Unhoused Neighbors
and covid-19

by The Rev. Canon Cristi Chapman
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to meet with people in person to verify her claim, but
with covid-19, those offices were closed. She moved back
to Washington, in part, because the state offers more
pathways for her to receive benefits. Mary was grateful to
find a home at TC3 while she sorted out what was next.
About TC3 and covid-19, Mary said, “You make the best
out of whatever situation you find yourself in.” Mary’s
motto was shared by many others who made their homes
in tents outside the cathedral building this summer.
TC3 residents were not the only ones who had to adjust
to covid-19. So did members from Saint Mark’s. In
the past, many different groups at the cathedral would
regularly interact with residents from the camp. While
this summer’s building closure and physical distancing
requirements made that more difficult, it didn’t stop
ministry from happening. Instead, new ways developed
to connect residents with the community. Members of
Saint Brigid’s Banquet provided meals while adhering
to the governor’s precautions. The cathedral provided
pallets of water. Individuals brought other basic needs
like socks, jeans, t-shirts, and can openers.
Parishioner Kathy Albert recently said of the work done
by Saint Brigid’s Banquet: “We need to continue doing
this kind of work! We could conceivably shut down this
ministry out of consideration for our own health needs
and those of the people around us. But what about the
needs of the most vulnerable among us? Our faith tells us
their needs are to be considered first.”
Tent City 3 packed up and moved to their next host on
September 15. In this extraordinary and dangerous time,
their presence was a gift and a blessing to the cathedral in
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so many ways. We continue to remember them in prayer,
we decry and denounce the dehumanizing and degrading
treatment to which those who have lost their home are
subjected in this country, and we continue to work for a
world in which all can live with safety and dignity. ◆
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