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It’s been a while since Saint Mark’s 
has offered a summer formation 
program. Why this year?  
Folks of all ages are telling me they 
want more unstructured time togeth-
er, supported by the frame of faith 

and liturgical life. We’ve had a great 
turnout at seasonal evening events 
that include dinner and creative pro-
gramming for all ages, so I wanted 
to try a consecutive program that 
allowed people to enjoy one another 

regardless of age, while being invited 
into a deeper conversation with God.

What’s distinctive or special about 
this summer program? 
Firstly, it’s not for kids, it’s for every-
one! Another feature: it will include 
dinner made by our own Marc Au-
bertin, which is always a treat. Final-
ly, instead of aiming for short-term 
growth in a small age-specific group, 
this model seeks to make a greater 
impact on long-term spiritual for-
mation for the whole church in four 
big areas: intergenerational relation-
ship-building; integration of the heart 
and the mind; body-based awareness 
of God; and rest/playful reflection.   

What gave you the idea to open this 
program to all ages?  
It’s been done with success across de-
nominational lines for the past 5–10 
years. So, I talked with a few parishes 
across the country who have done it, 
and they had nothing but good things 
to say! Next, I looked at the intergen-
erational curricula they’d used and 
found it compelling—many were ori-
ented toward social justice and prac-
tical love, which is true to who we are 
as a parish at Saint Mark’s. 

What are some of the activities you 
envision for the week? 
Our general theme is “Who is my 
neighbor?” So, we will consider what 
it means to be a neighbor in ever-larg-
er contexts throughout the week. I 
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imagine that we will divide the group 
into three by how we sit at dinner. 
That way, people who are naturally 
drawn together can stay together re-
gardless of age, family make-up, etc. 
After a brief dinner program, we will 
rotate through a bible storytelling sta-
tion, an artistic building station, and 
a play section. Those who have been 
using this model for a while say that 
you really can’t cut out the games, 
particularly for the adults! We will 
end praying Compline together in the 
chapel. 

What excites you when you think 
about this summer program? 
Maybe it’s four nights of dinner you 
don’t have to cook. Maybe it’s some 
time out of the house doing some-
thing fun and meaningful with new 
companions on long August days! I 
get excited thinking about folks find-

ing one another and having a whole 
new world of connections available 
to them. My hope is that people will 
come for all sorts of reasons, but will 
go forth refreshed in body, mind, and 
soul. 

to move from charity to justice, as it equips the priesthood 
of all the baptized for prophetic leadership.
Now is the time to use our prophetic spiritual voice to 
speak the truth that people who are unhoused are not 
objects or statistics, but our neighbors. Just like us, our 
unhoused neighbors need permanent housing as well as 
supportive services to survive and thrive. Now is the time 
to build coalitions across our civic differences that spark 
public conversations and creative collaborations. Now is 
the time to foster the political will to prevent people from 
becoming unhoused and to make affordable, low-income 

housing a reality for them. Jesus never said it would be 
easy, but if not now, when?
Jesus’ Holy Spirit calls and equips us to be prophetic lead-
ers, keeping hope alive in the midst of this crisis. Let us 
commit to pouring ourselves out for the hungry and af-
flicted, as Jesus did, so that our light shall “rise in the dark-
ness and (our) gloom be as the noonday.” 
Join the Homelessness and Hunger Advocacy effort by 
contacting David Wagner akdavid710@gmail.com or  
The Rev. Cristi Chapman cchapman@saintmarks.org
Contribute to the Threshold Fund at  
saintmarks.org/give    ◆

How does this fit into a big-picture 
plan for Christian formation? 
We want to root our outreach to our 
city in the God we meet in the Bible, 
in our experiences of divine grace, 
and in a mindfulness of God’s pres-
ence in all people. This program is 
intended to give us all a concentrated 
opportunity to dive deeper and grow 
our roots in ways we may not find 
when we are worshipping on Sunday 
morning, or practicing on Wednes-
day, or advocating on behalf of others. 
It’s a chance to imitate Christ in sim-
ple ways that root us in the Paschal 
mystery and help us rediscover the 
image of God in one another.  ◆
Summer Evenings at Saint Mark’s will 
occur August 12–15, 2019. 

THIS PROGRAM SEEKS TO IMPACT THE WHOLE CHURCH IN FOUR BIG 
AREAS: INTERGENERATIONAL RELATIONSHIP-BUILDING, INTEGRATION 
OF THE HEART AND THE MIND, BODY-BASED AWARENESS OF GOD,  
AND REST AND PLAYFUL REFLECTION.
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