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Saint Mark’s
episcopal cathedral

Saint Mark’s Cathedral acknowledges that we gather on the traditional land of the first 
people of Seattle, the Duwamish People, who are still here, and we honor with gratitude 
the land itself and the life of the Duwamish Tribe.
Welcome to Saint Mark’s Cathedral. Today we celebrate the Feasts of Francis and Clare 
of Assisi. Our liturgy is centered around the blessing of animals. We will offer prayers for 
our animal companions, both current and past, and for the earth, our island home.
In the Scriptures, the act of blessing means “the imparting of power or life.” To bless is 
more than an expression of goodwill and caring. To bless is to impart God’s power in 
the flesh of life! The blessing of each animal, by name, means that health, healing, and 
life are being mediated from God for the benefit of the animal in its relationship with its 
human partners. 
Your animal companions are most welcome. The priests will offer individual blessings to 
animals at the conclusion of the service for those interested. 

Before and after our short liturgy, you are invited to 
make a donation in the available basket.
The funds collected will all go to the Seattle Animal 
Shelter (owned and operated by the City of Seattle).
You may also visit saintmarks.org/give, or use the 
Venmo mobile app (@SaintMarksCathedralSeattle, 
or scan the QR code at right).
Please note “Animal Shelter” in your donation!

The art you see displayed today was created this past summer by the Junior and Senior 
Choristers during Saint Mark’s Choir Camp. The concept was created and the pieces 
were assembled by artist Sandy Nelson who took inspiration from today’s first reading, 
The Circle of Days. Thank you, Sandy!
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welcome & land acknowledgment		  Dean Thomason

At the invitation of the Officiant, all stand, as able. 

	 Officiant 	 Light and peace be with you all.
	 Assembly	 And also with you.

a prayer attributed to saint francis	 (13th century Christian monk)
	 Officiant	 Gracious God,
	 All	 make us instruments of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
     where there is injury, pardon; 
     where there is discord, union; 
     where there is doubt, faith; 
     where there is despair, hope; 
     where there is darkness, light; 
     where there is sadness, joy. 
Grant that we may not so much 
     seek to be consoled as to console; 
     to be understood as to understand; 
     to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
     it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
     and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen.
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song    		  Sing out earth and skies	 words & music: Marty Haugen

The congregation is invited to sing the refrain, led by the Jr. and Sr. Choristers.  
The choir will sing the verses.

Come, O God of all the earth: Come to us, O Righteous One;
Come, and bring our love to birth: In the glory of your Son. Refrain

Come, O God of wind and flame: Fill the earth with righteousness;
Teach us all to sing your name: May our lives your love confess. Refrain

Come, O God of flashing light: Twinkling star and burning sun;
God of day and God of night: In your light we all are one. Refrain

Come, O God of snow and rain: Shower down upon the earth;
Come, O God of joy and pain: God of sorrow, God of mirth. Refrain

	Please be seated.
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reading		  The Circle of Days 
			   Adapted from St Francis’s Canticle of the Creatures by Reeve Lindbergh

Lord, we offer thanks and praise 
For the circle of our days. 

Praise for radiant brother sun, 
Who makes the hours around us run. 

For sister moon, and for the stars, 
Brilliant, precious, always ours.

Praise for brothers wind and air, 
Serene or cloudy, foul or fair. 

For sister water, clear and chaste, 
Useful, humble, good to taste. 

For fire, our brother, strong and bright, 
Whose joy illuminates the night. 

Praise for our sister, mother earth, 
Who cares for each of us from birth. 

For all her children, fierce or mild, 
For sister, brother, parent, child. 

For creatures wild, and creatures tame, 
For hunter, hunted, both the same. 

For brother sleep, and sister death, 
Who tend the borders of our breath. 

For desert, orchard, rock, and tree, 
For forest, meadow, mountain, sea, 

For fruit and flower, plant and bush, 
For morning robin, evening thrush. 

For all your gifts, of every kind, 
We offer praise with quiet mind.

Be with us, Lord, and guide our ways 
Around the circle of our days.
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reflection			   The Reverend Canon Emily Griffin

reading		  Matthew 11:25-30	
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such 
was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by 
my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no 
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

	 Reader	 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
	 Assembly	 Thanks be to God.
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	Please stand, as able.

a litany of thanksgiving	 adapted from A Liturgy for Earth Day,	
			   Saint Mark’s Cathedral, 2006	
	  Intercessor	 O give thanks to our God who is good; whose love endures for ever. 
		  You sun and moon, you stars of the western sky:
	 All	 give to God your thanks and praise.

