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Wherever you are on your journey 
of faith, you are welcome here.

I suspect you know the story of this 
cathedral well: nearly a century ago, 
the people of Saint Mark’s, meeting 
then on First Hill, those faithful people 
devoted a full decade to fundraising, 
and in 1928 this building rose from 
the earth with fertile zeal for all that 
would bear fruit here. 
This cathedral was conceived as a 
beacon of justice in the burgeoning 
city, a house of prayer for all people. 
It was envisioned as a grand gothic 
cathedral of the Pacific Northwest.
The market collapse and Great Depres-
sion soon intervened, construction 
was halted, and the bank in St. Louis 
foreclosed on the incomplete church. 
The people would reclaim the building 
in 1944 to be a church once more.
Fast forward to this decade, and the 
unfinished building stood in weary 
decay. Pieces of concrete fell from the 
walls, and it became clear that it had 
fallen to our generation to seize the 
dream in our own right, with a sense 
of urgency, to cultivate the promise 
that this cathedral holds for us, and for 
future generations.
The Living Stones project has sealed 
the building’s exterior for the first time 
in its history, we have new energy-
efficient windows to replace those that 
were literally falling out, and we have 
improved the building’s accessibility 
with a new front terrace and an 
elevator that has finally rendered all 
five levels of this holy box accessible. 
But all this work is not simply about 
restoring an old unfinished building; 
it’s about bearing witness to the 
fact that Saint Mark’s Cathedral is a 
community of people, a rich resource 
aimed at serving those who cross its 
threshold and those who are served 
when we leave this place. 

More than 800 names are now  
displayed on the new Donor Wall, a 
testament to the faithful and generous 
response to the call to preserve this 
wonderful cathedral as a locus of 
mission and ministry for generations to 
come. This includes 57 congregations 
across the Diocese of Olympia who 
have contributed to the effort. 
For all those who have been baptized 
or married here, for those whose loved 
ones have been buried from here, for 
all who worship here—this cathedral 
stands for you! 
For the 15,000 who listen to Compline 
on the radio each week, for those who 
gather for AA and Alanon meetings 
here, for the more than 100 community 
groups who use the cathedral campus 
for their meetings and events—this 
cathedral stands for you! 
For all who worship via livestream, for 
those who walk the labyrinth or take 
part in the Wisdom School, for those 
whose spirits are lifted by the sublime 
music offered here—this cathedral 
stands for you!
This cathedral stands to glorify God, 
to embrace our common humanity; 
it stands to respect and dignify every 
human being as a beloved child of 
God. And we who gather in this place 
trust that we stand on the shoulders 
who have gone before us, even while 
we lay down our hopes and dreams 
for those who will follow in future 
generations.
For your part in all this, and for the 
dream we have shared in making it a 
reality, I am exceedingly grateful.

The Rubric is a publication of Saint 
Mark’s Cathedral, Seattle, which 
celebrates who we are as a community: 
as a parish, as a cathedral for the 
Diocese of Olympia, as Episcopalians, 
and as Christians. 

Subscribe by email at  
saintmarks.org. Click on “Sign Up” 
at the bottom of the page under the 
heading “Stay in Touch.” To receive 
The Rubric in the mail, send your 
address to: info@saintmarks.org. 

GREETINGS from the 
DEAN

The Very Rev. Steven L. Thomason
Dean and Rector



SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES 
8 am Eucharist 
in Thomsen Chapel

9 am Eucharist 
in the Nave

11 am Eucharist  
in the Nave  
(Live streamed at  
saintmarks.org/livestream)

4:30 pm Choral Evensong 
in the Nave (First Sundays, 
October - May)
(Live streamed at  
saintmarks.org/livestream)

7 pm Contemplative Eucharist 
in Thomsen Chapel 

9:30 pm Compline
Chanted by the Compline Choir and 
broadcast live on King 98.1 fm

WEEKDAY SERVICE TIMES 
Monday through Friday, 6:30 pm 
Evening Prayer 
in McCaw or Thomsen Chapel

Mondays, 7:15 pm 
Centering Prayer 
in Thomsen Chapel

Wednesdays, 12 noon 
Holy Eucharist 
in Thomsen Chapel 

Thursdays, 7 am 
Holy Eucharist 
in Thomsen Chapel

For more information 
about Worship and Prayer at 
Saint Mark’s, visit saintmarks.org.
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A Dedication 90 years in the making
ince the first cornerstone was laid, gener-
ation after generation has built upon the 
legacy that is Saint Mark’s Cathedral. 

The generosity of the 816 donors and 57 par-
ishes listed in the pages following has ensured 
that the cathedral is ready for one hundred 
more years of ministry and beyond.

This Living Stones Capital Campaign project 
successfully sealed and secured the exterior 
cladding; installed new, double-paned energy 
efficient windows; and installed a new eleva-
tor—making all levels of the cathedral acces-
sible to all for the first time in its history. The 
project also included the renovation of a wel-
coming front patio and the addition of a Celtic 
cross on the cathedral façade, clearly proclaim-
ing Christ in the city of Seattle and drawing  
visual and symbolic ties to the rose window 
visible from Interstate 5.

S

Above left: Celtic cross on the cathedral façade and the new laby-
rinth (more on page 15); two views of the new baptismal font (more 
on page 10); one of the dedication plaques that sit beneath the new 
windows; Bishop Rickel pours water into the font.



	

A Dedication 90 years in the making

	

On October 21, 2018, the community gathered for the Dedication and 
Consecration of the Cathedral Renovations. 

The special liturgy was officiated by Bishop Greg Rickel, with the com-
bined voices of the Cathedral Choir and the Evensong Choir filling the 
cathedral with beautiful music. A festive gala reception followed. The 
service can still be viewed at saintmarks.org/livestream. 

Saint Mark’s is profoundly grateful to parishes from all over the Diocese 
of Olympia who contributed to the campaign. Two of the parishes in-
volved shared what participation meant:

“Our community at All Saints, Vancouver was blessed to be able to sup-
port The Living Stones Campaign. We are graced and awed by Saint 
Mark’s beautiful presence on the hill. Living Stones allowed us to show 
our love, care and deep respect for this sacred place.” 
- The Rev. Joseph Scheeler, Vicar, All Saints, Vancouver

“How blessed we are in the Diocese of Olympia to have a mighty Cathe-
dral that rises so prominently in the midst of the city and unapologetically 
proclaims itself to be a place of welcome and sanctuary, hope and healing, 
active learning and contemplation. As both sign and symbol, the witness 
offered by Saint Mark’s invites the wider culture to see Christian faith and 
engagement as both life-affirming and life-changing.” 
- The Rev. Lex Breckinridge, Rector, St. Thomas, Medina
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From top: Dean Thomason at the Dedication 
service; donors are asked to stand and be recog-
nized: John and Carol Hoerster; Hoerster family 
members. At right: The new donor wall, which sits 
outside the nave level of the elevator, names ev-
ery donor to the Living Stones Capital Campaign.
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cornerstone society
The Cathedral Foundation  
    of the Diocese of Olympia
leadership circle
John & Carol Hoerster
Janet Wright Ketcham
The Norcliffe Foundation
keystone donors
Anonymous
Chap & Eve Alvord
Joshua Green Memorial Fund
Spark Charitable Foundation
benefactors
The Chisholm Foundation
The Rev. Canon Jennifer & Will Daugherty
M. Eliza Davidson & Randolph Urmston
Ralph Ermoian & Kristen Kelly
Christine Smith & Kelliann Smith-Bailey
supporters
Anonymous
Allan & Anne Affleck
Carol Batchelder
Mel & Mary Butler
C. Kent & Sandra Carlson
Robert & Sue Collett
Jonathan Crossley, Jr
Kurt & Suzan DelBene
Diocese of Olympia
Jane Gamble
The Rev. Earl Grout
Phillip & Eda Lee Haas
Richard & Heather Hodsdon
David A. Jenkins
B. Gerald Johnson & Linda Larson
Joshua Green Foundation
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
John Neitzel
Estate of Marion Oliver McCaw Garrison
Andrew & Loveta Price, Jr
Marjorie Ringness
John Simmons
Sandra Smith & Mary Lonien
The Rev. Canon Patricia Taylor
Gerard & Nancy van Wesep

partners
R. Miller Adams & Cheryl Roberts
Kerry & Janet Allman
Nancy Alvord
Marjorie Anderson
Marion Anderson
Apex Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Barrie Austin
Jo Ann Bailey
Hisako Beasley
Betsy Bell
F. Curt & Barbara Bennett
Nancy Beyer Cannon
Eulalie Bloedel Schneider Family	
Carolyn Blount
LaDonna Bowers
Pamela Bradburn
Robert Braun, Jr
Harriet Bullitt
James R. Buskirk
Amelia Canaday

