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Saint Mark’s
episcopal cathedral
seattle, washington

land acknowledgment
Saint Mark’s Cathedral acknowledges that we gather on the 
traditional land of the first people of Seattle, the Duwamish 
People, who are still here, and we honor with gratitude the 
land itself and the life of all the Coast Salish tribes. 

welcome
On this happy feast of Christmas, we welcome you to Saint 
Mark’s Cathedral. We are glad you have joined us to celebrate 
the Nativity of our Lord. Thank you for sharing your 
Christmas hopes and joy with us. Wherever you are on your 
spiritual journey, and whether you are joining in the nave or 
via the livestream, you are welcome here!

questions?
Ushers (wearing purple Welcome laynards) are available 
during the liturgy should you have any questions or concerns, 
or if you need a hearing assist device. 
All-gender restrooms are in the northwest stairwell and on 
the 5th floor of Cathedral House, accessible by elevator or via 
the southwest stairwell. 

to learn more about saint mark’s
If you are new to Saint Mark’s and would like to learn 
more, please consider completing a newcomer form, visit 
saintmarks.org/newcomers or simply contact one of the 
clergy. Grace and peace to you!
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A brief organ voluntary offered a few minutes before the hour invites all into quiet prayer and preparation.
prelude		  Variations and Toccata on the Christmas Chant, Puer natus est nobis (A boy is born for us),  
		  from Symphonie gothique, Opus 70, movement 4	 C.M. Widor 

land acknowledgment & welcome	 Dean Thomason

All stand, as able.

hymn in procession    O come, all ye faithful	 tune: Adeste fideles
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
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collect of the day    The Nativity of our Lord	 The Book of Common Prayer, p. 212	
	 Presider	 The Lord be with you. 
	 People	 And also with you. 
	 Presider	 Let us pray.

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus 
Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with 

sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

	 All	 Amen. 

Please be seated for the Liturgy of the Word.

song of praise    Angels we have heard on high (stanzas 1 & 3)  ◆  The Hymnal 1982 #96	 tune: Gloria
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opening acclamation	 The Book of Common Prayer, p. 355
	 Presider	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
	 People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

collect for purity	  	

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. 

	 All	 Amen.

	 Presider
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reading		  Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announc-
es peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, 

“Your God reigns.” Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for 
joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together 
into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has 
redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the na-
tions; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

	 Lector	 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
	 People	 Thanks be to God.

psalm		  Psalm 98  ◆  St. Helena Psalter	 Plainsong, Tone VIII.2

The cantor introduces the Antiphon, all repeat. The cantor chants the verses, all repeat the Antiphon as indicated.

Cantate Domino

Sing a new song to God, *
who has done marvelous things.

With your right hand, O God, and your holy arm *
    you have won for yourself the victory.    ANTIPHON
You have made known your victory; *
    your righteousness have you openly shown in the sight of the nations.
You remember your mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
    and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.    ANTIPHON
Shout with joy to God, all you lands; *
    lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
Sing to God with the harp, *
    with the harp and voice of song.    ANTIPHON
With trumpets and the sound of the horn, *
    shout with joy before God who reigns in majesty.
Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
    the lands and those who dwell therein.    ANTIPHON
Let the rivers clap their hands, *
    and let the hills ring out with joy before God,
    who will come to judge the earth.
God shall judge the world in righteousness *
    and the peoples with equity.    ANTIPHON

 

Shout with joy be fore- the Ho ly- One.
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All stand, as able.

sequence hymn    Hark! the herald angels sing (stanza 1)	 tune: Mendelssohn
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reading		  Hebrews 1:1-4

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 
but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of 

all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s 
glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his 
powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the 
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

	 Lector	 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
	 People	 Thanks be to God.
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the holy gospel     John 1:1–14
	 Deacon	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
	 People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to be-
come children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

	 Deacon	 The Gospel of the Lord. 
	 People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

homily			   The Very Reverend Steven L. Thomason
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prayers of the people

After each petition:
	 Intercessor	 What has come into being in Christ was life, 
	 People	 and the life was the light of all people.

The Presider concludes the prayers with a collect; all respond: Amen.

All stand, as able.
the nicene creed	 The Book of Common Prayer, p. 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary;
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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the peace
	 Presider	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
	 People	 And also with you.

All greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

offertory 
An offering of money is received. Everyone participating in worship is invited to make an offering 
in gratitude for God’s generosity. Together, these gifts make possible this community of welcome, 
reconciliation and service. Those worshiping in person may place their offering in baskets as they 
are passed through through the rows. 
Visit saintmarks.org/give, or use the Venmo mobile app (@SaintMarksCathedralSeattle,  
or scan the code at right). If Venmo asks you for a four-digit code, enter 2076.

anthem		  Ding dong! merrily on high	 words: G. R. Woodward;  
			   music: 16th-cent. French tune, harm. Charles Wood

Ding dong! merrily on high
in heav’n the bells are ringing:
Ding dong! verily the sky 
is riv’n with angel singing.

Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!

E’en so here below, below,
let steeple bells be swungen,
And i-o, i-o, i-o, 
by priest and people sungen.

Pray you, dutifully prime
your matin chime, ye ringers;
May you beautifully rime
your evetime song, ye singers.
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All stand, as able. 
the great thanksgiving    Eucharistic Prayer B, adapt.	 The Book of Common Prayer (1979), p. 360 
	 Presider	 The Lord be with you.
	 Assembly	 And also with you.
	 Presider	 Lift up your hearts.
	 Assembly	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 Assembly	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.
	 Presider	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, 

the Maker of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be 
born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect in the 
flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage 
of sin, and receive power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining 
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

sanctus & benedictus    sung by all	 William Mathias 
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	 Presider	 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of the world. Through Mary’s Holy Child, you have delivered 
us from evil and made us worthy to stand before you. You have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

		  On the night before he died for us, Jesus took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

		  After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.”

		  Therefore, according to his command, O God:
	 All	 We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory;
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the lord’s prayer
	 All	 Our Father in heaven,

    hallowed be your Name,
    your kingdom come,
    your will be done,
        on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
    as we forgive those
        who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
    and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
    and the glory are yours,
    now and for ever. Amen.

	 Presider	 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Dear One; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

		  We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite 
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanc-
tified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, gather all things into the circle of 
Christ’s love, and bring us to that heavenly country where with Mary, Mark, and all 
your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of all your children; through Jesus 
Christ, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation.

		  By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Most Blessed One, now and forever.

	 All	 AMEN.

In silence, the Presider breaks the consecrated bread.
the breaking of the bread    We who are many	 Plainsong, Mode 6 

The cantor introduces the antiphon, all repeat. The cantor sings the verses; all repeat the antiphon as indicated.

	 Verse:	 We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.    ANTIPHON
	 Verse:	Happy are they who come to the Supper of the Lamb.    ANTIPHON
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solo    		  The angel Gabriel	 words: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould; 
			   music: Gabriel’s Message, Basque carol; harm. Edgar Pettman

invitation to communion
	 Presider	 The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All may be seated for the time of Communion. All seeking God are welcome at Christ’s Table. 
Please follow the directions of the Liturgical Ministers. Bread and wine are distributed at a standing 
station at the head of the center aisle. The bread will be placed into your outstretched palm. If you 
prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply ask for one at the time of Communion. If you wish to receive a 
blessing instead, please cross your arms in front of your chest.
Intinction (dipping the bread in the wine) is not available at this time. If you do not wish to drink 
from the common cup, please cross your arms in front of your chest as you pass by the chalice. The 
full grace of the sacrament is received with only the bread.

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;

“All hail,”, said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary,
most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

“For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be,
all generations laud and honor thee,
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
most highly favored lady,’ Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said,
“my soul shall laud and magnify His Holy Name.”
Most highly favored lady, Gloria!

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:

“Most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

voluntary		 Organ improvisation 
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hymn during communion    What child is this?	 tune: Greensleeves
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All stand, as able.

postcommunion prayer	 The Book of Common Prayer, p. 365
	 Presider	 Eternal God, heavenly Father,
	 All	     you have graciously accepted us as living members

    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
    and you have fed us with spiritual food
    in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
    and grant us strength and courage
    to love and serve you
    with gladness and singleness of heart;
    through Christ our Lord. Amen.

blessing		  The Presider asks God’s blessing on the assembly. All respond:  Amen.
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hymn in procession    Joy to the world!	 tune: Antioch
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dismissal		  The Deacon dismisses the Assembly. The Assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

voluntary		 Toccata on Antioch (Tune of Hymn 100, “Joy to the world!”)	 Craig Phillips
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Cover image by Gustave Doré (1832–1883), public domain.
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TAIZÉ at SAINT MARK’S
a liturgy of song, scripture, silence, and stillness,

now offered monthly on the second Tuesday of the month 
More information at saintmarks.org/taize

New Year’s Eve
Labyrinth Walk 

with Midnight  
Eucharist
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Since 1999, Seattle’s most peaceful New Year’s experience. All 
are welcome. At midnight a special service of Holy Eucharist 
will be offered, celebrating the Feast of the Holy Name.
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The Spiritual Approach to the Enneagram: A Map to Inner Wisdom  
    with Joseph Benton Howell, Ph.D. 
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& saturday, january 11, 9:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. 

A Brush With God: An Icon Workshop with iconographer Peter Pearson 
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“A Different Kind of Fast”—A Wisdom Practice Day in Lent  
    with The Rev. Dr. Hillary Raining & Dr. Darlene Franz. 
saturday, march 8, 2025, 8:30 a.m.–12 p.m.
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