questions of faith and meaning in our time . Top-
ics range from “What do you think about sin?” to “What 
makes God and questions about God worth pursuing?” 
Wherever you are in your faith journey, you are welcome . A 
light dinner will be served . Contact Rachel McNary, rachel.
mcnary@gmail.com .
•  Scripture study— In 2019, young adults will gather regu-
larly to consider Biblical and other holy texts, discussing 
history, context, approaches to interpretation, questions, 
and application to our daily life . 
•  Social gatherings — Dinner at the Deanery or other loca-
tions, “Holy Hikes,” and more!

—The Rev. Canon Jennifer King Daugherty,  
jkdaugherty@saintmarks.org

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Saint Mark’s offered a variety of ways to engage in spiritual 
growth and Christian formation during 2018 . Throughout 
the year, Sunday forums provided a venue to discuss a wide 
range of topics . Some of the offerings from the last year in-
cluded: presentations on the intersection of spirituality and 

art with Virginia Maksymowicz and Paul-Gordon Chan-
dler, reflections by the Dean about his sabbatical, practices 
of Benedictine spirituality, exploring and unpacking of the 
Creeds, and ministry updates from the Wardens, various 
justice ministries, and the Seattle Service Corps . Cathedral 
Commons offered a regular weeknight opportunity for peo-
ple to be nourished and formed in a more intensive fashion . 
Commons offerings included Storytelling as Social Con-
science, Wisdom Remixed: Reclaiming the Spiritual Truth 
of Wisdom Literature, exploring practices of resilience in 
troubled times, and rediscovering hope in the Revelation to 
John . In addition, a lectionary-based weekly Bible study met 
each week, two Inquirer’s classes were held, and several bap-
tism preparation classes took place . For those seeking a con-
templative practice, Saint Mark’s and St . Andrew’s contin-
ued to partner to offer Advent and Lenten Quiet mornings . 
In the fall, Saint Mark’s added a third Education for Ministry 
group . EfM is an intensive, four-year theological education 
program designed by Sewanee and facilitated by local men-
tors . This small group model allows participants to engage 
in theological reflection and intense study of scripture, his-
tory, and mission .

—The Rev. Cristi Chapman,  
cchapman@saintmarks.org
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VESTRY 
The Saint Mark’s Vestry’s primary responsibility is to oversee 
facilities and financial management and spiritual growth of 
the parish .
During 2018, the Vestry continued to monitor the Living 
Stones project as the active construction phase drew to a 
close . We also approved several facilities projects, includ-
ing replacing the portico lighting, installing heat pumps in 
the choir and child care rooms, repairing the Leffler House 
solarium, and patching, sealing, and restriping the parking 
lot . One major milestone included approving the installa-
tion of an outdoor Labyrinth—a dream over twenty years 
in the making . 
The Vestry also continued our focus on the Renewing Our 
Covenant: A Statement of Commitment and Action posi-
tion statement, discussing it intensively at our Vestry work-
day and hosting a Warden’s forum to share updates and 
gather feedback . Our ongoing Sanctuary work included 
hosting several events: an educational forum, a vigil, and a 
march to protest the Family Separation Policy in June; and a 
major immigration reform community event featuring key-
note speaker Washington State Attorney General Bob Fer-
guson in October . Additional activities related to the posi-
tion statement included hosting climate change discussions, 
engaging in a Listening Process for I-1631, and approving 
the establishment of the Threshold Fund to combat home-
lessness .
Other 2018 Vestry highlights included the approval of the 
installation of a Peace Pole, a gift from Rotary; expanding 
our live stream program and communications ministry, 
supporting new, parishioner-led podcast and videography 
initiatives, receiving a successful audit from Peterson, Sulli-
van LLC; leading summer forums and discussions on Esther 
De Waal’s Seeking God, hosting visitors from the College 
of Congregational Development, conducting a Warden’s fo-

rum on governance in October; and supporting the candi-
dacies of Emily Austin and Chris McPeak for Holy Orders .
A significant area of focus for the Vestry this year was to sup-
port Dean Thomason as he embarked upon his well-earned 
sabbatical . This involved planning and preparing for his de-
parture and striving to continue our work as seamlessly as 
possible in his absence . We were grateful for the ministries 
and leadership of Canons Daugherty and Ross who joined 
the Vestry during this time frame and were delighted to wel-
come the Dean back upon his return in August .
These and many other milestones were made possible by 
many hard-working and dedicated leaders . Many thanks to 
you all!