Richard & Jane Carter
The Rev. Cristi Chapman
Charles & Maria Coldwell
Robert Court
Robert & Sally Curnutt
William & Laurie Daniel
Dent Davidson & James Paddleford
Amanda Davis
Therese Day
Mary Dickinson
Robert & Phyllis Duin
Kathleen Elkins
Barbara & Steve Erickson
William Etnyre
Miles Ewing & Katie Hoisington
Mary Frederick
John Friedman
James Gale & Virginia McDermott
Sherry Garman
Lauren Gorter & Grace Arnold
Pamela Gray & Ross Hays
James & Carol Green
Richard Greene
Paul & Rebecca Haley
Thomas & Marjorie Hayton
Edward & Mary Henderson, Jr
Samuel Herring & Lynn Noordam
Helen Lee Holcomb
R. Scott Hulet
William & Ruth Hurt, III
Thomas Jacka
David M. Jenkins
Paul Johns
Roberta Kanive
Robert Kirkman & Gakyung Chung
James Klein & Christopher Fork
Re Knack and Brian & Cadence Cole
Susan Knirk
Karen Knudson
Mark Kuiper & Kristen Austin
The Rev. John & Jeanie Lambert
Roger & Jean Leed
David & Linda Leisy
Virginia & Brian Lenker
Donald & Alice Jean Lewis
Philip & Karen Lloyd
Everil Loyd, Jr & Joanne DelBene
Margaret Lucas
Lynne S. Markova
Carol Matzke
Rudolph Mazza
Ann McCartney
Sandra McCloud
Peter & Susan McClung
Marshal McReal
Gordon & Jacquelyn Miller
Janet Miller
M. Keith & Dorothy Moore, Jr
Robert & Margaret Moore
Mary Mullen
James & Ruth Mulligan
Michael Murphree
Susan Nicoll
Inez Noble Black
S. Jon Olson
Olson Kundig Architects
Jonie & Llewelyn Pritchard
Victoria Reed

Russell & Julia Reid
The Rev. M. Sue Reid
Robert & Penelope Reid
Darby Ringer
George & The Rev. Patricia Robertson
Nanette Rosenthal & Bill Zook
Margaret Rothschild
Douglas Sanborn & The Rev. Canon Marda 
Steedman Sanborn
Ronald Schwartz	
John & Barbara Selberg
Roger Sherman
Gregory Simon & Julie Braybrooks
Katherine Sodergren
Spectrum Development Solutions
Diane Stevens
Estate of The Rev. David Storm
Walter Stuteville
T. Neal & Nanette Sullins
Karrie & Donald Sutkus
Bishop Cabell & Hyde Tennis
The Very Rev. Steven & Kathy Thomason
Kathryn & Robert Thompson
Turner Construction Company
Andrew & Nancy Valaas
Timi & Brian Vann
Elise von Koschembahr
The Rev. Carol Westpfahl
The Jonathan F. Whetzel Family
Carolyn White
Stephen Whyte & Rebecca Ralston
David Wild & Michilu Gargiulo
Herbert Williams
Kenneth & Rosemary Willman
Lawrence & Janet Wilson
Jennifer & Tracy Wong
Roland Yancey & Nancy Pearson
friends
Anonymous (3)
The Rev. William S. Adams  
& The Rev. Amy Donohue-Adams
Thomas Adams
Cynthia Ademujohn
Sandra Ahn
Dawn Aiken
Oluseyi Akanni
Neshia Alaovae & Blake Thompson
Thaddas Alston
Robert Amador
JoAn Andenes
Stacy Andersen & Lyle Bicknell
Deborah Anderson
Dr. Jason Anderson
Mark & Carol Anderson
Sherilyn Anderson & David Tan
Mary Jane Anderson
The Rev. Mary Anderson
The Rev. Dianne Andrews
The Rev. Canon Joan Anthony
William & Nancy Anthony
Terry Arnett 
Rolf Arvidson 
Barrie & Margaret Austin
Don & Pamela Avriett
Jennifer & Daniel Babuca 
Laura Bailey
Kendall & Sonia Baker

living stones: building for ministry  
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN DONORS
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Wendy Baker
Karen Bargelt
Penny Barker
Donna Barnes
Robert Barnett
Sheila Barney
The Rev. Rilla Barrett
Dr. Anthony & Timothy Barrick
Elizabeth Bartenstein
Priscilla Bates
Duncan & Mary Bayne
Samantha Beadel
James Bean
Erin & Casey Beary Andersen
Sarah Beer
Layne Benofsky
Clara Berg
Jean Berry
Mark & Reshma Berryman
Barbara Bertolin
Kevin & Sarah Beshlian
The Rev. Thomas Bigelow
Kathy Bintz & Steve Kenyon
Robert Bley-Vroman
Gregory Bloch
Bruce Blocher
John & Sharon Bloodgood
Sallie Bodie
Martha Bolen
Elisabeth Bottler
Emily Bourcier
The Bowton-Meade Family
Colleen & Thomas Boyns
Cheryl & Harold Bradshaw
Patrick Bradshaw
Terrence Brady & Graham Segroves
Mary Anne Braund & Stephen Pellegrin
The Rev. Diane Brelsford
Virginia Brelsford
Christopher Breunig
Richard Briggs
William Broesamle, Jr & Rebecca Novelli
Mac & Caroline Brown
Kyle Brown
Deborah Brown
Zachary & Caroline Brown
Christopher Brown & Sandra Nelson
Paul & Asuka Brown
Val Brustad
Katharine Bullitt
Joshua & Angie Burgin
Pamela Burke
Margaret Bustion & Bill Ferensen
Richard & Catherine Butler
Carol Butterfield
Danielle & Brian Butz
The Rev. Carlos & The Rev. Julianna Caguiat
John & Marie Cain
Cate Callahan
Georgene & Steve Camp
Margaretta & Joseph Campagna
Thomas Campbell & Keith McCullough
Russell C. Campbell
Elisabeth Carr
John Carroll
Jack & Casey Carsten
Alan Carter
Craig Caswell & Louise Gringel-Caswell
Karen Ann Chalupnik
Rocky & Kristi Champagne
Robert Chapman
Cynthia Chirot

The Rev. Corbet & Myra Clark
Nancy Cleminshaw & Paul Balmforth
Renee & Curt Clugston
Lynne Cobb
Theresa Cochrane
Scott Cochrane
Thomas Coldwell
Scott Colee & Renee Raker Colee
The Compline Choir 
Janice Condit
Frances & Gerald Conley
The Rev. Doyt & Kristen Conn
Gretchen Cook
Robert Corwin
Julie Coryell
Martha Craig
The Rev. Stephen Crippen
Joanna Crocker
Katherine Crosier
Mary Cumming
Linda Czeisler
Michael & Loy Dahl
Br. Paul Dahlke, OSF & Mary Mac Dahlke
Mary Daniels
Alan Davidson
C. Russ Davies & Donna Martin
Carrie Davis
Patricia de la Fuente
The Rev. Susan Dean
The Rev. Christine Demura
Vasco dePinna
Stephen Deutermann
The Rev. Whitney & Craig DeVine
Caitlin Dick
Idalice Dickinson
Maegan Dirac
Vinh Do
Linda Donato
Erik & Jennifer Donner
Harley & Christy Donner
Becky Doubles
S. Wayne Duncan
Margaret Duncan
Anderson & Jillon Dupree
MJ Durkee
Jennifer Durrie
Susan & George Durrie
Margaret Duryee
Katherine Eaton
Henry Eickhoff
Sarah Elwood-Faustino
Michael Entzminger  
& Allison Curd-Entzminger
Mardell Ericson
Daniel & Nancy Esterly
Michael & Barbara Evans
William & Sandra Evenson
Brian Fairbanks
Sally Farrell
Jacqueline Farwell
John Feathers
Sharon Ferguson
Timothy & Barbara Fielden
Robert & Marilyn Firman
Emily Firman
Mary Ellen Flannery & George Moore
Margaret Foerch
William & Karen Forbes
The Rev. Canon Charles & Carolyn Forbes
Ian Ford
Carol & Thomas Foster 
The Rev. Todd & Becky Foster

