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Saint Mark’s Cathedral acknowledges that we gather on the traditional land of the first 
people of Seattle, the Duwamish People, who are still here, and we honor with gratitude 
the land itself and the life of all the Coast Salish tribes.

Welcome to Saint Mark’s Cathedral. Out of respect for the liturgy we are about to 
celebrate, please turn off all cell phones and audible devices. Please, no photography 
during the liturgy.

prelude  Aria on a Ground “St. Anne” Rebecca Groom te Velde 
  (Tune of Hymn 680, “O God, our help in ages past”)

  Improvisation on “Seek Ye First” 
  (Tune of Hymn 711, “See ye first the kingdom of God”)

  Nimrod from Enigma Variations, Op. 36 Edward Elgar

THE OPENING RITE

welcome   The Reverend Linzi Stahlecker

Please stand, as able.

opening hymn    How great thou art    ◆    sung by all tune: Swedish folk melody
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opening acclamation Enriching Our Worship 1, p. 50
 Presider  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
 Assembly Glory to God for ever and ever.

collect for purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord.

 All Amen.

opening reflection Michael Perera

Please stand, as able.

the collect Enriching Our Worship 3, p. 31

 Presider The Lord be with you.
 People And also with you.
 Presider Let us pray.

O God of grace and glory,
we remember Gehan before you

and thank you for giving him to us to know and to love
as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth.
In your compassion, console those who mourn.
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up
in the victory of Christ
so that we may live in confidence and hope
until, by your call, we are gathered
into the company of all your saints;
by the power of your Holy Spirit we pray.

 All Amen.

 Presider

Please be seated for the Liturgy of the Word. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

reading  Grief is non-negotiable, by Nick Cave read by Em Eppley

psalm  Psalm 91   ◆   read responsively by whole verse 
  Qui habitat

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, *
abides under the shadow of the Almighty.

He shall say to the Lord,
“You are my refuge and my stronghold, *
    my God in whom I put my trust.”
He shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter *
    and from the deadly pestilence.
He shall cover you with his pinions,
and you shall find refuge under his wings; *
    his faithfulness shall be a shield and buckler.
You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, *
    nor of the arrow that flies by day;
Of the plague that stalks in the darkness, *
    nor of the sickness that lays waste at mid-day.
A thousand shall fall at your side
and ten thousand at your right hand, *
    but it shall not come near you.
Your eyes have only to behold *
    to see the reward of the wicked.
Because you have made the Lord your refuge, *
    and the Most High your habitation,
There shall no evil happen to you, *
    neither shall any plague come near your dwelling.
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reading  Romans 8:26-27, 38-39  read by Carrie Kahler

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches 

the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
 People Thanks be to God.

For he shall give his angels charge over you, *
    to keep you in all your ways.
They shall bear you in their hands, *
    lest you dash your foot against a stone.
You shall tread upon the lion and the adder; *
    you shall trample the young lion and the serpent
                             under your feet.
Because he is bound to me in love,
therefore will I deliver him; *
    I will protect him, because he knows my Name.
He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; *
    I am with him in trouble;
    I will rescue him and bring him to honor.
With long life will I satisfy him, *
    and show him my salvation.  ◆
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All stand, as able.

sequence hymn    It is well with my soul    ◆    sung by all tune: Ville du Havre
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the holy gospel    John 15:9-17
 Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
 People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in 
my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 

kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to 
you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends 
if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the 
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because 
I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 
last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving 
you these commands so that you may love one another.”

 Presider The Gospel of the Lord.
 People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

homily   The Reverend Linzi Stahlecker

Following the homily, the assembly is invited into a period of silence, reflecting on the scriptures and sermon. 
Please stand, as able, when the Presider stands to introduce the Creed.
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the peace
 Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People And also with you.

All greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

prayers of the people led by Michael Seewer

 Intercessor Gracious God, you remind us that if our hearts break, it is because we have loved, and 
have been loved. Thank you for the gift of love from our parents and our parental figures; 
and we thank you for the love of Gehan Perera, for his love for his family, and for the ways 
it has manifested far and wide. 

 All Amen.
 Intercessor Merciful God, you remind us that our time here is short, and that we must be swift to love, 

to make haste to be kind, and to readily gladden the hearts of those who walk this world 
with us. We thank you for the life of Gehan Perera; for his courage, for his patience, for his 
unfailing trust in the goodness and mercy you have given us. 

 All Amen.
 Intercessor Compassionate God, you remind us that our common life depends on each other; we 

thank you for the gift of community; that across different walks of life, you have drawn us 
together to support and care for each other in times of need. Thank you for the bonds that 
unite us, that strengthen us, and that hold us up when our bones are tired and our hearts 
are heavy.

 All Amen.
 Intercessor Grieving God, made manifest in Jesus Christ, you remind us that you, too, know the pain 

of loss; you, too, have shed tears for those you loved. We remember all those who have 
touched our lives and who we see no longer; we thank you for how their presence is still 
with us, in our memories and in our hopes; and we give thanks that, in the fullness of your 
time, we will be reunited.