—Lynne Markova, Senior Warden, lsmarkova@comcast.net  
Cara Peterson, Junior Warden  
Bob Chapman, Junior Warden 

FINANCE COMMITTEE
2018 was an exciting year for the Finance Committee . In 
addition to its normal operations over-seeing month-to-
month activity, a full audit of the Cathedral’s 2017 finances 
were conducted by Peterson Sullivan LLP, and a small sub-
committee compared the Saint Mark’s Accounting Policies 
and Procedures against the Episcopal Church’s Manual of 
Business Methods . The members of the 2018 Finance Com-
mittee were Marc Aubertin, Amanda Davis, Mary Dickin-
son, Vinh Do, Erik Donner, Tom Grant, Phil Haas, Greg 
Hamm, Karen Komoto, Phil Lloyd, Lynne Markova, Rober-
ta Nestaas, Cara Peterson, and Steve Thomason .

—Cara Peterson, Junior Warden 
cara.k.peterson@gmail.com
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SAINT MARK’S CATHEDRAL PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT

    actuals (in thousands of dollars) budget
REVENUES 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

 Annual Campaign 1,166 1,112 1,108 967 1,002 1,087 1,116 1,235   1,286 1,341 1,422
 Plate Offering 87 95 88 107 124 117 110   104   106 112 100
 Gifts & Grants 283 197 93 18 103 50 98   66   48 48 48
 Special Events 0 0 0 0 4 0 0   0   0 0 0
 Program & Service Fees 77 92 98 114 103 122 124   138   151 118 119
 Diocese of Olympia 123 85 94 104 208 111 65   46   71 68 57
 Cathedral Foundation 54 52 43 38 54 127 93   102   106 72 72
 Interfund Transfers / Misc . 157 73 165 100 80 76 69 74   42 66 101
total revenues $1,947 $1,706 $1,689 $1,448 $1,678 $1,690 $1,675 $1,765   $1,810 $1,825 $1,919

EXPENSES

 Personnel 1,041 900 867 918 846 904 965   982   940 1,054 1,122
 Diocesan Assessment 395 351 306 283 298 223 238   234   231 235 243
 Mission Disbursements, Other 33 18 18 15 20 5 39   29   25 24 37
 Professional Fees 169 102 95 88 43 50 22   26   52 46 42
 Supplies & Minor Equipment 60 64 63 67 63 50 42   43   85 60 49
 Communications 33 42 32 25 18 23 29   30   37 37 39
 Repairs & Maintenance 88 136 105 59 71 70 88   67   87 46 65
 Equipment Rental & Service 54 43 84 114 94 104 103   112   95 76 69
 Utilities 74 73 110 82 92 91 77   90 105 107 87
 Travel 8 4 4 1 2 6 12   4   3 5 2
 Hospitality 10 21 18 29 15 15 18   17   13 14 13
 Conferences & Training 5 7 13 5 8 14 14   21   19 19 27
 Insurance 19 21 22 26 23 26 23   27   34 37 25
 Dues, Fees, & Licenses 13 13 10 19 16 17 23   20   21 25 27
 Other 33 16 22 15 15 20 16   25   38 72 59
total expenses $2,035 $1,811 $1,769 $1,747 $1,624 $1,618 $1,709 $1,727   $1,785 $1,857 $1,906

net surplus / (deficit) ($88) ($105) ($80) ($299) $54 $72 ($34) $38   $20 ($32) $13

CATHEDRAL OPERATING BUDGET, 2009–2019

updated 1/23/19



16

 $-

 $500

 $1,000

 $1,500

 $2,000

 $2,500

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

St. Mark's Cathedral
Operating Budget History

2005-2019

Income Expenses

SAINT MARK’S CATHEDRAL PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT

SAINT MARK’S CATHEDRAL
OPERATING BUDGET HISTORY, 2005–2019

$2.0 mil.

$1.0 mil.

$500 k

$1.5 mil.

Income Expenses

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$2.5 mil.