	 Intercessor	 All mountains and valleys, cedar swamps and prairies, estuaries and alpine 
meadows:

	 All 	 give to God your thanks and praise.

	 Intercessor 	 You rivers and straits, glaciers, snow melt, mists, snows, and rains:
	 All 	 give to God your thanks and praise.

	 Intercessor	 You maples and firs, dogwoods and heathers, mosses and ferns:
	 All	 give to God your thanks and praise.

	 Intercessor	 You salmon and orcas, seals and crabs, loons and kingfishers, 
	 All	 give to God your thanks and praise.

	 Intercessor	 You marmots and voles, salamanders and bears, swallowtails and bees, 
owls and hawks:

	 All	 give to God your thanks and praise.

	 Intercessor	 All peoples who call rain-bathed Cascadia home:
	 All	 give to God your thanks and praise.

	 Intercessor	 All you saints and martyrs of the North and West:
	 All	 give to God your thanks and praise.

	 Officiant	 Creator God, we pray to you from the midst of your creation. Teach us 
to love the Earth as you love it and to always be grateful for its riches that 
sustain us. We give you thanks and praise for all the creatures you have 
made. You keep them in your care and not one is lost from your sight. 
May we respect them and cherish them for they are your gift to us. Bless 
these animals here present, and every creature far and wide, that through 
them we may better know your will for all Creation. We ask this all in your 
holy Name. 

	 All	 Amen.
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a prayer for our animal companions who have died
Invitation is made for those present to name those beloved animals who have died, 
either silently or aloud.

	 Officiant	 Let us pray.

Gracious God, our hearts are filled with the memories of those 
beloved animal companions who have died. They enriched our 

lives, and we delighted in their company. We will always remember 
and miss them. May the deaths of these creatures remind us that 
death is the natural end to earthly life. May these pets who have died 
carry on with you forever, until we join them in eternal life.

	 All	 Amen.

the blessing of saint clare
	 Officiant	 Go forth in peace,  

    for you have followed the good road.  
Go forth without fear,  
    for God who created you has sanctified you,  
    has always protected you,  
        and loves you as a mother.  
And may God’s blessing be upon you:  
    Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

	 All	 Amen.
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The priests will be present at stations around the labyrinth after the 
service to provide individual pet blessings to those interested.

All are welcome.



song    	For the beauty of the earth   ◆   sung by all	

words: Folliot Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917), alt 
Music: Dix, melody Conrad Kocher (1786-1872); arr. William H. Monk (1823-1889) 

harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 Haugen

dismissal
	 Officiant	 Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit of 	all Creation.
	 All	 Thanks be to God.
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about francis of assisi
Francis was born in 1182 in Assisi, Italy, to a wealthy family. As a young man, he 
loved fashionable clothes, parties, and popular music. He fulfilled his dream of 
being a knight,  but Francis discovered there is nothing glorious about war—he 
saw great pain and suffering, and he was sick and far from home. He spent a year 
in prison before his father paid a ransom, and he was freed. Francis knew then 
that he would not become a cloth merchant like his father. Back home, he found 
himself in a small church that was falling down, and as he prayed, Francis heard 
God tell him to rebuild it. He sold a bale of his father’s silk to pay for the repairs, 
which made his father furious. The bishop told Francis that God would give him 
what he needed, so Francis gave his father his purse of gold coins from the sale 
of the silk—and all the fine clothes that he was wearing. 

Francis also came to understand that it is wrong to force people of other faiths 
to become Christian converts. Instead of returning to battle, Francis answered 
God’s call to serve others, especially those who were poor and sick, and to live 
simply and peaceably with everyone. In time, others began to learn from and 
follow Francis. Francis had a special way of relating to animals and to the natural 
world. He called animals his brothers and sisters, and we have wonderful stories 
of his interactions with them—the flock of birds to whom he preached, the wild 
and ravenous wolf he made peace with on behalf of the townspeople of Gubbio, 
the ox and the donkey who were part of the first live Nativity that Francis staged. 
In honor of him we bless animals today because they, like us, are children of our 
Creator. Francis still inspires people around the world with his simple, peaceful, 
and gentle ways.
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