Patrick & Sara Fox
Richard Francis
Marc Fredson
John Freeman
Fremont Abbey Arts
Jessica & Jeremy Friedlander
The Rev. James Friedrich  
& The Rev. Karen Haig
Moira Fulton & Lee Daneker
Carole Furness
Arnie & Patricia Gaillard
Margaret Gaines & Mary Jane Lambert
Diana Gale
Andre & Patricia Gallant
Peter Garbes  
& Heather MacLaughlin Garbes
The Rev. Stephen Garratt & Margaret Niles
Jennifer & J. Scott Gary
Heidi Geis & Joseph Roza
William & Rochelle Giddings
John Gilbert
Richard Gilbert  
& Elizabeth Gruchala-Gilbert
Randall Gilchrist
The Rev. Jeffrey & Carolyn Gill
The Rev. Canon Richard Gillett
Rebekah Gilmore & Tyler Morse
Vicki Glover
The Rev. J.D. Godwin & David Stinson
Gloria & Oliver Goldman
Richard & Carol Goodall
William & Joy Goodenough, III
Alicia Goodwin & Ryan Kuykendall
Google Matching Gifts Program
Robert & Shannon Gould
Mark Graham & Allan Sy
Anita Gras Bryant & Thomas Kress
Erika & Blake Grayson
Thomas & Nan Grayston
Lawrence & Jean Greene
Betsy Greenman
Kyle & Deborah Gribskov
Br. Carle Griffin, OCP
Anne Griggs
James Groh
Nancy & Robert Grote
Kay Gullberg
Kathryn Habedank
Kate Halamay
Miranda Haley
Mary O. Haller
Gregory & Beatrix Hamm
The Rt. Rev. Sanford & Mari Hampton
Rae Hanashiro & Dan Peterson
Thomas & Edith Hankins
Eammon & Laura Hanlon
L. Elizabeth Hardisty
David Harms & Tamara Kincaid
Libby Harvey
Elizabeth Harvey
Mary Lou Hatcher
Patricia Hayden
Robert Hayden
Marian Hayes
The Rev. Robert & Sarah Hayman
George C. Haynes
Camille Hayward
Jill & Rodney Hearne
Stuart & Catherine Hennessey
Tonya Henninger
John & Lily Henson, IV
Newby & Catherine Herrod



Andrew Himes
Carole Hoerauf
Kate Hoerster & Jeff Stelling
Ann Holiday
William Hoppin
Gwen Horne
Carol Horton
The Rev. Josh, Christine & Sarah Hosler
Caroline Houser
James Howard
Roy L. Hughes Jr.
David & Dianna Hurley
Barbara Huston
Marie Huwe
Thomas Iurino & Elizabeth Lunney
Marni Jacobs
The Rev. Canon E. Michael & June Jackson
Robert Jenkins
Mildred Jesse
The Rev. Frederick & Kristen Jessett
Sean Jeung
The Rev. Christina Jillard
Allen Johnson
Delia Johnson & Rose Mullins
Deacon Eric Johnson 
Kay Johnson & Joseph Zunt
Kevin Johnson
Thomas & Patricia Jones
Nicholas Jones
Kathleen Jorgenson Jang
Armond Joseph
Carol Judge & Richard Wyckoff
Margaret G. Judson
Dr. Michael & Nancy Kamitsuka 
Jacqualynn Karsten
Masashi & Naomi Kato
Michael & Priscilla Kaufmann
Mary Baldwin Kennedy
William Kennedy, Jr
June Kerr
Terry Ketcham
Heidi Kim & Alec Campbell
Charles Kincy & Phoebe Kitanidis
Walter & Louise Kind
D. Michael Kleinschmidt & Marc Aubertin
Melinda & Thomas Kmitta
Wallson & Rebecca Knack 
LeRoy Knoch
Colleen Knowles & Dave Mahoney
Karen Komoto
Aleta Konkol
Lisa Kothari
J. Scott Kovacs
George & Mary Kraft
Nicholas & Brenna Kramer
Anne Marie Krivens
Rosemary Krsak
John & Merran Kubalak
Alicia & David Kutsunai
Jan & Judith Kyle
Dale & Chih-Chieh Largent
The Rev. Armand & Ruby Larive
Barbara A. Larson
Paul & Linda Larson
Linda Lawson
Jean Leavens
Robert & Kathleen Lee
Martha Leigh & Joseph Brady
Erick & Judy Leithe
Lucy & Terry Leitzell
Rosemarie & Norman LeMoine
Michael Lenington

Don & Carla Lewis
Elinor O. Lindquist
Beverly Linkletter
Collum & Martha Liska
Page Loeb
Julia Logan
Robin & Court Lorenzini
Renee Lund
Taylor & Jacob Lunde
Shawn & Julie Lutz
Vi Lynk
Phyllis MacCameron
Catherine MacDonald
Timothy Mackey
Sharon Maeda
Kazuyo Makimura
Clifford Malm
Sandra & Emmett Maloof
Frederick Mansfield
Marjorie Manwaring
René Marceau
Markham & Cheryl Marshall
The Rev. Dr. Nancee Martin
Elizabeth Martini & John Bacus
Jeremy Matheis & Jeffrey Ricco
Ann Matheson & Karen Nilson
Joan Matheson
Martin Matsui
Joel Matter
James & Susan Mattison
Mary Maxon
David Maxville
Margaret Maxwell
Stanley & Janet McCammon
Chester McCorkle, Jr & Sandra Archibald
Janet McCully
Alice McCully
Pearl McElheran
Eleanor McFarland  
& The Rev. Dr. Peter Strimer
Patricia & Joseph McGuire
Jacob & Aurelie McKinstry
Marilyn McLauchlan
Rhoda McLauchlan
Malcolm & Hannah McLaurin
Christopher & Amanda McPeak 
John & Nancy McPeak
The Rev. Helen & Robert McPeak
Ruth McRee Schultz
Mark Medlin & William Bradshaw
Emily & Stuart Meeks
Maretta Menz
David Menz
The Rev. David Mesenbring
John & Susan Meyer
Marilyn Milberger
Stuart Miller
Leslie R. Miller
Ray Miller
The Rev. Mark Miller & Julie Garner
Justin & Nicolette Mills
James Mills & Gayle Countryman-Mills
Vicki Mills
Katherine Minsch
Gary & Virginia Minugh
Susan & William Mix
Steve & Kathrine Moen
Kelly R. & W. Jacob Moody
Gerrit & Jeanette Moore
Canon Becky Morrill
David Morton 
Shan & Lora Mullin