STEWARDSHIP
Our vision for Saint Mark’s is that we will 
reconcile our faith and financial commit-
ments and live as stewards, not owners, of 
God’s abundant gifts . Our work is to wel-
come, offer invitation, come together in 
celebration, and to give thanks . The Stew-
ardship Ministry at Saint Mark’s and those 
who are a part of the committee approach 
this as a yearly call and not just a seasonal 
effort . During the Easter season, we focused 
on celebrating our parish’s gifts of Time and 
Talent .  Saint Mark’s is known as “The Bea-
con on the Hill .” God’s abundant gifts are 
made available through the Time and Talent 
so many of our parishioners give each and 
every day inside the walls of the Cathedral, 
in our neighborhood, and community .  The 
Stewardship Ministry wanted invite the par-
ish into celebration and to give thanksgiving 
for the gifts given to us .
In preparation for our Fall Stewardship Campaign, we car-
ried forward our work of welcome, invitation, celebration, 
and thanksgiving . We started our work by prayerfully re-
flecting upon Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s invitation 
to Walk in the Way of Love and how we all might more fully 
live into them . Our goal was to celebrate the full beauty and 
diversity of who we are at Saint Mark’s . We sought to make 
sure that those who shared their stories each Sunday, wrote 
reflections for parish email newsletters, and who recorded 
heartfelt experiences of how stewardship of God’s gifts truly 
transformed their lives reflected all aspects of our parish .
As people shared their stories of transformation, we reached 
6 .5% over last year’s total with pledges still coming in . We 
have received 440 commitments or pledges of support . This 
includes 68 new commitments and 231 commitment in-
creases over 2018, both exceeding similar measures in the 
prior year . More importantly, we felt the parish embraced 
those who shared their stories during this time, affirming 
the responsibilities of stewardship, contribution in our spiri-
tual lives, and to live into generosity .
This committee has continued to reflect on broadening our 
views on stewardship and its recognition in our parish . Your 
input and suggestions are needed . Our ministry has been 
thrilled to welcome new members and is looking to grow .  
As we do at The Lord’s Table, all are welcome to join us .  It 
does not matter if one is new to Saint Mark’s or a longtime 
member of the parish . If you want to experience greater 
abundance in your life, please join us!

—Robert Stevens, RStevens@bbllaw.com

PASTORAL CARE 
In 2018, pastoral care happened in a variety of ways by and 
for the people of Saint Mark’s . The prayer chain gathered 
ongoing requests, offering special intentions for those who 
asked for prayers . In addition, a new, streamlined process 
was developed to gather and share prayer requests of the 
community . In addition to ongoing clergy support for those 
in need, rotating chaplains of the week provided 24/7 cov-
erage for urgent spiritual care needs . Eucharistic visitors 
regularly shared Holy Communion with those who could 
not be present at regular worship services . In addition, lay 
chaplains offered hospitality of the community by visiting 
members of Saint Mark’s who currently live in retirement 
communities around the greater Seattle area . Each month, 
Eucharists were held at one of three local retirement com-
munities in the downtown area . Fibre ministries such as the 
Quilt Ministry and Worsted Wool ministries crafted lovely 
quilts and prayer shawls for those experiencing major life 
transitions . For those seeking recovery support, the cathe-
dral continues to host recovery support groups, including 
AA and Al-Anon . Finally, life’s major rites of passage were 
acknowledged through anointing and blessings .

—The Rev. Cristi Chapman 
cchapman@saintmarks.org
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FACILITIES COMMITTEE
In 2018, the following members contributed their gifts of 
time and talent to the Facilities Ministry: Judy Andrews, 
Kathy Sodergren, Molly Henderson, Heather Hodson, 
Sharon Ferguson, Norman LeMoine, Mary Baldwin Ken-
nedy, Glenn Sands - Facilities Manager, John Selberg, Lynn 
Markova - Senior Warden, Dean Steve Thomason, and 
Chair - Bob Chapman, Junior Warden . The purpose of the 
ministry is to provide oversight of the work on the continu-
ing maintenance and repair of the buildings and grounds 
on our campus, which includes the Cathedral, the Saint 
Nicholas Building, the Deanery and Leffler House .  Mem-
bers of this ministry have provided guidance and or leader-
ship on the following projects: 
•     Parking lot repairs
•     Leffler House solarium repairs
•     Coordination with the Garden Ministry, Kitchen Guild, 
Design Committee, and Labyrinth Committee
•     Emergency and Disaster Planning
•     Communication Committee

