
Inquirers’ Classes 
@ Saint Mark’s 
Cathedral

Spring 2022

Welcome, Overview—key dates

Interest in baptism, confirmation, 
reception, ministry groups

Creating a safe space for questions, 
doubts, and new learning

Getting to know others—building 
community



Living the Questions

Albert Einstein: “If I had an hour to solve a 
problem and my life depended on the 
solution, I would spend the first fifty-five 
minutes determining the proper question to 
ask…”



Transformative 
Questions Lend 
Meaning

• Attentive
• Intelligent
• Reasonable
• Responsible—response-able

Wherever we are on the spiritual 
journey, we have questions…

What are your questions?



Breakout Groups

• Remember the first time you 
attended Saint Mark’s. What did 
you notice? What was the 
occasion? Who else was there? 
(Who was not there?)

• What does what you noticed say 
about this community? 



Plenary 
Conversation
What are your questions?



Why organized religion?
• Basic Premise: People are 

hard-wired to orient to the 
Other, and religious 
framework provides 
structure for that spiritual 
journey

• Holds the ambiguity well, 
• willing to honor diversity of 

authority (and revelation)
• Our liturgical tradition offers 

i. Communal connection
ii. Transcendent 

experience 
iii.Embraces goodness of 

creation and self 
(incarnational)



New Reformation in 
21st Century?

Post-christendom, post-modern
Not dogmatic or confessional
Honoring lay ministries
Spiritual awakening in a post-pandemic world?
Liturgical roots of early church reclaimed
“Faith-based Humanism”



Our Mission 
Statement
• a house of prayer for all people, 

where we worship God and proclaim 
the reconciling Gospel of Jesus 
Christ

• a loving, welcoming, inclusive 
community that nurtures faith, 
encourages service, and integrates 
social and environmental justice into 
our lives;

• a sacred gathering place for the 
Diocese of Olympia and the broader 
community in times of crisis, sorrow, 
and celebration.



Guiding Values and 
Commitments
• The Great Commandment
• Mutual Ministry Goals
• Statement of Lament and 

Commitment to Action
• Land Acknowledgment and 

Deepening Relationships



Breakout Groups

• What about Saint Mark’s 
mission and values appeals 
to you? How do you envision 
yourself contributing to that 
mission?

• How is this work 
transformative? For us? For 
the world?
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