The Rev. Laura & Michael Murray
Edward Murray & Michael Shiosaki
Margaret Naff
Nan Nalder
John Narver
Kari Nasby
D. Bradford Neary
Diana Neely
Martin & Vicki Nelson, Jr
Richard & Meri Nelson
Roberta Nestaas
Jonathan Nicholas
Vernon Nicodemus
Daniel Niven & Elizabeth Mahoney-Niven
Barbara & David Nordfors
The Rev. Frederick & Jule Northup
Frederick Northup, Jr
Scott Nurmi & Kathryn Barnhouse
Kathleen Nyhuis
Heather & Gregory Oaksen
Kelli O’Brien
Lyn O’Doran
Lynn Offutt
Georgia Oistad
Norva Osborn & Stephen Bayne
Timothy & Pamela O’Sullivan
Susan Ott Ralph
The Rev. Canon P. Lance & Jenness Ousley
Linda Owen
Courtney Owen & Gayana Bagdasaryan
Richard & Sally Parks
Ginger & Ebb Pate
Susan M. Payne 
Beverly Pegues
Jane Pelly
Kenneth Pendergrass
Robert Pendergrass
Ken Pentland
Michael Perera
Cara Peterson & Dominic Doneux
Kenneth Peterson & Margaret O’Donnell
Sherilyn Peterson
Carol Pettersen
Michelle Pierce
Sandra Piscitello
The Rev. Esther Poirier
Frank & Judy Pollard
Laura Poston
Janice Potter
George Pro
The Rev. Carla & Eric Pryne
Alan Quigley
Ross Radley & Anita Lammert
Joyce Ramee
Michael & Donna Ramos
Karen & Don Rasmussen
Garry & Marilyn Redlich
J. Stephen & Alice Reid
Randall & Ann Revelle
Jeffrey & Jean Reynolds
Eleanor Rich
Danielle Richmond
The Rt. Rev. Gregory & Martha Rickel
Marcus Rieke
Emily Riesser & Thomas Sunderland
Chris Rigos
Catherine Roach
The Rev. Dr. William Roberts  
& David Hoover
Thomas Robinson & Carla Murray
Jane Rohrer
Jean Rolfe
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Stuart Rolfe
Alexei Romanov
Kimerly Rorschach & John Hart
The Rev. Canon Nancy Ross
Esther Ross
Clayton Rutschow
The Rev. Michael G. Ryan
C. Patrick & Virginia Sainsbury
Joshua Sandoz
Glenn Sands
Julie Santos & Tim Ufkes
Dr. James Savage
Edmund Schramko
Julia Schuchart
The Rev. Richard & Margaret Scott
Gaye & Nick Scott
Mike & Mary Seewer
Michael Seewer
Mary Segall
Peter & Ellen Seibert
R. Scott & Linda Severs
Elizabeth Shea
E. Marita Sheeran
Audrey Sheffield
The Rev. Pauline Shigaki
The Rev. Canon Jerry Shigaki
Kathryn Shuman
Ronda Skubi & Edward Sheets
Elisabeth Sloat & Marc Rothschild
Charles & D. Joy Smith
Peyton & Megan Smith
Wyatt Smith
Page Smith-Bilski
Charleen Smith-Riedel
Jim & Burnley Snyder
David & Jannie Spain
Roy & Amy Sparks
Cynthia & Heath Spencer
Janette Spencer
Saint James Cathedral, Seattle
Sasha Stanton
The Rev. Canon Edward Sterling III
Robert Stevens & Carlos Vargas Valdes
Marcia & Douglas Stevenson
The Rev. Ralph Stewart
Derek Stirewalt & Elizabeth Phelan
Jane & Charles Stonecipher
Priscilla Strand
Emily Streeper & Shane Wilson
Hope & Richard Stroble

John Stuntebeck & Christian Lokotsch
Elizabeth Sudela
Clyde & Karen Summerville
Gary & Elizabeth Sundem
Jennifer & Gregory Swanson
Gretchen Swanson Rosoff
Gwynn Swigart
Ellen Taft
Susan Tait
The Rev. William Tarter, OSF
Timothy Tattan
The Rev. Norman & Mary Ann Taylor
Dr. Carole Terry
Kathryn Terry, Michael  
& Cormac McGloin
Ellen Terry
Mary & Mark Thibodeau
Virginia Thiebaud
David Thompson
Alexandra & Alan Thompson
The Rev. John & Joan Thompson
The Rev. Susan Thompson  
& The Rev. Stina Pope
Douglas Thorpe & Judith Andrews
The Rev. Dr. Dennis Tierney  
& Dr. Grace Grant
Susan Todd
The Rev. Dr. Samuel Torvend
Wendy Townsend
The Rev. Murray & Mariette Trelease
George Treusch, Jr
William & Ruth True 
Doreen Tudor
William Turnipseed & David Strom
E. Katherine Turpin  
& Michael Cvitkovic
David Turrill  
& Mary Carmen Garcia Izquierdo
Kathleen Tyrrell
Underhill House
Sharon Van Valin
Manuel Vega
Darby & Adam Vigus
Christine Vilches
Marylyn Vincent
The Rev. Craig Vocelka
David Wagner
Janelle & Mark Walhout
Dewey Walker
Luke Walker & Joey Diebold

Thomas J. Walker
Lauren Walsh
Linda & Michael Wandell
Jonathan Warshaw
Thomas Weaver, Jr  
& Ramchandra Poudel
Eugene Webb
Kate Webster
John Weintraub
A.R. & Rita Weisbrod
The Rev. Jonathan Weldon
The Rev. Edith & A. John Weller
Kelley & Gary Western
The Rev. Richard Weyls
Peter & Patricia White
Tomlinson & Lyn White, Jr
The Rev. Charles Whitmore
Erin Wigger & Matthew Szwajkos
Stacy & Michael Wikstrom
James Wilcox
The Rev. Hollis & Katherine Williams
M. Pamela Williams
Eric Williams & Hedwig Lee
Caroline Willis
The Schultz-Wills Family
Elizabeth Wilson
Thomas & Barbara Wilson
Sharon Wilson & Van Bobbitt
Lauren Witt
The Rev. V. Eugene & Nancy Wolfe
Ann Woolfrey
V.L. Woolston & Karen Andersen
Vonne Worth
Robert & Cathleen Wright
Carol Wright
The Rev. Brian Wright
Diana Wright
Joseph Wright
Bagley & Virginia Wright Foundation
William Wurts
John & Kathryn Yerke
Megan Yoshimura & Allan Quiaoit
Douglas Young
Philip & Cheryl Young
Susan Youngsman and Evietta  
& Adrian Chapman
M. Sue Yunker-Jones
George & Bonnie Zinn

parish partners
All Saints Episcopal Church, Vancouver
Christ Episcopal Church, Anacortes
Christ Episcopal Church, Blaine 
Christ Episcopal Church, Puyallup
Christ Episcopal Church, Tacoma
Church of the Apostles, Seattle
Church of the Ascension, Seattle
Church of the Good Shepherd, Federal Way
Church of the Good Shepherd, Vancouver
Church of the Holy Spirit, Battle Ground
Church of the Resurrection, Bellevue
Church of the Transfiguration, Darrington
Epiphany Parish, Seattle
Faith Episcopal Church, Poulsbo
Good Samaritan Episcopal Church, Sammamish
St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church, Camano Island
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Tacoma
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Port Angeles
St. Antony Of Egypt Church, Silverdale

St. Augustine’s in-the-Woods Church, Freeland 
St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, Bainbridge Island
St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, Snoqualmie
St. Columba’s Episcopal Church, Kent
St. David’s Episcopal Church, Friday Harbor
St. David Emmanuel Church, Shoreline
St. Elizabeth Episcopal Church, Burien
St. Hilda–St. Patrick Church, Edmonds
St. Hugh Episcopal Church, Allyn
St. James Episcopal Church, Cathlamet
St. James Episcopal Church, Kent
St. John the Baptist Church, Seattle
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Olympia
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Kirkland
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Snohomish 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, South Bend
St. Luke’s–San Lucas Church, Vancouver 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Renton 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Seattle

St. Luke’s Memorial Church, Tacoma
St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church, Bellevue
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Montesano
St. Matthew–San Mateo Church, Auburn
St. Matthew Episcopal Church, Tacoma
St. Michael and All Angels Church, Issaquah
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Bellingham
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Seattle
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Port Townsend
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Bremerton
St. Peter’s Episcopal Parish, Seattle
St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, Marysville 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Seattle
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Oak Harbor
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Longview
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Medina
St. Timothy Episcopal Church, Chehalis
Trinity Episcopal Church, Everett
Trinity Parish Church, Seattle

9
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Saint Mark’s history is intertwined 
with the stories of decades of Seattle’s 
community leaders. Some of these 
saints are remembered by their in-
fluence on music, liturgy or justice 
work. Some are remembered for their 
decades of steadfast service and guid-
ance; their imprint is found in the 
strength and faithfulness of the com-
munity itself, generation after genera-
tion. As each cohort takes its place to 
lead and shape Saint Mark’s as a bea-
con of hope in Seattle, they stand—
with thanksgiving—on the shoulders 
of those who have gone before.

The new baptismal font at Saint 
Mark’s is given to the glory of God 
and in memory of two such leaders, 
Helen and William Baird. The font 
greets visitors entering the nave; it is a 
striking marble and copper sculpture. 
Water flows from a cool, shallow bowl 
of white marble and streams down 
the side of the solid marble font to 
a large copper pool below, taking an 
asymmetrical path evocative of a nat-
ural spring. The beauty and simplicity 
of the moving water carries layers of 
liturgical and artistic symbolism. A 
dedication plaque hangs on the wall 
to the side of the font: “To the Glo-
ry of God and in loving memory of 
Helen and William Baird, by the True 
Family.”