—Bob Chapman, Junior Warden 
searnbob@aol.com

 
VISUAL ARTS MINISTRY
The Visual Arts Ministry at Saint Mark’s wrapped up a full 
year of exhibits in both the nave and the Hallway Gallery 
and looks to an exciting second year with the support of a 
diocesan grant . Stations of the Cross returns for a second 
year, and we are working to coordinate additional exhibits 
in the nave . As a part of its commitment to the congregation 
this ministry facilitates various opportunities for the com-
munity to engage with the art and the artists . We also part-
ner with other internal ministries working to integrate art 
into our spiritual practices . In addition to rotating exhibits 
and events, the Visual Arts Ministry is working to honor 
and deliberately grow the permanent collection by hanging 
art in the Hoerster Annex and creating storage for existing 
and future art donations .

—Vi Lynk, vilynk@mac.com

COMMUNICATIONS
We had another fruitful year in Communications at Saint 
Mark’s . Michael Perera joined us as Communications Com-
mittee Chair and vestry liaison . I am grateful for his support 
and leadership . 
The live stream ministry continues to flourish (more on that 
on page 9 .)
Website facelift. The Saint Mark’s website recently got a 
huge “facelift .” This project was a cost-effective way to make 
improvements to the site . The #1 aim was to make naviga-

tion easier, and we’ve done several things to that end . In 
addition, we’ve made the site mobile-friendly, and created 
several more dynamic landing pages to engage users . You’ll 
also notice an exciting “Welcome” video on the home page, 
created by parishioner David Wild . We solicited feedback 
on the site from staff, a sample of parishioners, the Com-
munications Committee and members of the vestry . We’re 
excited to share this communication tool with the general 
public, and to see what fruit it bears! Can’t find something? 
Have a suggestion? Send an email to info@saintmarks.org .
Videography. Parishioner David Wild has spent the past 
year taking video of so many aspects of Saint Mark’s life . I 
am so grateful for the artful ways in which he has captured 
the story of this place . You can find the first of these videos 
on the home page of the website . More will be shared in 
2019 .
Facebook continues to be a strong platform for sharing our 
message . Facebook followers increased since last December 
from 2234 to 2745 (511 new followers, 23% increase) . We 
posted photos, videos and notices several times per week 
throughout the year . 
Saint Mark’s also benefitted from coverage in both local and 
national media . A few highlights:
Saint Mark's supporting asylum seekers at the border:
•  Immigrant activists fight for the rights of detainees in SeaTac 
federal prison, AJ Janavel, Q13 News, June 20, 2018
•  ‘We have to do something.’ Hundreds in Seattle moved to ac-
tion by immigration policy, Ted Land, King 5, June 20, 2018
•  Hundreds pack Seattle church to help local detainees sepa-
rated from children, Amy Radil, KUOW, June 20, 2018
•  Stop separating families—protest march planned between 
Seattle cathedrals, Connelly, SeattlePI, June 18, 2018
Presiding Bishop Curry's visit to Saint Mark's and the  
Diocese of Olympia:
• “Episcopal Bishop Curry—‘Selfishness can destroy nations’”, 
Joel Connelly, SeattlePI, Friday, June 15, 2018
•  Bishop Curry on taking children from parents: ‘This is not 
America’, Joel Connelly, SeattlePI, Friday, June 15, 2018
•  Royal Wedding Clergy visits Washington next week, Brian 
Calvert, KOMO News, Wednesday, June 6, 2018

- Liz Bartenstein, Communications Director 
lbartenstein@saintmarks.org

CATHEDRAL YOGA
A practice thousands of years old, yoga coordinates the in-
tegration of body, mind and spirit . In the past forty years, 
yoga has become an immensely popular form of centering, 
stretching and increasing strength . The practice invites us to 
bring awareness inside the body with various asanas (pos-
es) and also focuses on coordinating the movements with 
deep breathing and a meditative mind . By the end of class, 
participants have stretched most major muscle groups in a 
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gradual and restorative format . An average of 15–25 people 
attend and are invited to make a donation to the cathedral . 
Cathedral Yoga was a concept introduced to the community 
and the congregation by Dean Steve Thomason in Septem-
ber 2013 . Classes are offered every Sunday evening from 
6–7 p .m . on the altar platform . Some of those attending 
have never before set foot inside the cathedral and stay af-
terwards to ask questions about the history of the cathedral . 
Teachers Emily Bogen and Irene Beausoleil are certified 
yoga instructors and now lead the ministry in place of the 
program founders, Brenna Kramer and Wendy Townsend . 

