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land acknowledgment
Saint Mark’s Cathedral acknowledges that we gather on the 
traditional land of the first people of Seattle, the Duwamish 
People, who are still here, and we honor with gratitude the 
land itself and the life of all the Coast Salish tribes. 

welcome
On this happy feast of Christmas, we welcome you to Saint 
Mark’s Cathedral. We are glad you have joined us to celebrate 
the Nativity of our Lord. Thank you for sharing your 
Christmas hopes and joy with us. Wherever you are on your 
spiritual journey you are welcome here!
 

questions?
Ushers (wearing purple Welcome laynards) are available 
during the liturgy should you have any questions or concerns, 
or if you need a hearing assist device. 
All-gender restrooms are in the northwest stairwell and on 
level 5 of Cathedral House, accessible by elevator or via the 
southwest stairwell. 

to learn more about saint mark’s
If you are new to Saint Mark’s and would like to learn 
more, please consider completing a newcomer form, visit 
saintmarks.org/newcomers or simply contact one of the 
clergy. Grace and peace to you!

Saint Mark’s
episcopal cathedral
seattle, washington
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THE PRELUDE

3:40 pm		  land acknowledgment & dean’s welcome	 Dean Thomason
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The service usually begins with an organ prelude or other music  
designed to call us into worshipful presence.

Sung by all; please remain seated.
carol		  The first Nowell	 tune: The First Nowell
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Sung by all; please remain seated.
carol		  God rest you merry	 tune: God Rest You Merry
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choir		  Star carol	 words & music: John Rutter

Sing this night, for a boy is born in Bethlehem,
Christ our Lord in a lowly manger lies;
Bring your gifts, come and worship at his cradle,
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!

See his star shining bright
In the sky this Christmas night!
Follow me joyfully;
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!

Angels bright, come from heaven’s highest glory,
Bear the news with its message of good cheer:
Sing, rejoice (for a King is come to save us)
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!

Refrain

See, he lies in his mother’s tender keeping;
Jesus Christ in her loving arms asleep.
Shepherds poor, come to worship and adore him,
Offer their humble gifts before the son of Mary.

Refrain
Let us all pay our homage at the manger,
Sing his praise on this joyful Christmas Night; 
Christ is come, bringing promises of salvation; 
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!

Refrain
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Sung by all; please remain seated.
carol		  O little town of Bethlehem	 tune: St. Louis

choir		  Child of our dreams	 words & music: Marty Haugen
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Holy child of poverty,
    So lowly is your birth;
Sharing our humanity,
    Embracing all the earth;
Every nation, every race,
Every person, wears your face
Come anew, O child of our dreams.

Joyful child of mystery,
    Come warm our winter night;
Fire our dull complacency
    And fill us with your light;
Speak the word that makes us whole,
Lead each lost and hungry soul:
Come anew, O child of our dreams.

Sacred child of ecstasy,
    Creation sings your love;
Light gives back your radiancy
    And fills the skies above;
Gentle glow from candlelight,
Splendor of the stars of night:
Come anew, O child of our dreams.

Child of all eternity,
    Our justice and our peace,
Born into our history
    That hatreds all may cease;
Bring us all to life from death,
Be our hope, our joy, our breath:
Come anew, O child of our dreams.
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Sung by all; please remain seated.
carol		  Go tell it on the mountain	 tune: Go Tell It on the Mountain

organ		  The Wexford Carol	 Trent Johnson
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

4:00 pm 		  Please stand, as able, as the organist introduces the hymn..

opening acclamation	 Enriching Our Worship 1, p. 50
	 Presider	 Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
	 People	 Glory to God for ever and ever.

collect for purity	  	

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. 

	 All	 Amen.

	 Presider
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As a gathered community, we join together in praising God in song.

hymn in procession    O come, all ye faithful	 tune: Adeste fideles



8

song of praise    Angels we have heard on high	 tune: Gloria
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The Gloria, or some other song of praise, centers the service on the Holy One  
we gather to praise in our worship.

The collect is the prayer designated for Feast Days that “collects” or captures the 
theme of the day or season of the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God 

as revealed in the scriptures for the day.

collect of the day    The Nativity of our Lord	 The Book of Common Prayer (1979), p. 212	
	 Presider	 God be with you. 
	 People	 And also with you. 
	 Presider	 Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true 
Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may 

also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and 
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 

	 All	 Amen. 

Please be seated.
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reading		  Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation, 
    you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden, 
    and the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
    and all the garments rolled in blood 
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

	 Reader	 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
	 Assembly	 Thanks be to God.

The first reading is usually drawn from the Hebrew Scriptures, inviting us to trace 
our heritage in God’s historical covenant with the People of God.
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When the Presider stands, all rise, as able. 
gradual		  Hark! the herald angels sing	 tune: Mendelssohn
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The gradual hymn or moves us toward the summit of the Liturgy of the Word—the 
reading of the Holy Gospel. Gospel means “good news”—specifically the “good 

news of Jesus Christ.”
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Please remain standing, as able, for the proclamation of the Gospel.
the holy gospel    Luke 2:1-20 (King James Version)
	 Deacon	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
	 People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made 

when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his 
own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the 
house and lineage of David) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 
with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished 
that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for 
them in the inn.
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel 
said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest,  
    and on earth peace, good will toward all!”