When Ruth Baird True and Molly 
Baird Van Nostrand gathered recently 
to share memories of their grandpar-
ents, it was clear that Helen and Wil-
liam (“Bill”) Baird had a profound 
impact on all those they cared for— 

children, grandchildren, neighbors, 
parishioners and Seattle’s civic insti-
tutions as well. By their longstanding 
commitment to Saint Mark’s minis-
tries, these grandparents passed along 
a love for Saint Mark’s to their grand-
daughters at an early age. “I always 
had a relationship with God through 
Grandma Baird and the church,” Ruth 
reflected. Especially after Bill retired 
from the construction firm he found-
ed—one that contributed to the Pan-
ama Canal and Grand Cooley Dam—
the couple focused their tremendous 
gifts of administration, hospitality 
and leadership on Saint Mark’s. “In 
their later years, most of their life was 
really dedicated to making it a better 
place,” said Molly.

It’s the Sunday school hour, sometime 
in the mid 1960s, but Ruth and Molly 
Baird aren’t in the classroom. Instead, 
they’re bounding about the hallways, 
nooks and crannies of the Cathedral 
House, popping through unlocked 
doors and making discoveries all their 
own. Their grandmother Helen is likely 
preparing for services with the altar 
guild, welcoming newcomers or lead-
ing a meeting. Grandfather Bill is in his 
office (pictured on next page, top left), 
poring over accounting statements and 
maintenance requirements for the ca-
thedral’s finicky boiler.

“[A sense of deeper community] was 
what Saint Mark’s stood for—I think 
in part because of its location. Saint 
Mark’s was different; it was commu-
nity-centered from the beginning,” 
said Molly. Helen served as a central 

THROUGH NEW 
BAPTISMAL FONT, 
GENERATIONS 
CONNECT

At right: Herb Williams and Helen Baird 
in the choir loft. Helen would assist Herb 

when he played organ at weddings at 
the cathedral, giving him cues for when 

to start playing.  
Below: Grandpa William Baird with 

Molly Baird Van Nostrand and Ruth True. 

pillar of the faith community, having 
been through many of Saint Mark’s 
transitions, from the depression era, 
when the parish could not make its 
mortgage payments on the building 
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and had to move temporarily to Trin-
ity Episcopal Parish, to the 1940’s and 
1950’s when the work of reclaiming, 
building and expanding the cathedral 
took place.

Helen is described by her granddaugh-
ters as innately liberal and warm, with 
a feisty and irreverent streak marked 
by a distinctive “cackle.” She believed 
in treating everyone equally, and 
demonstrated this as she advocated 
for the LGBTQ community in Seattle, 
rode on floats in the Gay Pride Parade 
and was an involved resident of Capi-
tol Hill. She was the first woman spe-
cial education teacher in Washington, 

At left: The new baptismal font at Saint 
Mark’s. Above: Bill Baird in his office in 
the Cathedral House at Saint Mark’s. 
Above middle: Sisters Ruth Baird True 
and Molly Baird Van Nostrand. Above 
right: The baptismal font and sanctuary.

recognizing the gifts and integrity of 
people with developmental disabili-
ties. She retired after more than sixty 
years as a public school teacher and 
left a legacy of compassion and re-
spect for all students. Ruth describes 
her “sense of fair play...in her mind, 
there was no reason that just because 
you’re different you shouldn’t be able 
to have fun and be loved and partici-
pate in life. She was remarkable.”

Grandfather Bill Baird served as 
the Business Administrator at Saint 
Mark’s from 1963 to 1971, during 
the tenure of Dean John Leffler. “He 
was in charge of everything at Saint 
Mark’s except the clergy or religion, 
other than praying for the boiler,” say 
his granddaughters. He’d drive them 
to church every Sunday morning in 
a Volvo almost as faulty as the boiler 
and then proceed to bring the build-
ing to life. Though he displayed a 
gruff exterior, it hid a tenderness for 
his family and a love for the church. 
He and Helen taught their family to 
live by the “Code of the West”—prior-
itization of honor and respect for all, 
“doing the right thing,” and a focus on 
family.

Bill died in October 1970, just shy of 
his 71st birthday, while Helen lived 
to 101 years old, dying in September 
2003. Years later, as Saint Mark’s com-
pleted its Living Stones Capital Cam-
paign renovations to clad the build-

ing’s exterior and install permanent 
windows in the cathedral, the dream 
of a new baptismal font to complete 
the interior space came to be. In con-
versations with Dean Thomason, Bill 
True, husband to Ruth, developed a 
vision with local Seattle artist Julie 
Speidel to create a font that would an-
chor the worship space with a sense of 
permanence and weight.

Both Bill and Ruth share a love for 
“unsuspecting art experiences,” which 
has been evident in their years of com-
missioning public art all over Seattle. 
Last year, they commissioned a hand-
woven textile piece titled Sanctuary, 
by artist Josh Faught, which hung in 
the Cathedral Nave at Saint Mark’s 
from Jan 2017 to October 2018. 

On bringing art into the cathedral 
space, Ruth said, “Saint Mark’s has 
always had that brutalist, unfinished 
look to it.” This current remodel 
brings previous additions and adap-
tations together, tying them together 
with the rose window. “It’s really been 
nicely done. It feels like there’s an op-
portunity for art.”

These outward and visible signs in-
vite beauty and symbolism into the 
space and weave a thread to genera-
tions past, reminding us of their ser-
vice and dedication to God’s call and 
inspiring us to follow their lead, as so 
many at Saint Mark’s have since Helen 
and Bill.



Fast forward then to the year 1774, and at the inaugu-
ral session of the First Continental Congress laying the 
groundwork of what would become this nation, there was 
a call to prayer at the beginning of the first day. Mr. Duche, 
a delegate from South Carolina who happened to be an 
Episcopal priest also, was cited to begin his prayer. He 
tapped Psalm 35 at the opening: “Plead my cause, O Lord, 
with them that strive with me: fight against them that fight 
against me...”

A dangerous appropriation of scripture that seemed to 
suggest that scripture is partisan when it most certainly 
is not. Sam Adams of Massachusetts, writing home to his 
beloved Abigail, reported that Mr. Duche then “struck out 
into extemporary prayer which filled the bosom of every 
man present.” And then they got on with their work. 

In summoning a divine blessing upon their cause of free-
dom, religion and politics were intermingled that day… 
and have been in this nation every day since.1  

In the early days of the American Civil War, a more pen-
sive Abraham Lincoln welcomed a group of northern 
Christian clergymen to the White House. One among 
them reportedly said how great it was to have God on our 
side in the war, which prompted Lincoln to admonish the 
minister that we should not be so arrogant as to think God 
on our side; rather, we should fervently pray that we are on 
God’s side.

We have been horrified once more at the heart-wrenching 
ways our political leaders have used their power to score 
political points at the great expense of others. It is a tragic 
example of power run amok, and while we are not a Chris-
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A SERMON PREACHED BY THE VERY REV. STEVEN L. THOMASON, DEAN AND RECTOR, 
AT SAINT MARK’S CATHEDRAL ON SEPTEMBER 30, 2018

Mark 9:42-50. Jesus said, “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better 
for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, 
cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your 
foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if 
your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and 
to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is 
good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

After the Emperor Constantine declared in the year 313 
that Christians should have the right to practice their re-
ligion freely, there was a melding of sorts between politics 
and the Christian religion.

No longer threatened with persecutions, the rolls of Chris-
tianity swelled. Some had more commitment to this way 
than others…

Many in the Roman army—soldiers—found it politically 
expedient to become Christian as well, stepping into their 
baptismal waters, but with a hedge. These soldiers would 
hold their sword hand out of the waters of baptism as they 
went under—the hand would not be baptized so they 
thought, since it would continue in its chief purpose of 
waging war. 

Even Constantine hedged in his faith by postponing his 
baptism until years later as he approached his death. He 
did so so that he could continue his worldly ways of pow-
er, unbaptized. 

It is said that while Constantine was about the work of 
building the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem 
over the presumptive site of Jesus’ crucifixion, he took the 
nails from the supposed cross of Christ and melted them 
down to fit a bridle for his war horse—a Christian horse 
for a Christian emperor waging war with Christian sym-
bols on his armor. It stops us short, doesn’t it?

Centuries later, we incline to the horror at such misguided 
appropriations of our religious ancestors who saw fit to in-
termingle religion and politics to serve their purposes us-
ing bizarre and really troublesome rationalizations along 
the way.