—Irene Beausoleil, ibeausoleil@saintmarks.org 

PARISH INTERCESSIONS  
(PRAYER CHAIN)
In late 2018, Jonie Pritchard stepped back from her nightly 
work as coordinator of what is affectionately known as the 
Prayer Chain—more than 100 people who receive emails 
each morning requesting their prayers for those whose names 
were supplied to Jonie . We are grateful for her rich ministry, 
and remain hopeful she may resume it sometime in 2019 . 
In the meantime, anyone can make a prayer request sim-
ply by emailing the information to prayers@saintmarks.org .  
This prompts two actions: an email to those prayer chain 
members whose prayers surround the ones named, and 
their names are also included in the Prayers of the People 
during Sunday services and on the Parish Prayer List which 
can be found in Sundays & Beyond each week . If you’d like 
to join the prayer chain and actively pray for others, please 
send an email to one of the clergy .

—The Very Rev. Steven L. Thomason,  
sthomason@saintmarks.org

QUILT MINISTRY
Once a month on a Saturday morning during the year, five 
to ten women from Saint Mark’s and a few other churches 
in the Diocese gathered to assemble and sew quilts . Early in 
the year the group assembled 20 packets of quilt pieces to 
be assembled into single bed-sized quilts . Once the pack-
ets were assembled and sewn these quilts were distributed 
to the Downtown Emergency Service Center communities, 
and the Seattle Service Corp members . In addition, we made 
and distributed three baby and child’s quilts as well as fifteen 
comfort quilts to member of the cathedral community . We 
gave three blessing/farewell quilts to the McLaurin family as 
they left for seminary .
The members of the Quilt Ministry have developed a strong 
community as they work together We hope to continue 
making quilts and offering comfort to those in the Saint 
Mark’s community, and in the Diocese . We welcome new 
members . Contact Carol Green for more information .

—Carol Green, ccgreen@u.washington.edu

The Cathedral 
Nave was filled 
to capacity with 
parishioners, 
community 
members and 
press for the Vigil 
and Procession 
for Families at the 
Border. 



MIDEAST FOCUS MINISTRY
The Mideast Focus Ministry works through mission, prayer, 
education and community action to bring understanding of 
peace and justice issues in the Middle East to Saint Mark’s 
and to church and community groups beyond . 2018 brought 
the fifth season of the Film Series with another five films at 
the beginning of the year . Attendance has been consistently 
high with around 50 to 75 participating from Saint Mark’s 
Cathedral congregation and the community . Our theme for 
this past season was “Pushing for Change: In Israel, Pales-
tine, or America?” This year’s series gave us an opportunity 
to experience various ways people have pushed, and con-
tinue to push for change in Palestine/Israel . We were thrilled 
to offer the Washington State premiere screening of 1948: 
Creation and Catastrophe . This extraordinary documentary 
about the critical year in Middle East history was directed 
and produced by Andy Trimlett who holds a Master’s De-
gree from the Jackson School of International Studies at the 
University of Washington . We host speakers from time to 
time who are often internationally known to share their ex-
perience and observations with a call to action .  Typically 
approximately thirteen individuals actively participate in 
this ministry through monthly meetings, working to or-
ganize the film series, an annual conference, and speakers . 
During the past year, several hundred people have attended 
various events sponsored by this ministry . 

