Introduction
The Good, the True, and the Beautiful

From his fulness have we all re-
ceived, grace upon grace.

Regardless of what anyone may personally think or be-
e lieve about him, Jesus of Nazareth has been the dominant
figure in the history of Western culture for almost twenty
centuries. If it were possible, with some sort of super-
~ magnet, to pull up out of that history every scrap of metal
bearing at least a trace of his name, how much would be
left? It is from his birth that most of the human race dates
its calendars, it is by his name that millions curse and in his name
that millions pray.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever. Do not
be led away by diverse and strange teachings” (Heb. 13:8-9). With
these words the anonymous (and still unknown) author of the first-
century document that has come to be called the Epistle to the He-
brews admonished his readers, who were probably recent converts
from Judaism to Christianity, to remain loyal to the deposit of the
authentic and authoritative tradition of Christ, as this had come down
to them through the apostles of the first Christian generation, some
of whom were still living.

“The same yesterday and today and for ever” eventually came to
have a metaphysical and theological significance, as “the same” was
taken to mean that Jesus Christ was, in his eternal being, ““the image
of the unchangeable God, and therefore likewise unchangeable.”” But
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