
 

 

March Vestry Meeting 
Minutes 

Tuesday, March 22, 2022, 6:00PM 
Leffler House 

 
 

 
Saint Mark’s Cathedral acknowledges that we gather on the traditional land of the first people of Seattle, 

the Duwamish People, who are still here, and we honor with gratitude the land itself and the life of the 
Duwamish Tribe. 

Vestry Members Present 
Clara Berg, Junior Warden 
Wayne Duncan 
Scott Hulet 
Kristen Kelly 
Karla Koon, Diocesan Member 
Scott Kovacs 
Emily Meeks, Senior Warden 
Justin Mills 
Kathy Minsch 
Katie Prettyman, Diocesan Member  
Chris Rigos, Junior Warden 
Walter Stuteville, Junior Warden  
The Very Rev. Steve Thomason, Dean 
Doug Thorpe 

Vestry Members Absent 
Tina Blondino, Diocesan Member 
Carmen Brady  
The Rev. Canon Arienne Davison, Bishop’s Representative 

Officers Present 
Barbara Erickson, Clerk 
Lynne Cobb, Treasurer 

Officers Absent 
Re Knack, Chancellor 

Staff Members Present 
Erik Donner, Executive Assistant to the Dean 
The Rev. Canon Eliacín Rosario-Cruz 
Kathy Wickward, Director of Operations 

Call to Order, Land Acknowledgment, Prayer, Review of Agenda 
Steve opened the first in-person meeting of the year with a prayer followed by the Land Acknowledgment 
at 6:00PM. The wardens were thanked for providing dinner for the Vestry. 



 

 

Steve then called for the approval of the January 25, 2022, Vestry Minutes, the February Annual Parish 
Meeting Minutes, and the February Vestry Retreat Minutes which were taken by Lynne Cobb. A friendly 
amendment was made to the Retreat minutes to indicate The Rev. Canon Jennifer King Daugherty was a 
presenter at the Retreat. 
A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the January 25 Vestry Minutes and the 
February Annual Parish Meeting Minutes as published and to adopt the February Retreat Minutes 
as amended. 

STRATEGIC CONVERSATION: WHAT IS INTERSECTIONALITY? 
Eliacín, referencing the third bullet item in the Statement of Lament & Commitment to Action, introduced 
a definition of intersectionality based on the work of Patricia Hill Collins and Sirma Bilge, reviewed a 
handout – What is Intersectionality, the Intersectionality Wheel, So What? – and provided conversation 
about this approach as a church and with our ministries to put forth a concerted effort to build awareness 
of interconnectivity and intersectionality and their relationship to power. 

OLD BUSINESS 
Stewardship Update 
Erik thanked everyone and said 2022 pledging and finances were looking good. Comparing 2021 to 2022, 
numbers show 472 pledges for $1,740,000 in 2021 and 472 pledges for $1,856,000 in 2022. Chris Rigos, 
Junior Warden for Stewardship, invited Vestry members to join the Stewardship Committee. 
St. Nicholas Redevelopment Update 
A special parish forum will be held on Sunday, March 27 at 6:30 to 8:00PM to hear the recommendations 
from the St. Nicholas Exploratory Committee on the next steps for the St. Nicholas building.  
St. Nicholas Crack Repair Update 
Kathy Wickward reported that the original crack was repaired, but another crack in the foundation was 
discovered and repaired with a little additional expense. Pressure gauges have been installed in other 
cracks to be monitored for additional settlement by the geo-technical consultant. 
St. Nicholas Roof Replacement 
Kathy also reported that issues arose with the final bid contractor and one of the three original contractors 
has been selected. If a contractor is not retained, then we will wait a year before we address the issue. 
Duwamish and Land Acknowledgment Next Steps 
Kathy Minsch reported the committee (Re Knack, Emily Meeks, Kristen Austin, and Kathy Minsch) met 
and have identified three recommendations to improve the reading of the Land Acknowledgment.  

1. Additional instructions added to the reader’s notebook to help the reader read with more intention 
and pronounce “Duwamish” properly. 

2. Open the reading to the Lector Ministry.  
3. Expanding the opportunity to the youth and being thoughtful on how this would happen. Canon 

Wendy Claire Barrie and Rebekah Gilmore agree this is a good idea once a process in place.  
The vestry had no concerns about the direction being taken. The committee did have one more 
recommendation: reform the committee to be a part of the broader structure of justice affinity groups to 
deepen the relationship with the Duwamish Tribe. It was also noted that Duwamish Tribal Chair Cecile 
Hansen will speak at an educational forum at Saint Mark’s on Sunday, April 3 at 6:30PM in the nave or 
via livestream. 
Visual Arts Ministry  
Steve reported that Upper Skagit tribal artist, Peter Boome, will exhibit his art in the cathedral nave from 
April 24 – June 5. The 10:10AM Forum on April 24 will feature Peter Boome and a reception for the 
opening of the exhibit will be held at 12:30PM. 



