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Sacraments and Sacramental Rites



Sacramental Living

“The glory of God is a human being fully alive; to be alive consists in beholding God”
– St. Irenaeus

Emmanuel – God with us

Created in image of God

Material world is good

Mundane holiness: 
creation and relationships



Small-Group Discussion

What sacraments have you 
experienced?

What did the sacrament mean at 
the time?

What does it mean now to you?



• Lex Orandi, Lex 
Credendi, Lex Vivendi 

• Beliefs expressed and 
bounded by liturgy

• Common stance toward 
mystery of God

• Communal, not uniform

Episcopal Identity Founded on Common Worship



Trinity
Foundational metaphor for identity, life and 

relationship of/with God

Father, Son and Holy Spirit

• Relational, mutual
• God as seeker 
• Matrix for human relationships

Andrei Rublev, 15th C



Trinity – Ongoing Revelation

Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier

Love, Grace, Fellowship

Mother, Brother, Friend

Love, Lover, Beloved

Kelly Latimore, 2017



Small-Group Discussion

What have you noticed 
during Sunday worship or 
other liturgies? 

What is a metaphor for 
God that resonates with 
you?



The spirit
likes to dress up like this:
ten fingers, 
ten toes,

shoulders, and all the rest
at night
in the black branches,
in the morning

in the blue branches
of the world.
It could float, of course,
but would rather

plumb rough matter.
Airy and shapeless thing,
it needs 
the metaphor of the body,

lime and appetite,
the oceanic fluids;
it needs the body's world,
instinct

and imagination
and the dark hug of time,
sweetness
and tangibility,

to be understood,
to be more than pure light
that burns
where no one is --

so it enters us --
in the morning
shines from brute comfort
like a stitch of lightning;

and at night
lights up the deep and wondrous
drownings of the body
like a star. 

-- Mary Oliver
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