Religion and Politics
CENTERPIECE: SERMON



tian nation, most of the people we 
watched bully and beat up on others 
are Christian, and the image that has 
remained with me is of them holding 
their hands out of their baptismal wa-
ters.

Secular politics in our nation has be-
come a zero-sum game, a tribal melee, 
of us versus them—in which one can 
seemingly only measure victory for 
one’s self by ensuring another must 
lose, and no one, no one, is apparently 
safe from the perilous aim of rational-
ized political scorekeeping.

It was theologian Reinhold Neibuhr 
in 1944, when the outcome of World 
War II was anything but certain, who 
said: “Man’s capacity [sic] for justice 
makes democracy possible; but man’s 
inclination to injustice makes democ-
racy necessary.”2 

And it feels to many of us these days  
that our democracy might just not 
hold in the face of such ripened hos-
tility that justifies the vilification of 
victims of sexual assault for Machia-
vellian theater. It makes no sense. It 
leaves us wondering what possible 
hope is there for our children who 
witness our leaders behave so igno-
miniously? What messages are we 
sending them? 

And yet, into this milieu of our deso-
late bewilderment comes one who 
gave his life to invite us into a differ-
ent way. And alongside all of these 
horrors playing out in Washington, 
I have been wrestling also with this 
passage from Mark’s gospel wherein 
Jesus uses hyperbole to get our atten-
tion. They are dreadful images—lop-
ping off hands and feet, plucking out 
eyes, making millstone pendants for 
ourselves and then go jumping in the 
sea… all better than causing “little 
ones to stumble.” It’s a phrase that re-
quires some unpacking.

13

The Greek word “little ones” translat-
ed here,  μικρῶν (Mikron), echoes Je-
sus’ recent holding a child  in his arms 
and then he broadens that meaning of 
not just children, but all who are mar-
ginalized in society, in his time and 
in ours—and in our time that could 
mean children, it could mean women, 
it could mean people of color, it could 
be refugees, or immigrants, or those 
with non-heteronormative identity 
or orientation. The list can go on and 
on, but Jesus said he came to serve, 
not to be served, and he is speak-
ing of these when he said “I came to 
serve.” We would do well to espouse 
the same worldview. There is no place 
for holding our hand out of the pro-
verbial waters of mercy for those who 
are victimized by the powers and 
principalities of this world. There is 
no place for it.

And the notion of “causing one to 
stumble”: the Greek verb here is 
σκανδαλίσῃ (skandalise), from which 
we get our word scandalous. Literally 
it means causing one to fall, causing 
one to trip, tripping someone or trap-
ping someone—and underneath that 
you get the graphic consequences im-
bedded in it all: the broken skin, the 
fleshy wounds, the pain, and the fear. 
It is scandalous because it is disgrace-
ful. It is disgraceful because it is evil. 

If the scandal of this season has trau-
matized you or retraumatized you, I 
stand in this pulpit, in this church, 
and I say today with you, to you, I am 
deeply sorry for that. I long for the 
day when our nation will, as Lincoln 
once wrote, be touched again by the 
better angels of our nature. That is not 
today, but I know that day will come.

Please know that you are not alone, 
and this community, while imperfect, 
strives to be about the work of heal-
ing and wholeness for all. We want 

There is no place for holding our hand out of the proverbial waters of mercy for those 
who are victimized by the powers and principalities of this world. There is no place for it.

this to be a safe place for you, for all 
people who have been wounded by 
the wiles of patriarchal power. I want 
every one of you to know that, in this 
era of #MeToo, this church is com-
mitted to creating safe spaces for you 
to share your stories. In the coming 
weeks, clergy will unfold some ideas 
and ways that we can do that together 
in wholesome and safe ways. In the 
meantime, I encourage any of you to 
speak to one of the clergy if you want 
to be heard. We will hear you; we will 
hold the space for you.

And if you are on the other end of 
Jesus’ words this morning, hearing 
them spoken to you as admonition, 
as a person of power or privilege, or 
even just as disciples, then let these 
words serve as a wake-up call to you 
and me, a wake-up call that we are 
invited to do it differently. Own your 
action. Turn to a new way. Let go of 
whatever is in your hand and be fully 
submerged into your waters of bap-
tism. If you will, if we will, the world 
will unfold in new life-giving ways.

It was Martin Luther King, Jr., who 
just six days before he was murdered 
in this nation, delivered his final Sun-
day sermon, calling for us all to work 
together for a new day, a new way of 
being. Even in the end, he was hold-
ing hope and he said what our nation 
needs most are “dedicated individuals 
who are willing to be the co-workers 
with God…the co-workers with God, 
the arc of the moral universe is long, 
but it bends toward justice…truth, 
crushed to earth, will rise again.”

Can you hear his words echoing 50 
years later? Into our space today, 
there is this desperate need, even to-
day, the need for people who will be 
co-workers with God, which is why 
this church stands… co-workers with 
God. It's why it is designed and is a 

“
(Continued on page 17)

”
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rchbishop and martyr St. Oscar 
Romero of El Salvador, who was 

canonized this autumn, passionately 
wrote, “A church that does not pro-
voke any crisis, preach a gospel that 
does not unsettle, proclaim a word 
of God that does not get under any-
one’s skin or a word of God that does 
not touch the real sin of the society 
in which it is being proclaimed: what 
kind of gospel is that?”1
It is as devastating an indictment in 
the ears of Christians today as it was 
forty years ago. The gospel of Jesus is 
disruptive—and so, our call in these 
times is to continue to be disruptors. 
The disregard for the value of each 
human life and the injustice and vio-
lence that is being perpetrated upon 
immigrants and refugees (in all our 
names as Americans) is demanding 
disruptive action from Christians. 
The work supporting immigrant and 
refugee rights is a long-time com-
mitment of Saint Mark’s Cathedral, 
and over the past year, the Sanctuary 

ministry has come 
together to stand in 
solidarity with our 
neighbors who are 
facing ever-increas-
ing—and increas-
ingly inhumane—
oppression. What 
that has looked like 
is claiming our role 
as a Safe Space—
and the volunteer 
training that goes 
along with that—to 
be here in the many 

ways the need arises. We are  align-
ing ourselves in partnership with 
Casa Latina, a leading immigrant and 
worker rights organization in Seattle, 
to become personally involved and 
formulate our actions with the guid-
ance and needs of the community 
that is directly under duress. We are 
educating ourselves with “Know Your 
Rights” training so we can stand with 
people when they are being harassed, 
and getting on the listservs to show 
up at ICE headquarters, and the Sea-
Tac Detention Center, and demon-
strations and rallies, and more. We 
are opening Saint Mark’s to be a hub 
for community action. 
In that role of gathering place for the 
Seattle community, in October Saint 
Mark’s invited Washington State At-
torney General Bob Ferguson to speak 
on immigration reform. His power-
ful remarks on litigation against the 
refugee and immigration actions of 
the current Administration spoke to 
bedrock American values of the rule 
of law—and who we are as a people: 

“We’ve got laws, [the President’s] got 
to follow them. That’s how it works. 
And in enacting those laws, and if we 
want to change those laws, I think we 
can do that in a way that is decent to 
people.”
The Rt. Rev. Greg Rickel, the modera-
tor for the evening, engaged the At-
torney General on what that means 
for people of conscience:
Bishop Rickel: “The rule of law, while 
I’m thankful for it, is not my primary 
allegiance. My primary allegiance is 
our faith and the Gospel, and in this 
way these two things come together…
Many, many people come to me and 
say and we shouldn’t have politics in 
the church. Typically I respond, ‘The 
church invented politics!’ And some-
where down the line separation of 
church and state comes up… My belief 
is that the Founding Fathers’ premise 
in that was that they would never be-
come the other, but they certainly and 
should always speak to one another. Do 
you think that’s a good description?”

DECENCY

A

OUR
CALL TO

(Continued on page 18)

Photo: Washington State Attorney General Bob Ferguson speaks at Saint Mark’s, October 17, 2018.

