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Saint Mark’s Cathedral acknowledges that we gather on the traditional land of the first 
people of Seattle, the Duwamish People, who are still here, and we honor with gratitude 
the land itself and the life of all the Coast Salish tribes.

Welcome to Saint Mark’s Cathedral. Out of respect for the liturgy we are about to 
celebrate, please turn off all cell phones and audible devices. Please, no photography 
during the liturgy.

THE BURIAL RITE

prelude	 	 Choral, from Symphonie Romane, Opus 73	 Charles-Marie Widor

introit	 	 Benediction 	 Words and Music: Traditional Shaker 
			   Kevin Siegfried, arranger

Holy, holy, holiness unto the Lord,
Love ye one another.
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Please stand, as able.

anthems

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord.
Whoever has faith in me shall have life, even though he die.

And everyone who has life,
and has committed himself to me in faith,
shall not die for ever.

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives
  and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.

After my awaking, he will raise me up;
and in my body I shall see God.
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him
who is my friend and not a stranger.

For none of us has life in himself,
and none becomes his own master when he dies.

For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,
and if we die, we die in the Lord.
So, then, whether we live or die,
we are the Lord’s possession.

Happy from now on are those who die in the Lord!
So it is, says the Spirit, for they rest from their labors.

the collect	 The Book of Common Prayer (1979), p. 493

	 Presider	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
	 Presider	 Let us pray.

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our brother Chris. 
We thank you for giving him to us, his family and friends, to know and to love 

as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console 
us who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet 
confidence we may continue our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited 
with those who have gone before. All this we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord.

	 All	 Amen.

welcome	 	 	 Canon Rich Weyls

remembrances	 Kathleen Frugé Brown 
			   Elsie Nelson Brown
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

reading		  Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33	 read by Stephanie Nelson

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore 

I will hope in him.” The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. It is 
good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.

For the Lord will not reject forever. Although he causes grief, he will have compassion according 
to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone.

	 Reader	 Here what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
	 People	 Thanks be to God.

opening hymn    Come, thou fount of every blessing   ◆   sung by all, standing as able	 Nettleton
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psalm		  Psalm 103	 Peter Hallock
The choir introduces the antiphon, all repeat it. The choir chants the verses, all repeat the antiphon as indicated.

Benedic, anima mea

Bless the LORD, O my soul, * 
    and all that is within me, bless his holy Name. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, * 
    and forget not all his benefits.    ANTIPHON

He forgives all your sins * 
    and heals all your infirmities; 
He redeems your life from the grave * 
    and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;    ANTIPHON

 He satisfies you with good things, * 
    and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
The LORD executes righteousness * 
    and judgment for all who are oppressed.    ANTIPHON

He will not always accuse us, * 
    nor will he keep his anger for ever. 
He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 
    nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.    ANTIPHON

For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 
    so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 
As far as the east is from the west, * 
    so far has he removed our sins from us.    ANTIPHON

As a father cares for his children, * 
    so does the LORD care for those who fear him. 
For he himself knows whereof we are made; * 
    he remembers that we are but dust.    ANTIPHON
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reading		  Revelation 21:2-7	 read by David Wild

I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying,
See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them as their God;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said 
to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To 
the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those 
who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my 
children.”

	 Reader	 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
	 People	 Thanks be to God.



After a brief pause, the Presider stands; all rise, as able, for the proclamation of the Gospel. 
sequence hymn    Lord of all hopefulness  ◆    sung by all, standing as able	 Slane 
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Following the homily, the assembly is invited into a period of silence, reflecting on the scriptures and sermon. 
Please stand, as able, when the Presider stands for the hymn.

the holy gospel    John 14:1-6
	 Deacon	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
	 People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have 

told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 
also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, 

“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said 
to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”

	 Deacon	 The Gospel of the Lord.
	 People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

homily			   The Very Reverend Steven L. Thomason
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hymn    Abide with me  ◆    sung by all, standing as able	 Eventide
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the apostles’ creed    (spoken by all in unison)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
    creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
    He was conceived by the power of the  Holy Spirit 
            and born of the Virgin Mary.
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again.
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church,
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.
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the peace
	 Presider	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And also with you.

All greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

prayers of the people	

	 Deacon	 For our brother Chris let us pray to God our Creator saying: Hear our prayer.

	 Deacon	 God, your will for us is abundant life; receive Chris now into the fullness of life in your 
presence.

	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Deacon	 You know the thoughts of our hearts and our search for faith; shed the brightness of your 

light on Chris, who also sought understanding.
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Deacon	 You are greater than all our ideas and images of you; draw Chris into the mystery of your 

being.
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Deacon	 We know you as perfect Mercy and Love; welcome Chris in the grace of that love and mercy.
	 People	 Hear our prayer.
	 Deacon	 We praise you as the giver of life; gather all who mourn into the hope of renewed life.
	 People	 Hear our prayer.

	 Deacon	 The Church commends all who die to the care of Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit; and so we commend Chris to you, giving thanks for the 
gift of his life.

	 People	 Hear our prayer.

	 Presider	 May the Holy One, to whom all the desires of our hearts are known before we ask, hear 
our prayers for Chris, and for all who mourn, and grant us newness of life, and peace.

	 All	 Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

offertory anthem    Alleluia	 music: Randall Thompson

Please stand, as able. 

the great thanksgiving    Eucharistic Prayer B	 The Book of Common Prayer (1979), p. 367

	 Presider	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And also with you.
	 Presider	 Lift up your hearts.
	 People	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.
	 Presider 	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who 
rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us with the blessed hope of everlasting 
life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our 
mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the 
heavens. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name:

	 All	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
		  heaven and earth are full of your glory.
		      Hosanna in the highest.
		  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
		      Hosanna in the highest.
	 Presider	 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him you have delivered us from evil, and 
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After Supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

	 	 Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
	 All	 We remember his death,  

we proclaim his resurrection,
		  we await his coming in glory.

Alleluia. Amen.
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	 Presider	 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; present-
ing to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious 
God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of 
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 
to that heavenly country where, with Mary, Mark, and all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

		  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

	 All	 AMEN.

the lord’s prayer
	 All	 Our Father in heaven,  
		      hallowed be your Name,  
		      your kingdom come,  
		      your will be done, 
		          on earth as in heaven.  
		  Give us today our daily bread.  
		  Forgive us our sins,  
		      as we forgive those who sin against us.  
		  Save us from the time of trial,  
		      and deliver us from evil.  
		  For the kingdom, the power,  
		      and the glory are yours,  
		      now and for ever. Amen.

In silence, the Presider breaks the consecrated bread.

the breaking of the bread
	 Presider	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
	 People	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

invitation to communion
	 Presider	 The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All may be seated for the time of Communion. All seeking God are welcome at Christ’s Table. 
Please follow the directions of the Liturgical Ministers. Bread and wine are distributed at standing stations at the 
head of the center aisle. The bread will placed into your outstretched palm taking care not to touch your hand. If you 
prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply ask for one at the time of Communion. If you wish to receive a blessing instead, 
please cross your arms in front of your chest.
Intinction (dipping the bread in the wine) is not available at this time. If you do not wish to drink from the common 
cup, please cross your arms in front of your chest as you pass by the chalice. The full grace of the sacrament is received 
with only the bread.
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communion hymn    I am the bread of life    ◆    sung by all
The choir alone will sing the verses, all joining in the Refrain (below) as indicated.
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I am the bread of life; they who come to me shall not hunger; 
they who believe in me shall not thirst. 
No one can come to me unless the Father draw them. 
Refrain (all sing)

The Bread that I will give is my Flesh for the life of the world, 
and they who eat of this bread, they shall live forever. 
Refrain (all sing)

I am the resurrection; I am the life. 
They who believe in me, even if they die, they shall live for ever. 
Refrain (all sing)

Yes, Lord, we believe that you are the Christ, 
the Son of God who has come into the world. 
Refrain (all sing)
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All stand, as able.

postcommunion prayer
	 Presider	 Almighty God, 
	 All	 we thank you that in your great love 

you have fed us with the spiritual food and drink 
of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, 
and have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. 
Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, 
and a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom 
where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, 
but the fullness of joy with all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE COMMENDATION

The ministers stand at the Paschal Candle, the symbol of our risen life in Christ. 