—Mary Segall, mesegall@yahoo.com

HIV/AIDS CARE TEAM
The care team provides companionship and practical assis-
tance to two people living with HIV/AIDS . Social contact, 
outings, medical appointments, shopping, and simple 
household assistance, are examples of how team members 

SANCTUARY AT SAINT MARK’S
Sanctuary has had a year of digging in, continuing to grow 
our partnership with Casa Latina, a leading immigrant and 
worker rights organization, including engaging with their 
Mujeres Sin Fronteras (Women Without Borders) group 
and in further trainings for action response, running a dry 
run of a Safe Space action, and collecting Christmas gifts for 
children of Casa Latina members and socks and underwear 
for immigrant families at Annunciation House in El Paso . 
Inviting facilitators from The Church Council of Greater 
Seattle, Sanctuary engaged our community in “Know Your 
Rights” trainings and immigration updates, and Sanctu-
ary volunteers participated in demonstrations and rallies at 
ICE headquarters, Sea-Tac Detention Center, and more . We 
hosted three powerful public events, including The Church 
Council’s Community Briefing and Action Forum on Fam-
ily Separation on United Nations World Refugee Day, with 
more than 300 people overflowing Bloedel Hall on a June 
Wednesday morning . The next week, the Prayer Vigil and 
Procession for Families at the Border from Saint Mark’s Ca-
thedral to St . James Cathedral was a vocal 1000+ strong! 
In October, Saint Mark’s presented Washington State Attor-
ney General Bob Ferguson, who shared his thoughts on the 
current state of immigration and our need for decency, with 
a follow-up panel discussion moderated by Bishop Greg 
Rickel, with Marcos Martinez of Casa Latina, Estela Ortega 
of El Centro de la Raza, and Michael Ramos of The Church 
Council . Dean Steve Thomason and Canon Nancy Ross 
traveled to the U .S .-Mexican border in December with lead-
ers from across the Episcopal Church, meeting with clergy 
and nonprofits working with migrants seeking asylum, to 
witness first-hand and consider how to provide more sup-
port and involvement . The need for ongoing engagement 
becomes more and more critical, and Sanctuary looks to ex-
panded communication and initiatives in 2019 .
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support our care partners . The team works under the aus-
pices of Samaritan Center of Puget Sound .

—Sharon Ferguson, sharonkferguson@comcast.net. 

HUNGER OFFERING
The Hunger Offering ministry sends funds to six Seattle-ar-
ea food banks, helping to support their provision of healthy 
meals and food to those suffering from food insecurity . Do-
nations accepted from worshipers during two services on 
the second Sunday of each month help others, heeding Je-
sus’s call to share our resources, feed the hungry, and spread 
God’s nurturing love in the world . A team of parishioners 
gathers the donations, displays information about how 
these funds will help others, and answers questions about 
the ministry . The Hunger Offering hopes to continue this 
necessary ministry in years to come, providing needed sus-
tenance to the many hungry and homeless people in our 
community . 

—Vicky Greenbaum, vgreenbaum1@gmail.com

NOEL HOUSE WOMEN’S SHELTER
Providing a safe, welcoming and comfortable sleeping space 
for homeless women since 1999.
Sunday through Thursday, hospitality is extended to 40 
women in Bloedel Hall .  Evening volunteers work 9:00-10:30 
p .m ., serving the women hot soup, a roll and green salad; 
Morning volunteers assist staff from 5:15-6:30 a .m ., offering 
cereal, yogurt, and fruit, as well as help with cleanup .
Monthly orders from Food Lifeline supplement the week-
ly shopping handled by a volunteer . Two dedicated soup-
making teams cook up delicious soups and the Noel House 

women are the happy recipients .
In December, we collected items for 35 holiday gift bags and 
distributed them to our Noel House friends on Christmas 
morning . Items included: pairs of socks, a Bartell’s Drug gift 
card and Starbucks card, toiletries, laundry pods, a pad of 
paper, pens, Kleenex, Ziploc bags, a granola bar, and Sat-
suma oranges . A nice addition was a greeting card made by 
the youth of Saint Mark’s .
The current Noel House roster includes 55 volunteers: morn-
ing and evening helpers, shoppers, soup makers, and Food 
Lifeline pickup and drop off volunteers . We welcome wom-
en and men who are interested in volunteering and who 
care about the issue of homelessness and possess a desire to 
help alleviate the pain that a woman experiences when she 
has no place to call “home .”