WATCH THE VIDEO:

View Attorney General Bob Fergu-
son’s talk and the follow-up panel 
discussion with Estela Ortega of El 
Centro de la Raza, Marcos Martinez 
of Casa Latina, and Michael Ramos 
of The Church Council, at: 
bit.ly/smcsanctuary
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This summer a crew from the Laby-
rinth Company in Connecticut built 
a Chartres-style labyrinth and a new 
sidewalk on the front walkway at 
Saint Mark’s. 
The impetus for making this hap-
pen was a visit by The Reverend Dr. 
Lauren Artress from Grace Cathedral 
in San Francisco some 25 years ago. 
When she preached at Saint Mark’s, 
a canvas labyrinth was spread out 
on the floor of the nave and many of 
us walked the labyrinth for the first 
time. Rev. Artress also founded VE-
RIDITAS, an organization which, 
among other things, sponsored trips 
to Chartres to walk its centuries-old 
labyrinth.
Although it may take many shapes, 
round or octagonal or square, a lab-
yrinth is an archetype form that has 
been found in ancient Greek, Roman 
and Western European sites (and the 
term labyrinth probably comes from 
the myth of the Minotaur), but it is 
a form that is, interestingly enough, 
also found in Hopi ceremonials. Dur-
ing the Crusades, when it was unsafe 
to make a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land, European pilgrims would travel 

from church to church to walk their 
labyrinths instead of trying to trav-
el eastward. Chartres Cathedral in 
France became one of those sites, in 
part because of the Veil of the Virgin 
Mary which is still venerated in one of 
the shrines in the Cathedral. At Char-
tres, the labyrinth was and is a part of 
the sacred geometry that was used to 
define many of the relationships be-
tween the architectural elements of 
the cathedral. 

WALTER STUTEVILLE
Saint Mark’s parishioner and Former Senior Warden

A NEW LABYRINTH 
AT SAINT MARK’S

At left: Children and 
youth of Saint Mark's 
frolick on the laby-
rinth.

Below: Visitors try out 
the labyrinth on the 
cathedral lawn.

Not to be confused with a maze, 
which is meant to confuse, a labyrinth 
offers a continuous path to the center 
and out again. It is a metaphor upon 
metaphor with a walker sometimes 
alone and sometimes crowed together 

with others. At times it demands close 
attention to the closely turning path-
ways, but at times you can cover half 
of the circumference in one path by 
yourself. 
The new labyrinth at Saint Mark’s is 
a pathway for contemplation, prayer 
and reflection.  It is a path that enables 
us to walk through difficult and con-
fusing situations or to celebrate the 
joy of the love of God through move-
ment and meditation. It has been this 
for centuries and we continue that 
tradition at Saint Mark’s. 
The new labyrinth at Saint Mark’s 
represents the culmination of ap-
proximately 20 years of New Year’s 
Eve Labyrinth Walks, where much of 
the money for this project was raised. 
A number of Saint Mark’s community 
members have been involved in this 
project for most, if not all, of those 
years. Judy Andrews, Dan Niven, 
Doug Thorpe, Wendy Carpine, Wen-
dy Townsend and Jo Ann Bailey and 
yours truly, have all been involved.
Thanks Be To God!



Photo: Prayer and Procession for Families at the  
Border, from Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral to 

Saint James Catholic Cathedral, June 21, 2018.
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These days, when I tell someone I’m 
an immigration attorney, one of the 
most common responses I get is: 
“You must be busy.” The truth is, I’ve 
always been busy, but the challenges 
of my job have shifted since the 2016 
election. For example, during the 
Obama administration, many of my 
clients’ deportation cases were closed 
through “prosecutorial discretion,” 
because the government attorneys de-
cided they were not “priorities.” Un-
der the current administration, every 
undocumented immigrant is a “prior-
ity” for deportation, and in 2017 the 
government attorneys set about filing 
motions to reopen those closed cases.

María, who has two U.S. citizen chil-
dren and experienced domestic vio-
lence at the hands of their father, was 
one of these clients. Back in 2012, 
we submitted copies of her children’s 
birth certificates, her annual tax re-
turns dating back to the first year 
she came to the United States, a psy-
chological evaluation detailing the 
trauma she had suffered, and letters 

of support from her friends, cowork-
ers, and church attesting to her good 
moral character. The ICE attorney as-
signed to her case agreed to let her 
stay. Then, in 2017, we received a mo-
tion to reopen her case and she was 
quickly scheduled for a court hearing.

I called María and made an appoint-
ment for her to come and meet with 
me at my office. She showed me pic-
tures of her children, who had grown 
and started school since the last time I 
saw her. She also told me that she had 
finally managed to leave their father 
and was adjusting to life as a single 
mother. She was fearful and worried 
about her immigration case. I ex-
plained that she was eligible for a spe-
cial visa based on the violence she had 
suffered. Unfortunately, María had no 
money to pay for legal fees. She and 
her children were barely getting by.

I wanted to keep working with María. 
I felt invested in her future, and I knew 
that if I referred her to a nonprofit, 
she would probably end up on a long 

waiting list. She would also have to 
start over, explaining what had hap-
pened to her to a stranger, and this 
would be much more stressful and 
upsetting for her than continuing to 
work with the attorney she knows 
and trusts. As much as I wanted to, 
I couldn’t afford to take her case pro 
bono, so I reached out to Bishop Greg 
Rickel for help.

Within a week, we received a check 
from the Diocese of Olympia cover-
ing María’s legal fees. Since then, I’ve 
accompanied her to court, sat by her 
side as she explained her story to the 
detectives investigating her abuse, and 
prepared her visa application. This is 
just one example of the many people 
who have been served by the Bishop’s 
Legal Defense Fund. The fund is a 
blessing for the individuals and fami-
lies who receive help with their legal 
fees, and for attorneys like me who 
are struggling to keep up with the de-
mand for our services.

ELIZABETH HAWKINS
Saint Mark’s parishioner, immigration attorney

Diocese of Olympia 
starts Legal Defense Fund

The Diocese of Olympia’s Diocesan Council, at the suggestion of the Parish of St. John/San Juan, Olympia, has established a 
Legal Defense Fund for the Diocese of Olympia. Although this fund was born out of the need to help families facing deporta-
tion and other legal immigration issues, the long-term use will be for any legal matter which is a burden on those undergoing 
it, and most especially those who have no means to pay. Here, Saint Mark’s parishioner and lawyer Elizabeth Hawkins gives 
a first-hand look at how the fund helps individuals in need of legal support.



Diocese of Olympia 
starts Legal Defense Fund
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The long-anticipated historical volume on Saint Mark’s 
Cathedral, The History of St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral: 
St. Mark’s Parish, 1889–1897, written by Alan David-
son, arrived in print this fall. The volume is exhaustively 
researched and extensively illustrated, and tells the story 
of the founding of Saint Mark’s Parish and its earliest 
years—it is the first installment of a projected series of 
books to tell the entire 130 year history of this commu-
nity. Here, we excerpt a few quotes from the volume, as 
well as a rare photo.
The December 1889 issue of The Washington Churchman 
included a statement from the Saint Mark’s vestry that 
revealed much about the early character of the parish:

New book tells early history of 
Saint Mark’s, Seattle

_______
1 Davidson, Alan. The History of St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral: St. 
Mark’s Parish, p. 48. 
2 Davidson, 71.

“Religion and Politics,” continued from page 12

“St. Mark’s will be a free 
church and extends an invita-
tion to all classes and condi-
tions of men to come and 
worship with us.”1 
In 1891, in a statement to the 
parish, The Rev. David Gar-
rett reflects on the one-year 
anniversary of the start of his 
ministry at Saint Mark’s: 
“What of the future? ...The 
church isn’t an ark—a boat 
that we get on board and then 
thank God we are safe. It is a workhouse and its members 
must carry that work out into the world and redeem men 
from sin, and save them from suffering. That is the door 
set before us. People of St. Mark’s, take courage from the 
past and move onward to the future so replete with pos-
sibilities for work and worship.”2

Get your copy at the Cathedral Shop at Saint Mark’s! 
Visit saintmarks.org/shop for hours or call 206-323-1040.

Earliest known photograph of Saint Mark’s church and rectory (foreground). The view is eastward from Denny Hill. The steeple is part of the Danish 
Norwegian Methodist Episcopal church across 5th Street. Early 1890s. Museum of History and Industry, McDonald 11930. (The History of St. Mark's  
Episcopal Cathedral: St. Mark’s Parish, 1889–1897, p. 47.)

beacon of hope on the hill, a gathering place for people 
holding fervently to the ideal of a better world, because 
God is calling us into that. It exists so that we might pro-
claim that God’s values of mercy and justice and love have 
meaning and purpose in our time, they must have mean-
ing and purpose in our time, and in our lives. 

