
candlelit prayer
with music from

Taizé

Tuesday, September 9, 2025

7:00 pm

Saint Mark’s
episcopal cathedral
seattle, washington

celebrating the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary



2

Saint Mark’s Cathedral acknowledges that we gather on the traditional land of the first 
people of Seattle, the Duwamish People, who are still here, and we honor with gratitude the 
land itself and the life of all the Coast Salish tribes.
Welcome to Saint Mark’s Cathedral and this service of Taizé Prayer. Wherever you are on 
your spiritual journey, you are welcome here!
To learn more about Taizé Prayer at Saint Mark’s, visit saintmarks.org/taize.
If you are new to Saint Mark’s and would like to learn more, please consider completing a 
newcomer form found in the pew rack, visit saintmarks.org/newcomers or simply contact 
one of the clergy. Grace and peace to you!

land acknowledgment & welcome

gathering song    Let all who are thirsty come	 words: Revelation 22:17b, 20b  
			   music: Taizé

Mark your calendars for our next Taizé liturgy on October 14, 2025 commemorating 
Teresa of Avila. Visit saintmarks.org/taize for more information. 

 

��

��

�

��
the

��

�

�

��

��
wa

��

�

�
�

��
wish

���

��
ceive

�

��
re

��

��

�

��
ter

��

��
life��

��
of

��

��
are

��
who

��

��
thirst

����
Let

��� �� 44

�
�

�

�

��� �� 44

�
�

��
all

��
�
�

��44
all

��44

��
Let

��

�
�

��
who

�

��42
come.

��42

���
y

�
�

�
�

�

��

��

��

��
Lord

��

����
men,

��

��
come

��
�
�

��
Let��

�
���

Je��

�

�

��
sus.��

� ��
A� ��

��
men,��

� ��

� ��

��
free�
�

�

�

��
ly.�
�

��
Je��

�
��
A� ��

��
sus.��

���
come��

� �
Lord�
�



3

psalm		  Psalm 27:1-5   ◆   read by all in unison	 The Book of Common Prayer (1979), p. 617

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom then shall I fear? *

the Lord is the strength of my life; 
    of whom then shall I be afraid?
When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, * 
    it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who stumbled and fell.
Though an army should encamp against me, * 
    yet my heart shall not be afraid;
And though war should rise up against me, * 
    yet will I put my trust in him.
One thing have I asked of the Lord; 
one thing I seek; * 
    that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.     ◆

song		  It is good to trust (Bonum est confidere)	 words: cf. Psalm 118:8-9 
			   music: Jacques Berthier
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reading		  Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored 
one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel 
said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 
Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will 
be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 
be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.     ◆
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the great silence	

All are invited to remain seated in silence, for yourself and others, and enter into an extended period of meditation.

song		  Be still and rejoice	 words: Matthew J. Briggs 
			   music: Gregory Bloch 
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prayers of intercession	 Taizé, adapt. 
A cantor intones the Kyrie; then all repeat it. 
The intercessor offers the prayers, and all respond by singing the Kyrie when indicated. 

	 Intercessor	 Renew in us, Lord, the joy of your call. Let us pray:
	 People	 Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison. 

	 Intercessor	 Send upon us your Spirit of love: may we never shut our hearts to our neighbor. 
Let us pray:

	 People	 Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison.  

	 Intercessor	 Renew the unity between Christians: may they manifest your love by their 
communion. Let us pray:

	 People	 Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison. 

	 Intercessor	 Support those who suffer in their hearts or in their flesh: restore them to peace and 
health. Let us pray:

	 People	 Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison.  

	 Intercessor	 Welcome those who have died into the life of eternity: may their eyes see the light 
that never sets. Let us pray:

	 People	 Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison.

(“Kyrie eleison; Christe eleison” is Greek for “Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy.”)
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candle lighting
All are invited to bring the prayers in your heart to Christ, symbolized by lighting a single candle in the candle 
bowl. Please place your candle as close to the center as possible, working outward as more candles are added. 

song during candlelighting    Ubi caritas	 words: Traditional Latin	
� music: Berthier

song during candle lighting    Lord God, you love us (Toi, tu nous aimes)	 words: Taizé  
	 music: Berthier
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the lord’s prayer    (prayed by all)� Parker Palmer, ad.
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother,  
holy and blessed is your name.  
We pray for your reign of peace to come,  
we pray that your will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day the bread we need,  
give it to those who have not enough.  
Let forgiveness flow between us.  
Deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the power and the glory  
and the mercy now and forever. Amen.

closing song    Let your servant now go in peace (Nunc dimittis)	 words: Luke 2:29 
			   music: Berthier
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closing prayer	 Lesser Feasts & Fasts (2024)

Father in heaven, by your grace the virgin mother of your incarnate Son was 
blessed in bearing him, but still more blessed in keeping your word: Grant us 

who honor the exaltation of her lowliness to follow the example of her devotion to 
your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Thank you for attending this Candlelit Prayer service with music from Taizé at Saint Mark’s 
Cathedral. Please consider supporting the ministries of Saint Mark’s by placing money in the 
offering basket as you leave, or using Venmo (please put Taize in the memo line; the four-
digit code is 2076 if asked). May God’s peace be with you this night and always.

musicians

Music and texts under copyright are reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #a-706820.

The name “Taizé” and the dove-cross symbol are registered as trademarks of Ateliers et Presses de Taizé.

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY

reader
Kathy Minsch 

video
Michael Perera

sound
TBD

usher 
TBD

Keri Adams-Lee
Gregory Bloch 

 

Andrea Gradinaru 
Sarah Hess 

Gabriel Jones 

Arthur Lee 
Dave Menz 

ABOUT TODAY ’S COMMEMORATION
The gospels tell us little about the family and home of our Lord’s mother. She is 
thought to have been of Davidic descent and to have been brought up in a devout 
Jewish family that cherished the hope of Israel for the coming kingdom of God, in 
remembrance of the promise to Abraham and the forefathers.
In the second century, a devout Christian sought to supply a fuller account of Mary’s 
birth and family, to satisfy the interest and curiosity of believers. An apocryphal 
gospel, known as the Protevangelium of James or The Nativity of Mary, appeared. It 
included legendary stories of Mary’s parents, Joachim and Anne. These stories were 
built out of Old Testament narratives of the births of Isaac and of Samuel (whose 
mother’s name, Hannah, is the original form of Anne), and from traditions of the 
birth of John the Baptist. In these stories, Joachim and Anne—the childless, elderly 
couple who grieved that they would have no posterity—were rewarded with the 
birth of a girl, whom they dedicated in infancy to the service of God under the tu-
telage of the temple priests. 
Many provinces of the Anglican Communion celebrate September 8 rather than 
August 15 as their primary Marian feast.
Although we do not know the truth of Mary’s parentage or birth, we nevertheless 
rejoice for those who brought her into this world, and who raised her in such a way 
that even as a young woman she was able to give a courageous “yes” in response to 
her call from God. 

– Lesser Feasts & Fasts (2024)