	 Presider	 Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
	 All	 where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.
	 Presider	 You only are immortal, the creator and maker of humankind; and we are mortal, 

formed of the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you 
created me, saying, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down to 
the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

	 All	 Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
		  where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.
	 Presider	 Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Chris. Acknowledge, 

we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner 
of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed 
rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 

	 All	 Amen.

blessing		  The Presider asks God’s blessing on the Assembly. All respond: Amen.
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dismissal
	 Deacon	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
	 People	 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

All are invited to join the family for a reception in Bloedel Hall, located on the lower level of the Cathedral and 
accessed by the SW stairwell or elevator.

voluntary		 Toccata from Symphony No. 5	 Charles-Marie Widor

closing hymn    O God beyond all praising   ◆    sung by all, standing as able

			   The descant, sung by the choir, was commissioned by Sandy Nelson and 
			   composed by Michael Kleinschmidt in support of the Evensong choir.
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Christopher lee brown
May 2, 1957 - August 28, 2025

Christopher Lee Brown was born on May 2, 1957 in Cincinnati, Ohio, to Donald Arthur Brown 
and Margaret Evelyn Cullen Brown. He joined older sister, Kathy and three years later, his sister 
Becky was born. The family moved to a house they had built in Bethel Park, Pennsylvania in 1962 
where Don was employed at Westinghouse in Pittsburgh. Chris’s mother died in 1963. His father 
married Olivia Kathleen Keracik and within a few years, brother Derek and sister Melissa were 
born.
Chris attended St. Germaine Catholic Elementary School and Bethel Park High School, 
graduating in 1975. Chris was an altar boy and sometimes sang at St. Germaine Catholic Church. 
In high school, he sang in the choir and performed in musicals. Growing up, Chris enjoyed 
working in the yard and tending a large vegetable garden. The family traveled on camping trips 
and Chris was active in Boy Scouts. Following high school, Chris joined the United States Army 
and served for three years as a journalist at Fort Hood, Texas. 
After his service, Chris met Linda Smith and moved to North Carolina where she was from. There 
he worked on a dairy farm. They were married in 1982 and their son, Joshua Lee Brown, was born 
in 1984. Soon after, the family relocated to Fontana, California. Chris enrolled at Chaffey College 
as an English major while working on the facilities staff at the Claremont colleges. He lovingly 
cared for Linda during her battle with cancer while taking care of Josh as a young child. After 
Linda died in 1991, he and Josh moved to the Seattle area to be closer to Chris’s sister, Kathy. He 
raised Josh on his own while working in construction, painting and learning web design. Because 
Chris was a single parent, he sometimes had to bring young Josh along on his job sites, usually 
painting. Josh learned from Chris and later turned those skills into a career. Chris was a devoted 
father to Josh; he and Josh spent a lot of time together, playing games, reading, and biking.
Chris met Sandy Nelson in a partner dance class in 1997. They were married at First Covenant 
Church on November 11, 2000. Together, they bought an old house in Phinney Ridge that Chris 
skillfully renovated and restored prior to their moving in. They were blessed with the birth of 
their daughter, Elsie Evelyn Nelson Brown, in January, 2008. Chris was a loving father for Elsie, 
caring for her while Sandy was working full-time for Starbucks. Over the years, their home served 
as a welcoming place for dinners with friends and family, playing music together, and enjoying 
the fireplace inside or the fire pit outside. Chris took great care in keeping the house and yard 
beautifully maintained.
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Chris earned a certificate in documentary filmmaking from the University of Washington, 
launching a career in videography. He documented the global water crisis for Water Partners and 
Water 1st International, traveling to Honduras, Ethiopia, Bangladesh, and India to capture the 
impact of bringing clean water—life’s most essential resource—to communities in need.
He continued this work with Ethos Water and Starbucks, producing fundraising films and 
returning multiple times to Kenya, Ethiopia, and Honduras. Chris traveled so extensively during 
those years that his passport required extra pages—an entire new section was stitched in and 
eventually was also filled with entry stamps and visas. In addition to his filmmaking, Chris also 
provided writing and website development services for a variety of clients.
In 2017, Chris launched the video live-stream program at Saint Mark’s Cathedral, allowing people 
to participate in Sunday services from home. He managed the cameras and sound, skillfully 
filming each service with a variety of angles—ranging from close-ups of speakers to wide shots 
of the congregation, choir, and organist. In 2019, in addition to his video work, Chris joined 
the full-time staff at Saint Mark’s, bringing his extensive construction experience to the care 
of the cathedral’s buildings and grounds, approaching every task as a meaningful part of the 
church’s ministry. When the pandemic shut down churches in 2020, Chris had a well-established 
livestream system in place and was at the cathedral every Sunday doing the live-streaming, 
throughout the entire year of closure. Other churches scrambled to do the same and contacted 
Saint Mark’s for guidance. Chris put together an instruction manual on how to successfully 
offer live-streaming that benefited many other churches. While the cathedral was mostly empty, 
Chris and the facilities manager spent time doing extra maintenance and improvements to the 
cathedral.
Music was an important part of Chris’s life. He played the guitar, fiddle, and banjo, and was a tal-
ented songwriter with a beautiful singing voice. He played with the String Band at First Covenant 
Church and sang in the Saint Mark’s Singers choir. Chris, Sandy, and Elsie played music together, 
too, with a variety of instruments. Recently, he was a banjo player in a large contradance band, 
Raccoon Carnival. For Chris, playing music was a true source of joy.