 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
June and September Vestry Dinner Hosts 
The Vestry decided at their retreat to hold in-person meetings with dinner in June and September in 
Leffler House. Katie Prettyman, Scott Kovacs, and Wayne Duncan volunteered to host the June meal. 
Scott Hulet, Kathy Minsch, and Barbara Erickson volunteered to host the September meal. 
St. Nicholas Tour 
The vestry is interested in a tour of the St. Nicholas building. David Wagner, Facilities Manager, and 
Kathy Wickward will determine the date and time – either a Wednesday night at 6:00PM or a Sunday at 
10:00AM or after the 11AM service and will notify the Vestry, Finance and Facility Committees. 
Parochial Report 
Steve gave a summary of the 2021 report. The report showed Saint Mark’s did well despite the challenges 
of the pandemic. Lynne Cobb, Treasurer, offered a correction to the statement that all gifts for capital 
projects were included in the report.  
A motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the 2021 Parochial Report as corrected. 
LEADERSHIP REPORTS 
Senior Warden 
● Referenced Ezra verse likened to the 7:00AM Eucharist filled with chatter and people are “bubbly.”  
● Connections through justice groups – the Affiliated Partners gathering with John, Ruth, and Emily had 

very meaningful conversations despite being a small group. 
● Continuation of work with Lowell Elementary included birdhouse project with support from the      

Habitat Crew and the 20s/30s.  
● Inquirers’ class with 24 people. 
● Encouraged all to attend the Mutual Ministry Goals Forum on Sunday, March 27.  
Dean 
● Returned home from a visit with new granddaughter, Ila, and is smitten with her.  
● St. Nicholas Redevelopment forum on Sunday evening on March 27 in Bloedel Hall and via Zoom.  
● The Rev. Dr. Bradley Hauff, Missioner for Indigenous Ministries of the Episcopal Church, will be the 

guest preacher on Sunday, April 3 and will lead the 10:10AM forum that morning. 
● Cecile Hansen, Tribal Chair of the Duwamish, will speak Sunday evening 6:30-8:00PM in the 

Cathedral Nave on Sunday, April 3. 
● Saint Mark’s will host a public funeral for former senator, The Honorable Slade Gorton in May.  
● April 10 is Palm Sunday, followed by Holy Week, April 11 – 16 and Easter Sunday. 
● Photos shown of the restoration of the wall in Thomsen Chapel by Pam Gray, restoration artist, and of 

the second crack that goes through the foundation. 
● Steve will be at the Washington National Cathedral April 24 – 28 and will attend the April Vestry 

meeting via Zoom.  
● Files of Note— 

o Diocesan Investment Fund (DIF) Report EOY 2021 
o Thomsen Chapel Wall Repair—March 2022 
o Stair Tower Change Order and New Crack Repair 
o Threshold Fund Reports 

MINISTRY/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Worship & Prayer 
Scott shared Michael Seewer’s report about the Taizé Prayer service on April 5 at 7PM; seeking more 
Chalice Bearers especially for the 9:00AM service; several openings for liturgical help during Holy Week 



 

 

and Easter and for oblation bearing, reading, ushers, or greeting. Liturgical ministry training on 
Wednesday, May 4 online only. American Guild of Organists Convention will offer two O Antiphons, 
July 5 and July 6, for the attendees. Next Worship & Prayer meeting is on Sunday, May 15.  
Facilities 
Justin Mills is working on updating the original Emergency Preparedness and Response document as well 
as looking at the possibility for Saint Mark’s to be an emergency shelter in a disaster response to a mass 
casualty. The Red Cross would provide the supplies. Wayne Duncan and Kathy Wickward talked about 
FEMA grant monies being used to provide security for Compline attendees and future FEMA grants for 
different security concerns and possibly a cyber security grant. 
Finance 
Lynne Cobb reported that two months into the year we are tracking to the budget; the audit is proceeding 
with completion anticipated on June 15 or shortly thereafter. The Committee’s charter was revisited and 
will be updated as necessary. There is interest in adding younger members of the parish and/or non-Vestry 
members to the committee. 
Creation Care & Carbon Reduction 
Carbon Reduction Actions group is led by Richard Hartung and is focusing on increasing the number of 
people signed up for the carbon tracker tool. The document/instructions on how to access the carbon 
tracker will be sent out again. Marjorie Ringness has drafted a travel carbon offset policy that will be 
presented to the Vestry for consideration. The Wednesday, May 11 Cathedral Commons forum will be 
about Clothing and Sustainable Fashion. 
Innovative & Intergenerational Community 
The next Intergenerational Council meeting is scheduled for March 27. A list of food trucks for Cathedral 
Day (May 7) are being gathered. Wendy and Kristen are focusing on intergenerational opportunities 
during the 10:00AM timeframe as the traditional Sunday School attendance is still low. Activities for 
10:00AM are planned through Spring. 
Restorative Justice & Systemic Change 
Scott acknowledged the work of the affinity groups and the Vestry for their work on the Statement of 
Lament & Commitment to Action. Doug Thorpe reported about the April 20 Cathedral Commons forum 
on Middle East Children’s Alliance. Zeiad Shamrouch, Executive Director, will talk about the Maia 
Project, which Bishop Rickel and the Diocese of Olympia have endorsed. The project brings clean water 
to UN schools in Gaza. There is a potential connection opportunity with the school kids and youth at Saint 
Mark’s. The Mideast Focus Film Series, thanks to being virtual, is now viewed nationally. The September 
25 forum will be celebrating the ministry of The Rev. Dick Toll, who served as Canon to Dean Cabby 
Tennis, for his work on behalf of Palestinian justice. Working with Jennifer King Daugherty to move the 
library collections for Mideast Focus and Creation Care into the Stage Room, which will continue to serve 
as a meeting room and for other functions. 

REFLECTION: MUTUAL MINISTRY CHECK-IN 
● Intergenerational  
● Intersectionality session with Eliacin 
● Cecile Hansen and our Duwamish work, Visual Arts Ministry exhibit 
● Different age groups presenting the Land Acknowledgment 

Checkouts were given and the closing prayer was given by Katie. The meeting was adjourned at 8:16PM. 

 

 



 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Barbara J. Erickson     Erik Donner 
Clerk       Executive Assistant 
 
 
 
Dates/Events of note
3/27 Special Parish Forum—St. Nicholas 
4/3 Duwamish Chair Cecile Hansen 
4/10 Palm Sunday 
4/15 Good Friday 
4/16 Easter Vigil 
4/17 Easter Day 
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