 All Amen.
 Intercessor God of love, we know all too well the moments in our lives when words cannot suffice; we 

thank you that you know us, and you know our hearts, and accept us and love us when 
there is nothing more we can say. We ask your blessings on Gehan Perera, and Shirani 
Perera; your grace on Bernadette, Michael, and Marian Perera; and your boundless and 
fierce love for those of us here, and those in our hearts. 

 All Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

All stand, as able.

offertory hymn    Guide me, O thou great Jehovah    ◆    sung by all tune: Cwm Rhondda
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the great thanksgiving    Eucharistic Prayer 2 Enriching Our Worship 1, p. 60
 Presider God be with you.
 People And also with you.
 Presider Lift up your hearts.
 People We lift them to the Lord.
 Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 Presider We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God,

source of life abundant.
From before time you made ready the creation.
Your Spirit moved over the deep
and brought all things into being:
sun, moon, and stars;
earth, winds, and waters;
and every living thing.
You made us in your image,
and taught us to walk in your ways.
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;
and yet, as a mother cares for her children,
you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us
to live in the fullness of your love.

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we say:

 All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.

 Presider Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.
To deliver us from the power of sin and death
and to reveal the riches of your grace,
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son,
Jesus the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us.
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
the sacrifice of his life,
and to be glorified by you.
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   On the night before he died for us,
Jesus was at table with his friends.
He took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke it, and gave it to them, and said:

“Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.
Again, he gave thanks to you,
gave it to them, and said:

“Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation,
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come,
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine,
and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth
and make us your new creation,
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us,
with Mary, Mark, and all your saints,
from every tribe and language and people and nation,
to feast at the banquet prepared
from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever.

 All AMEN.
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invitation to communion
 Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All may be seated for the time of Communion. All seeking God are welcome at Christ’s Table. 
Please follow the directions of the Liturgical Ministers. The bread will placed into your outstretched palm. If you pre-
fer a gluten-free wafer, simply ask for one at the time of Communion. If you wish to receive a blessing instead, please 
cross your arms in front of your chest.
Intinction (dipping the bread in the wine) is not available at this time. If you do not wish to drink from the common 
cup, please cross your arms in front of your chest as you pass by the chalice. The full grace of the sacrament is received 
with only the bread.

the lord’s prayer
 All Our Father in heaven,

    hallowed be your Name,
    your kingdom come,
    your will be done,
        on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
    as we forgive those
        who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
    and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
    and the glory are yours,
    now and for ever. Amen.

In silence, the Presider breaks the consecrated bread. Silence is kept.

the fraction Enriching Our Worship 1, p. 69
 Presider We break this bread
  to share in the Body of Christ.
 People We who are many are one body,
  for we all share in the one bread.
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communion hymn    Great is thy faithfulness    ◆    sung by all tune: Faithfulness 
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All stand, as able.

postcommunion prayer Enriching Our Worship 1, p. 69
 Presider God of abundance,
 All you have fed us

with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us
with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

blessing  The Presider asks God’s blessing on the assembly. All respond:  Amen.

closing hymn    Alleluia! Sing to Jesus    ◆    sung by all tune: Hyfrydol
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dismissal 
 Presider Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
 Assembly Thanks be to God.

Please remain standing for the closing voluntary and procession of ministers.

voluntary  Ode to Joy from Symphony No. 9 in D-minor, Op. 125 Ludwig van Beethoven

All are invited to join the reception in Bloedel Hall. To access Bloedel Hall, go to the first floor by using the 
stairs on the west side of the nave, or by using the elevator in the southwest corner. 

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
presider & preacher

The Reverend Linzi Stahlecker

acolyte 
Ray Miller

altar guild 
Sharon Ferguson

eucharistic ministers
Rose Hazard 

Kevin Johnson

ushers 
Janet Miller 

John Weintraub

reflection 
Michael Perera

lectors 
Em Epply 

Carrie Kahler

intercessor 
Michael Seewer

musician
John Stuntebeck

sound board
Micah Hayes

videography
Chris Brown

Music and texts under copyright are reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #a-706820
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1245 Tenth Avenue East 
Seattle, WA 98102

206-323-0300

www.saintmarks.org

Saint Mark’s
episcopal cathedral

Dear friends, 

Thank you Rev. Linzi, the congregation at St. Mark’s, and Michael’s 
friends, for giving me this opportunity. I am Bernadette, the wife of 
Gehan and stepmother to Michael, who is such a strength to me during 
this time. 

As husband and wife, Gehan and I had our differences and 
disagreements. Yet our motto was to never let the sun go down on us 
(Ephesians 4:26-27: “Do not let the sun go down while you are still 
angry”), and it worked perfectly during the many years that we spent 
together. That time of my life was just fabulous. 

Since his demise, though, I am still recovering from my loss (with a long 
way to go). I pray that 2 Corinthians 1: 4 — “who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort 
we ourselves receive from God”   — will come to pass in my life. 

Thank you for your prayers and concern, 
I leave you now with my love & blessings.
Bernadette


