
January 25, 2025
1:00 pm

a celebration of the life of

David Phelan Harms
April 25, 1958 – January 8, 2025



Saint Mark’s Cathedral acknowledges that we gather on the 
traditional land of the first people of Seattle, the Duwamish 
People, who are still here, and we honor with gratitude the 
land itself and the life of all of the Coast Salish tribes. 

a note about this service:
The following rite is adapted from the Enriching Our 
Worship resource, and was developed with pastoral 
consideration for Dave, whose faith was not one of a religious 
adherent. In his life Dave found solace and strength in this 
cathedral and its community, where he participated heartily 
in its worship, and we are the richer for his presence these last 
several years. We commend him to God today, trusting that 
the love we share for one another, and the abiding love which 
God has for all, transcends even death. Dave knew such love 
and took comfort in it. We can, too.
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prelude		  Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness	 J.S. Bach

Please stand, as able, as the procession enters the cathedral nave.

anthems

Blessed are they who mourn; for they shall be comforted.
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

The eternal God is your refuge 
and underneath are the everlasting arms.

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you;
not as the world gives, give I to you.

Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.

the collects
	 Presider	 May God be with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
	 Presider	 Let us pray.

Merciful God, you draw us to yourself and we are never distant 
from your love. You alone know us through and through, take 

the measure of our faith; only you know the goodness that is in us, 
our doubt, our hope. We commend to you our companion Dave, 
whom you love, whom you created to explore your mystery and to 
come home to you, where he may rejoice to see you face to face and 
know as he is known.

	 All	 Amen.

Gracious God, our help in time of need, be with your people 
in their trouble. Give them hope, and nourish them with your 

loving-kindness; receive Dave in his death and take him into your 
holy keeping, for your mercy’s sake.

	 All	 Amen.

	 Presider

	 Presider
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welcome		  	 Dean Thomason

opening hymn   O God, our help in ages past 	 St. Anne

Please be seated for the Liturgy of the Word. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

reading		  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8	 read by Schuyler Jones 

For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under 
heaven:

a time to be born and a time to die;
a time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill and a 
time to heal;
a time to break down and a time to build up;
a time to weep and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn and a time to dance;
a time to throw away stones and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek and a time to lose;
a time to keep and a time to throw away;
a time to tear and a time to sew;
a time to keep silent and a time to speak;
a time to love and a time to hate.

	 Reader	 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
	 People	 Thanks be to God.
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psalm		  Psalm 91 	 The Book of Common Prayer (1979), p. 719 
Chanted by the cantor.

Qui habitat

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, *
abides under the shadow of the Almighty.

He shall say to the Lord,
“You are my refuge and my stronghold, *
    my God in whom I put my trust.”
He shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter *
    and from the deadly pestilence.
He shall cover you with his pinions,
and you shall find refuge under his wings; *
    his faithfulness shall be a shield and buckler.
You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, *
    nor of the arrow that flies by day;
Of the plague that stalks in the darkness, *
    nor of the sickness that lays waste at mid-day.
A thousand shall fall at your side
and ten thousand at your right hand, *
    but it shall not come near you.
Your eyes have only to behold *
    to see the reward of the wicked.
Because you have made the Lord your refuge, *
    and the Most High your habitation,
There shall no evil happen to you, *
    neither shall any plague come near your dwelling.
For he shall give his angels charge over you, *
    to keep you in all your ways.
They shall bear you in their hands, *
    lest you dash your foot against a stone.  ◆
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the holy gospel    Matthew 5:1-10
	 Deacon	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
	 People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after 
he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, 

and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven.”

	 Deacon	 The Gospel of the Lord.
	 People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

homily			   The Very Reverend Steven L. Thomason

After a brief pause, the Presider stands; all rise, as able, for the proclamation of the Gospel. 
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prayers of the people

	 Deacon	 For our brother Dave let us pray to God our Creator saying:  
		  Hear our prayer.

	 Deacon	 God, your will for us is abundant life; 
receive Dave now into the fullness of life in your presence.

	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Deacon	 You know the thoughts of our hearts and our search for faith; 

shed the brightness of your light on Dave, who also sought 
understanding.

	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Deacon	 You are greater than all our ideas and images of you; 

draw Dave into the mystery of your being.
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Deacon	 We know you as perfect Mercy and Love; 

welcome Dave in the grace of that love and mercy.
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Deacon	 We praise you as the giver of life; 

gather all who mourn into the hope of renewed life.
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Deacon	 The Church commends all who die to the care of Christ, the love of 

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit; and so we commend 
Dave to you, giving thanks for the gift of his life.