—Norva Osborn, norva@ix.netcom.com

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Saint Mark’s Habitat for Humanity Justice Ministry supports 
the mission of Habitat for Humanity International, domesti-
cally and internationally, which is to provide decent afford-
able housing for families with limited incomes . Volunteers 
work on the Sammamish Habitat site on three occasions, 
one of which was an Interfaith Build . The ministry’s talents 
were also put to use for a number of Cathedral projects: 1) 
we created a child care room and wheelchair corridor within 
the old choir practice room on the fifth floor of the Cathe-
dral; 2) we continued remodeling Leffler House by renovat-
ing the former basement storage room into a bedroom to 
provide a more complete living space for potential sanctu-
ary residents; and 3) we began constructing storage racks for 
the Cathedral’s collection of framed art work . 

—Jacquelyn and Gordon Miller, jcmiller31@gmail.com 
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ful ministry of SBB and the financial support from Saint 
Mark’s and the Hunger Offering, almost 5,000 meals were 
provided in the last year .

—The Rev. Cristi Chapman, cchapman@saintmarks.org

GARDEN MINISTRY
The Saint Mark’s Cathedral Garden volunteers have been 
caring for the plantings that border the Great Lawn of the 
Cathedral for many years . We meet the second Saturday of 
the month, February through November, 9 am-noon .
In August of 2018, a labyrinth was installed in the center of 
the lawn . Then, in September, we planted 80 Hebe plants 
around its perimeter, and this was followed in November by 
interplanting hundreds of spring bulbs . Our focus for 2019 
is to bring the lawn back to health and install a variety of 
plants in the new beds along the west edge .
On an ongoing basis, our work involves the very basics of 
good gardening . We spread compost over the beds in the 
spring and we rake leaves onto the beds in the fall . In be-
tween those tasks, we keep up on the weeding, prune shrubs, 
and water as necessary . The result of these routine chores is 
the glorious beauty that we see through each season of the 
year . We welcome all to join us, green thumb or not . Just 
bring your gloves and a water bottle . We have extra tools!

—Norva Osborn, norva@ix.netcom.com

GREENBELT
The Saint Mark’s Greenbelt continues to inspire those who 
have chosen to help nature return to this small slice of native 
habitat in the middle of Seattle . We have 5 dedicated Forest 
Steward’s (2 parishioners and 3 community members) who 
are slowly eradicating the invasive plants in the greenbelt 

MISSION TO SEAFARERS
Mission to Seafarers is an Anglican ministry which offers 
mariners spiritual and practical support in ports world-
wide . Our local ministry visits ships calling in Seattle, Ta-
coma and Everett . Cargo ship chaplains supply mariners 
with phone and internet cards and materials ranging from 
Bibles and devotional literature, prayer cards and rosaries 
to local newspapers and maps as well as trade publications . 
Occasionally, chaplains offer rides into town or to shopping 
areas . The ministry also has a driver, who works several days 
a week . In cruise ship season, volunteers shuttle crew mem-
bers from Pier 91 to downtown Seattle and back . In serving 
seafarers, volunteers bring God’s love to often forgotten sail-
ors, who work far from their homes . 
The Seafarers Mission has more visibility than it has had over 
the last few years . A few Saint Mark’s members help drive 
during cruise ship season . The two Service Corps members 
assigned to the mission have provided day-to-day stability 
in regularly visiting ships in port and managing the opera-
tions of the program . 

—Earl Grout, deaconeg@gmail.com

SAINT BRIGID’S BANQUET 
For several years, Saint Brigid’s Banquet (SBB) has provided 
nutritious, hot meals to people in Seattle who experience 
homelessness or food insecurity . In 2017, SBB provided 
monthly meals at the St . Martin de Porres men’s shelter (ev-
ery third Sunday) and bi-monthly meals at Teen Feed in the 
University District (every other second Friday) . Dedicated 
teams of cooks, drivers, and hosts gathered to prepare and 
serve meals for these two communities . Thanks to the faith-
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Lowell Elementary volunteers

and replacing them with native trees, shrubs, and ground 
covers . In 2018 we planted upwards of 1,000 native plants . 
The greenbelt has a substantial number of evergreen trees 
that are starting to create the desired blockage of year round 
sun, turning the habitat into one that reflects a NW forest, in-
stead of a neglected urban ravine . We hold work parties ap-
proximately every two weeks from mid January to mid June, 
take the summer off, and resume in mid Sept . to mid De-
cember . All Cathedral parishioners and staff are welcome to 
join our work parties (visit seattle.greencitypartnerships.org 
 to sign up) . 

