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Saint Mark’s Cathedral acknowledges that we gather on the traditional land of the first 
people of Seattle, the Duwamish People, who are still here, and we honor with gratitude the 
land itself and the life of all the Coast Salish tribes.
Welcome to Saint Mark’s Cathedral and this service of Taizé Prayer. Wherever you are on 
your spiritual journey, you are welcome here!
To learn more about Taizé Prayer at Saint Mark’s, visit saintmarks.org/taize.
If you are new to Saint Mark’s and would like to learn more, please consider completing a 
newcomer form found in the pew rack, visit saintmarks.org/newcomers or simply contact 
one of the clergy. Grace and peace to you!

Mark your calendars for April 8, 2025 when we will have our next Taizé liturgy 
commemorating the feast day of Martin Luther King, Jr. Note that no Taizé service 
will be offered in March. Visit saintmarks.org/taize for more information. 

ABOUT BRIGID OF KILDARE

Along with Patrick, Brigid is one of the most beloved Irish saints. She was born into slavery in 
the middle of the fifth century, the daughter of a local chieftain and one of his slaves. Her father, 
Dubhthach, was the poet laureate of King Loeghaire and a pagan, but her mother, Brocca, was 
a Christian. 

Even as a young girl, Brigid was notorious for giving away all of the family’s food and goods 
in order to feed and assist the poor. Enraged, her father tried to sell her to the king of Leinster, 
but even while the two men were negotiating her price, she took her father’s jeweled sword and 
gave it to a beggar so that he could sell it to feed his family. The king was impressed with her 
compassion and resourcefulness, and offered Dubhthach his own jeweled sword as a replace-
ment, telling him to give his daughter her freedom.

Gathering a group of women around her, Brigid founded a monastery in 470 at Kildare, a 
place whose name meant “Church of the Oak.” This was the first monastic community for 
women in Ireland. To secure the sacraments, Brigid persuaded the anchorite Conlaed to re-
ceive ordination as a bishop and to bring his community of monks to Kildare, thus establishing 
a double monastery for both men and women. She also founded a renowned scriptorium and 
center for manuscript illumination at the monastic community. 

Brigid actively participated in leadership and in policy-making decisions, not only within her 
own monastic federation but also within the councils and synods of the Irish church. She died 
around 525 at Kildare. Her remains are said to have been re-interred with those of Patrick at 
Downpatrick in the ninth century.  

– Lesser Feasts & Fasts, 2022 (adapt.)
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land acknowledgment & welcome

gathering song    The kingdom of God	 words: cf. Romans 14:17  
			   music: Taizé
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psalm		  Psalm 138   ◆   read by all in unison	 The Book of Common Prayer (1979), p. 793

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; *
before the gods I will sing your praise.

I will bow down toward your holy temple
and praise your Name, *
    because of your love and faithfulness;
For you have glorified your Name *
    and your word above all things.
When I called, you answered me; *
    you increased my strength within me.
All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, *
    when they have heard the words of your mouth.
They will sing of the ways of the Lord, *
    that great is the glory of the Lord.
Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; *
    he perceives the haughty from afar.
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *
    you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
    your right hand shall save me.
The Lord will make good his purpose for me; *
    O Lord, your love endures for ever;
    do not abandon the works of your hands.
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song		  Jesus, your Spirit in us (Kristus, din Ande)	 words & music: Taizé 
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the great silence	

All are invited to remain seated in silence, for yourself and others, and enter into an extended period of meditation.

reading		  1 Corinthians 1:26-31 (Contemporary English Version)

My dear friends, remember what you were when God chose you. The people of 
this world didn’t think that many of you were wise. Only a few of you were in 

places of power, and not many of you came from important families. But God chose 
the foolish things of this world to put the wise to shame. He chose the weak things 
of this world to put the powerful to shame.
What the world thinks is worthless, useless, and nothing at all is what God has used 
to destroy what the world considers important. God did all this to keep anyone from 
bragging to him. You are God’s children. He sent Christ Jesus to save us and to make 
us wise, acceptable, and holy. So if you want to brag, do what the Scriptures say and 
brag about the Lord.

song		  There can be no greater love (Grande est ta bonté)	 words: John 15:13 
			   music: Joseph Gelineau 
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prayers of intercession	 adapted from A Celtic Primer, ed. Brendan O’Malley 

The intercessor offers the prayers, all respond by singing the Kyrie when indicated. 

	 Intercessor	 For all who work through the power of Christ in the Church today, serving the 
needs of the poor and healing the wounds of injustice, division and materialism in 
our society. Let us pray:

	 People	 Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison. 

	 Intercessor	 For all Christians: that they may seek the kingdom of God before all else.  
Let us pray:

	 People	 Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison.  

	 Intercessor	 For ourselves, that when we are discouraged, we may find strength in the signs of 
a loving and faithful God in those around us, and that we may be a sign of the love 
of God to all whom we meet.  Let us pray:

	 People	 Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison. 

	 Intercessor	 For the elderly, the sick and the lonely among us: that they may receive comfort, 
companionship and care from those around them. Let us pray:

	 People	 Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison.  

	 Intercessor	 For those who have lost hope: that they may find the joy of the Holy Spirit within 
their hearts.  Let us pray:

	 People	 Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison.

	 Intercessor	 For the souls of all those whom we have loved but now no longer see; those who 
have gone beyond the veil of this mortal life. May their souls and the souls of all 
the faithful departed rest in peace, and rise in glory. Let us pray:

	 People	 Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison.
(“Kyrie eleison; Christe eleison” is Greek for “Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy.”)
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candle lighting
All are invited to bring the prayers in your heart to Christ, symbolized by lighting a single candle in the candle 
bowl. Please place your candle as close to the center as possible, working outward as more candles are added. 

song during candle lighting     How blessed the poor (Beati voi poveri)	 words: Luke 6:20
	 music: Taizé
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song during candle lighting    Seek ye first	 words: Matthew 6:33 
	 music: Karen Lafferty

This song may be sung in a round, ad lib. 
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the lord’s prayer    (prayed by all)

Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother,  
holy and blessed is your name.  
We pray for your reign of peace to come,  
we pray that your will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day the bread we need,  
give it to those who have not enough.  
Let forgiveness flow between us.  
Deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the power and the glory  
and the mercy now and forever. Amen. 

closing prayer	 Lesser Feasts & Fasts, 2022

O God, whose servant Brigid, kindled with the flame of your love, became a shin-
ing light in your church: Grant that we also may be aflame with the spirit of 

love and discipline, and walk before you as children of light; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.
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closing song    Whoever walks in God’s love (El alma que anda en amor)	 words: St. John of the Cross 
			   music: Taizé

Thank you for attending this Candlelit Prayer service with music from Taizé at Saint Mark’s 
Cathedral. Please consider supporting the ministries of Saint Mark’s by placing money in the 
offering basket as you leave, or using Venmo (please put Taize in the memo line; the four-
digit code is 2076 if asked). May God’s peace be with you this night and always.

musicians

Music and texts under copyright are reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #a-706820.

The name “Taizé” and the dove-cross symbol are registered as trademarks of Ateliers et Presses de Taizé.

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY

reader
Kathy Minsch

video
David Wild

sound
TBD
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Keri Adams-Lee
Solé Beauplan

Jane Carter

Ben Cope
Andrea Gradinaru 

Arthur Lee
David Menz 

Michael Seewer 
Gabe Stefanides 

Natalie Willis