	 People	 Hear our prayer.

	 Presider	 Gracious God, to whom no prayer is offered without hope of 
mercy: give us your consolation as we come to you under the 
shadow of our affliction. Strengthen our faith in your unfailing 
compassion; deliver us from bitterness and despair, and help us to 
know your peace, which passes all understanding. 

	 All	 Amen.

the peace
	 Presider	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.

All greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Please stand, as able, when the Presider stands to invite us into prayer.
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

offertory

Please stand as able.

the great thanksgiving    Eucharistic Prayer 2	 Enriching Our Worship 1, p. 60

	 Presider	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
	 Presider	 Lift up your hearts.
	 People	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.
	 Presider 	 We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God,

source of life abundant.
From before time you made ready the creation.
Your Spirit moved over the deep
and brought all things into being:
sun, moon, and stars;
earth, winds, and waters;
and every living thing.
You made us in your image,
and taught us to walk in your ways.
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;
and yet, as a mother cares for her children,
you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us
to live in the fullness of your love.

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we say:

	 All	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
		  heaven and earth are full of your glory.
		      Hosanna in the highest.
		  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
		      Hosanna in the highest.
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	 Presider	 Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.
To deliver us from the power of sin and death
and to reveal the riches of your grace,
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son,
Jesus the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us.
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
the sacrifice of his life,
and to be glorified by you.

 		  On the night before he died for us,
Jesus was at table with his friends.
He took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke it, and gave it to them, and said:

“Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.
Again, he gave thanks to you,
gave it to them, and said:

“Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”



11

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation,
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come,
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine,
and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth
and make us your new creation,
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us,
with Mary, Mark, and all your saints,
from every tribe and language and people and nation,
to feast at the banquet prepared
from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever.

	 All	 AMEN.

the lord’s prayer
	 All	 Our Father in heaven, 
	 	     hallowed be your Name,  

    your kingdom come,  
    your will be done,  
        on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
    as we forgive those 

		          who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
    and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen.
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In silence, the Presider breaks the consecrated bread.

the breaking of the bread
	 Presider	 Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
	 People	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

invitation to communion
The Presider invites us to the meal: The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All may be seated for the time of Communion.

All seeking God are welcome at Christ’s Table. 
Please follow the directions of the Liturgical Ministers. The bread will placed into your out-
stretched palm. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply ask for one at the time of Commu-
nion. If you wish to receive a blessing instead, please cross your arms in front of your chest.
Intinction (dipping the bread in the wine) is not available at this time. If you do not wish to 
drink from the common cup, please cross your arms in front of your chest as you pass by the 
chalice. The full grace of the sacrament is received with only the bread.

Please stand, as able, when the Presider stands and returns to the Altar.

postcommunion prayer
	 Presider	 Almighty God, 
	 All	 we thank you that in your great love 

    you have fed us with the spiritual food and drink 
        of the Body and Blood  of your Son Jesus Christ, 
            and have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. 
Grant that this Sacrament may be to us  
    a comfort in affliction,  and a pledge of our inheritance  
    in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, 
            but the fullness of joy with all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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THE COMMENDATION

The ministers stand at the Paschal Candle, the symbol of our risen life in Christ. 

	 Presider	 Merciful God, whose hand holds us fast in the uttermost parts of 
the sea and in the highest corners of heaven: Hear our prayers for 
Dave, whose life was a gift and a treasure to those who love him; we 
entrust him to your untiring care – you who read the hidden depths 
of our hearts – knowing your power to do better things for all of us 
than we can hope or imagine, for your love for us is unceasing.

	 People	 Amen.
	 Presider	 Into your hands, Immortal One, we commend Dave. Of your infinite 

goodness, wisdom, and power, work in him the wonderful purpose 
of your perfect will, for your mercies’ sake.

	 All	 Amen.

blessing		

Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts 
of those who journey with us. So be swift to love, and make haste 

to be kind. And the blessing of the Creator God, the Risen Son, and 
the Promised Holy Spirit light your path that you might be a blessing 
to others today and always.

	 All	 Amen.

	 Presider
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closing hymn    Joyful, joyful, we adore thee	 Hymn to Joy
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dismissal
	 Deacon	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
	 People	 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

voluntary		 Now praise, my soul, thy Maker	 Michael Praetorius

All are invited to a reception immediately following the liturgy 
in Bloedel Hall, accessible via the stairs on the west end of the nave, 

or by taking the elevator in the southwest corner of the nave to level 1.
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