—Robert Hayden, rehayden2000@aim.com

JUBILEE DEBT MINISTRY
Jubilee USA works for reforms on debt, tax, bank and finan-
cial institution reform . Our contribution of $1 per pledg-
ing household to Jubilee USA helps us to live into solidarity 
with impoverished people and impact millions of lives by 
changing the policies that keep people in poverty . 

—Betsy Bell, betsy@hihohealth.com

HEALTH RESOURCE MINISTRY
Saint Mark’s Cathedral offers the opportunity to donate 
used but in good order medical equipment devices (e .g . 
walkers, wheelchairs, canes, and other portable devices) 
and then makes this equipment available to members of 
the congregation either to borrow or permanently . Contact 
Mary Segall for further information .

—Mary Segall, mesegall@yahoo.com

Parish  Ministries
LOWELL ELEMENTARY
Lowell Elementary at 11th & Mercer is the closest public 
school to Saint Mark’s . The student population is very di-
verse and includes many homeless students from downtown 
shelters, as well as designated medically fragile students in 
the Seattle School District .
Lowell Elementary came to the attention of Dean Thomason 
and Bishop Rickel in 2017 after an NPR segment about the 
needs of the school . Since then, Saint Mark’s has developed 
a relationship with the school and a few parishioners now 
volunteer on a regular basis as tutors, playground monitors, 
field trip chaperones, and special event helpers . Saint Mark’s 
hosted very successful food and gift drives at Christmas of 
2017 and 2018, which included contributions from many 
parishioners .
There continues to be a need for tutors, field trip chaperones, 
and other areas . It is our hope that the families at Lowell 
Elementary can feel the support of the Saint Mark’s congre-
gation and come to know us as a caring neighbor . For more 
information contact Marjorie Ringness or go directly to the 
Seattle Public Schools volunteer page at seattlepublicschools.
volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=31389.

—Marjorie Ringness, marjorie@ringness.org 
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CATHEDRAL STAFF
The Very Rev . Steven L . Thomason, Dean & Rector

The Rev . Canon Jennifer King Daugherty, Associate to the Rector 
The Rev . Canon Nancy Ross, Associate to the Rector

The Rev . Cristi Chapman, Curate 
The Rev . Earl Grout, Deacon

Emily Austin, Deacon
Craig Ackermann, Sexton 

Jason Anderson, Compline Choir Director 
Liz Bartenstein, Communications Director 

Irene Beausoleil, Events & Office Coordinator
Greg Bloch, Liturgical Assistant & Shop Associate

Adam Conley, Seattle Service Corps Director
Erik Donner, Executive Assistant to the Dean 

Ian Ford, Sexton 
Rebekah Gilmore, Associate Musician & Choir School Director  

Michael Kleinschmidt, Canon Musician 
Karen Komoto, Finance Manager 

Barbara Martin, Child Care Director 
Kelly Moody, Director of Children’s and Family Ministries 

Lígia Pucci, Choir School Assistant Conductor
Gaye Scott, Cathedral Shop Manager

Madeleine Stephens, Music Administrator
Nicole Silvernale, Youth Ministry Intern 

Glenn Sands, Facilities Manager 
John Stuntebeck, Associate Organist

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES 
8 A.M.  Eucharist, Thomsen Chapel 
9 A.M.  Eucharist Cathedral Nave 
11 am Eucharist, Cathedral Nave

4:30 pm Choral Evensong, Cathedral Nave (First Sundays, October-May) 
7 pm Contemplative Eucharist, Thomsen Chapel 

9:30 pm Compline, Cathedral Nave

WEEKDAY SERVICE TIMES
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 6:30 PM

 Evening Prayer: McCaw or Thomsen Chapels
MONDAYS, 7:15–9:15 PM

 Centering Prayer in McCaw Chapel
WEDNESDAYS, 12 NOON

 Eucharist in Thomsen Chapel
THURSDAYS, 7 AM

 Eucharist in Thomsen Chapel
THURSDAYS, 12 PM

 Centering Prayer in Cathedral House 209  (temporary relocation)


