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t a press conference at Saint Mark’s Cathe-
dral on December 20, 2021, Jaime Rubio 

announced that his immigration case was 
reopened. The writ of deportation is 

paused now, while his case works its way through the 
system. With this change, he is finally able to move 
freely outside the boundary of the cathedral campus 
after nearly three years in Sanctuary. The first thing on 
his to-do list? “Going to Volunteer Park with my son,” 
he said. “For so long a place that was only a few min-
utes away seemed like it was a world away. I walked 
differently that day. My shoulders were back, my head 
held high, and the cold winter breeze refreshed my 
lungs and my soul.”

In January 2022, Jaime’s case was moved from Tex-
as to Seattle, which is a positive development. As he 
awaits a court date, he is volunteering with Rebuild-
ing Together Seattle, a local non-profit that makes 
home repairs. Jaime hopes to eventually reopen his 
construction business, but in the meantime, he has 
applied for a work permit and is planning his move 
from the Saint Mark’s campus with is family. The Ru-
bios consider themselves very much a part of Saint 
Mark’s and are grateful for continued prayers and 
support.    ◆
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about what the congregation intended to do with the 
statement. 
Was it a statement written for those inside the institu-
tion? Or was it written to invite others into a safe space? 
In which other ways would Black folks and other people 
of color know that their lives matter once they cross the 
doors into the church building? 
These are questions that I bring with me and that I invite 
us all at Saint Mark’s to consider as we explore and 
engage with the Statement of Lament and Commitment 
to Action adopted by the vestry earlier this year. The 
statement was not crafted merely to live on paper or to 
virtue signal on our website. It emerged from a deliberate, 

mindful, and soulful desire for introspection, self-aware-
ness, repentance, healing, and liberation. Saint Mark’s 
leadership and its community are committing to live into 
the truths discerned and declared in the statement. The 
work will require time, vulnerability, patience, courage, 
grace, and grit. We have decided that we will not simply 
develop markers of ministry success based on the state-
ment. It is not about adding more justice-related minis-
tries or counting activities. The summons is for transfor-
mation. 
My participation in this work is full-hearted, dare I say, 
full-bodied. After all, as a priest, healing and liberation 
are part of my call. I am also called to fully embrace and 
celebrate my life and the gifts I bring to the church and 
the world as a person of color.    ◆
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 With the threat of immediate deportation lifted, the whole Rubio family 
was able to particapate in Seattle’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day March and 
Rally with a group from Saint Mark’s on January 17, 2022. Photo courtesy of 
Jaime Rubio.