Chris enjoyed traveling with his family from road trips across the midwest to family reunions 
held all over the United States. He twice joined Elsie’s Saint Mark’s choir on tours to England, 
attend-ing daily Evensong services in historic cathedrals and visiting Melissa’s family while there. 
Chris went on three trips to Sweden with Sandy’s family, including time in Iceland and a trip to 
Greece with a Swedish tour group. He also went on memorable cruises to Alaska and to Cuba. 
Travel provided an expanded worldview that Chris valued.
Chris was exceptionally kind and generous—through thoughtful gifts and sharing his time and 
his talents. He was always willing to help Sandy and Elsie with their various art shows and art 
installations, no matter how ambitious the project. He had a keen sense of humor. Chris was 
a devoted husband, father, brother, loyal friend to many and cherished uncle to his nieces and 
nephews. 
Chris had a life guided by deep faith. He prayed with conviction and listened to God’s leading. 
He participated in a Bible reading group from First Covenant Church, every Friday, that formed 
lasting friendships and developed a profound understanding of scripture. Chris was grateful for 
both his church families.
Chris was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in December, 2024. After a short but intense 
treatment journey, he died on Thursday, August 28, 2025.
Chris is survived by his wife, Sandy, their daughter, Elsie, his son, Josh, his step-mother, Kathy 
Brown Lokay, his sisters Kathy Frugé Brown, Becky (Kris) Fowler, Melissa (Chris) Skelton, 
brother Derek (Diane) Brown, and 12 nieces and nephews.
May he rest in peace and rise in glory.

memorial gifts
Gifts in memory of Christopher Brown may be given to Saint Mark’s Cathedral.
Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral
Visit saintmarks.org/give
Venmo mobile app (@SaintMarksCathedralSeattle, or scan the code below)
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