Truth, crushed to earth, will rise again. 

That is the promise of the resurrected Christ who has gath-
ered up all the pain of creation and offers healing balm to 
it all, to your soul. 

Truth, crushed to earth, will rise again.

This is the reality of life lived along that arc of the moral 
universe.

Truth, crushed to earth, will rise again.

This is the hope we embody here, together, broken as we 
all may be, because we believe there is yet goodness in this 
world and in all humanity, goodness worth holding onto 
and working for.

Truth, crushed to earth, will rise again.

________________
1 Meacham, Jon. American Gospel: God, the Founding Fathers, and the 
Making of a Nation. New York: Random House. 2006. p. 64.

2 Meacham, Jon. The Soul of America: The Battle for our Better Angels. 
New York: Random House, 2018. p. 10.
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A Commemorative event for Seattle civil 
rights leader Edwin T. Pratt

Seattle Civil Rights leader Edwin Pratt was assassinated 
at the door of his Shoreline home almost 50 years ago. 
Throughout the 1960’s he was the Executive Director of 
the Urban League of Metropolitan Seattle, establishing 
new programs and initiatives to confront housing dis-
crimination, school segregation, employment bias and po-
lice brutality. An Episcopalian, he was a personal friend of 
Saint Mark’s Dean John Leffler. Following Pratt’s murder, 
the Mayor declared a day of mourning. His memorial ser-
vice drew over 2,000 people, the largest funeral ever held 
at Saint Mark’s. His remains are inurned in Saint Mark’s 
Columbarium in the Chapel of the Resurrection.
When he awarded Mr. Pratt the Bishop’s Cross in 1966, 
Bishop Ivol Curtis said that he was a man of “outstanding 
insight and understanding,” working for the “devoted and 

Above left: Pratt Memorial Service, January 29, 1969. Above right: Edwin Pratt with Dean Leffler, third Dean of Saint Mark’s. 

faithful alleviation of racial tensions” and the “building of 
better relations.”
With Pratt’s death, the city of Seattle lost a great leader, 
the marginalized in our area lost an effective advocate, and 
our Diocese lost a trusted member who helped navigate 
the uncertainties of the late sixties.
Saint Mark’s will host a Commemorative Event to honor 
Pratt’s legacy and those who continue the work he was 
committed to, featuring speakers from the community 
and special guests. Please join us at the Cathedral or on 
the livestream of the event, and check back on our web-
site to learn of other events and venues as we approach 
the 50th Anniversary of Pratt’s assassination. For infor-
mation or to get involved with this event, contact Brett  
Bowton-Meade at brett.bowton-meade@sunriseid.com.

“Our Call to Decency,” continued from page 14

Mr. Ferguson: “There are political actors involved, but it’s 
not politics. Is it legal? Sure—but this is central to who we 
are. The lives we lead. All those things go through the courts 
and are central to who we are, so I think not only is it dif-
ficult to separate those two, but I think if one wants to put 
my faith —in being part of the Catholic family, the influence 
of the Jesuit community on me—you are part of the world, 
not separate from it. ‘You are part of it’ is central to that 
thinking.”

For us, “being part of it” means following Jesus’ example of 
engagement in the world. The structural sin of systematic 
disenfranchisement and “othering” of people is not new—
but the way it is being enacted in our time, and in our 
name, is our responsibility. Mr. Ferguson quoted Joseph 
Welch from the McCarthy hearings: “Have you no sense 
of decency?” 
Decency. It is a call for disruptive action from the follow-
ers of Jesus. 
_________
1 Oscar Romero, The Violence of Love, San Francisco, CA: Orbis Books, 
1988, p. 44.
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Advent & Christmas 
AT SAINT MARK’S

FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT
Sunday, December 2 

8 a.m., 9 a.m., 11 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
7 p.m. The O Antiphons Service of Advent Lessons and Carols 

Procession with music, banners, candles and incense
9:30 p.m.  Compline 

Ancient nighttime prayers, sung by the Compline Choir. A Seattle 
tradition since 1956.

SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT
Sunday, December 9 

8 a.m., 9 a.m., 11 a.m., 7 p.m.  Holy Eucharist
9:30 p.m.  Compline

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT
An Advent Quiet Morning 

Saturday, December 15 
9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at St. Andrew’s, Green Lake  

111 NE 80th St., Seattle, WA 98115 
A morning of silence, prayer and reflection, co-sponsored by  

Saint Mark’s

Sunday, December 16 
8 a.m., 9 a.m., 11 a.m., 7 p.m.  Holy Eucharist

9:30 p.m.  Compline

Tuesday, December 18 
7 p.m.  Pageant of the Nativity 

Choir School choristers, Evensong Choir and young children of Saint 
Mark’s join forces in this dramatic telling of the nativity story.

Thursday, December 20 
7 p.m.  Blue Christmas Service 

A special Eucharist in Thomsen Chapel for those who find the holiday 
season a difficult or painful time.

FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT
Sunday, December 23 

8 a.m., 9 a.m., 11 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
7 p.m. Holy Eucharist
9:30 p.m. Compline

CHRISTMAS EVE
Monday, December 24 

3:45 p.m.  Festive gathering with Music and Carols 
4 p.m.  Holy Eucharist 

With the Junior and Senior Choristers, a service especially suitable for 
children and families  

7 p.m.  Festive gathering with Music and Carols  
7:30 p.m.  Holy Eucharist* With the Evensong Choir and brass

10:15 p.m.  Festive Gathering with Music and Carols 
11 p.m.  Holy Eucharist* With the Cathedral Choir and brass 

*Incense will be used at 7:30 & 11 p.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY
Tuesday, December 25 

10 a.m.  Holy Eucharist with Carols 
With music by the Saint Mark’s Singers 

THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
Wednesday, December 26 

7 p.m.  Holy Eucharist, The Feast of St. Stephen, Thomsen Chapel

Thursday, December 27 
7 p.m.  Holy Eucharist, The Feast of St. John, Thomsen Chapel

Friday, December 28 
7 p.m.  Holy Eucharist, The Feast of The Holy Innocents,  

Thomsen Chapel

Sunday, December 30 
8 a.m., 9 a.m., 11 a.m., Holy Eucharist

7 p.m. Holy Eucharist

Monday, December 31 
6 p.m. -12 p.m.  New Year’s Eve Labyrinth Walk with 

Midnight Eucharist 
As the Labyrinth Walk concludes, and as the new year begins, 
we will ring bells and celebrate Eucharist commemorating the  

Feast of the Holy Name. 

EPIPHANY
Sunday, January 6 

The Feast of the Epiphany 
8 a.m., 9 a.m., 11 a.m.  Holy Eucharist

4:30 p.m. Epiphany Lessons and Carols
7 p.m. Holy Eucharist 
9:30 p.m.  Compline



1245 10th Ave East
Seattle, WA 98102

NON-PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE 

PAID
SEATTLE, WA 

PERMIT NO. 871

Mirabai Starr has written extensively on the mystics and the unifying teachings at the 
heart of all spiritual paths, with a gift for making timeless wisdom accessible to contem-
porary seekers. She returns to Saint Mark’s for two offerings:
• Wild Mercy: Wisdom of the Feminine. The feminine mystic is one who gathers the 
pain of the world into her arms and transmutes it with “wild mercy”—a merging of fierce 
courage with the unstoppable forces of forgiveness, compassion and love. And she is need-
ed now more than ever. Open to the public, freewill donations accepted.
• From Dark Night to Transformation. Saturday’s writing workshop draws on wisdom 
traditions and insights arising from Mirabai’s own poignant journey, to explore the cata-
lysts for transformation in our lives—bridging contemplative life and compassionate ser-
vice, cultivating an inner relationship with the Beloved and expressing that intimacy in 
community, exploring the transformational power of loss and darkness and the longing 
for the sacred. Advance registration is required for the Saturday workshop; register at 
saintmarks.org/wisdom.

FRIDAY MARCH 29, 2019, 6:30-8:30 P.M. 
Wild Mercy: Wisdom of the Feminine

SATURDAY MARCH 30, 2019, 9 A.M.-4 P.M.  
Writing Workshop: From Dark Night to Transformation 

Mirabai Starr—
A FIERCE AND TENDER WISDOM