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, “Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this 
thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.” And they 
came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And 
when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which 
were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered 
them in her heart. 
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

	 Deacon	 The Gospel of the Lord.  
	 People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), 
which depict the life, teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show the particular importance 
placed on Jesus’s words and actions.
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For the homily, children are invited to gather on the front steps of the altar platform. 
homily			   The Very Reverend Steven L. Thomason

The homily directly follows the Gospel because it is grounded in the scriptures. It 
illuminates the scriptural readings and relates them to daily life.

We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf of others. Each week, we pray 
for the Universal Church, the nation and its leaders, the welfare of the world, the 

concerns of our community of faith, including those who are in need or suffer, and 
for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are part of a larger fellowship, 

the Church—the Body of Christ.

the peace
	 Presider	 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
	 People	 And also with you.

All greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The exchange of peace within the gathered community is an ancient Christian 
practice. It is a sign of reconciliation, love, and renewed relationships  

prior to coming to God's table for Eucharist.

All stand, as able. 
prayers of the people    After each petition:
	 Intercessor	 Holy God, 
	 People	 hear our prayer.

The Presider concludes the prayers with a collect; all respond: Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, 
received forgiveness, and shared in the peace, we are prepared for the mystery 

and miracle of the Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to 
God some of what God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine,  

and in the money we give.

offertory 
An offering of money is received. Everyone participating in worship is invited to make an offering 
in gratitude for God’s generosity. Together, these gifts make possible this community of welcome, 
reconciliation and service. Those worshiping in person may to place their offering in baskets as they 
are passed through through the rows. 
Visit saintmarks.org/give, or use the Venmo mobile app (@SaintMarksCathedralSeattle,  
or scan the code at right). If Venmo asks you for a four-digit code, enter 2076.

voluntary for organ	 Noël with variations:� Claude-Béninge Balbastre 
				    Votre bonté grand dieu (Your kindness, great God)
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All stand, as able. 
the great thanksgiving    Eucharistic Prayer 2	 Enriching Our Worship 1, p. 60
	 Presider	 The Lord be with you.
	 Assembly	 And also with you.
	 Presider	 Lift up your hearts.
	 Assembly	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 Assembly	 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
	 Presider	 We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. 

From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and 
brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and 
every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. 
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for 
her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the 
fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus 
of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:

sanctus & benedictus    sung by all	 William Mathias 
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In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us: thank God and recall all that God 
has done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic 
Prayer, is a lengthy prayer with several intentions. We recount the story of Jesus at the Last Supper, 

where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We 
begin the Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.”

The Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) is the hymn of praise that never ceases before God 
and is based on Isaiah 6:3.
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	 Presider	 Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the 
power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor 
upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the 
holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts 
and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to 
draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, 
the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 
glorified by you.

 		  On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave 
it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, cruci-
fied and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and 
wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and 
make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 
In the fullness of time bring us, with Mary, Mark, and all your saints, from every 
tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the 
foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you 
be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.

We recall God’s acts of salvation history. The presider says the “Words of 
Institution” that Jesus said at the Last Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we 

remember Christ’s death, resurrection, and promise to return at the end of the age. 
During the prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to bless and sanctify  

the gifts of bread and wine.

The Great Amen unites the congregation in one great voice as we concur with all 
that the presider has prayed. It is the only “AMEN” in all capitals found in the Book 

of Common Prayer, signifying the importance of the congregation’s response.

	 All	 AMEN.
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invitation to communion
	 Presider	 The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All may be seated for the time of Communion. All seeking God are welcome at Christ’s Table. 
Please follow the directions of the Liturgical Ministers. Bread and wine are distributed at stand-
ing stations at the head of three aisles. The bread will be placed into your outstretched palm. If you 
prefer a gluten-free wafer, simply ask for one at the time of Communion. If you wish to receive a 
blessing instead, please cross your arms in front of your chest.
Intinction (dipping the bread in the wine) is not available at this time. If you do not wish to drink 
from the common cup, please cross your arms in front of your chest as you pass by the chalice. The 
full grace of the sacrament is received with only the bread.

In silence, the Presider breaks the consecrated bread.
the breaking of the bread    We who are many	 Plainsong, Mode 6 

The cantor introduces the antiphon, all repeat. The cantor sings the verses; all repeat the antiphon as indicated.

	 Verse:	 We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.    ANTIPHON
	 Verse:	Happy are they who come to the Supper of the Lamb.    ANTIPHON
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the lord’s prayer
	 All	 Our Father in heaven,

    hallowed be your Name,
    your kingdom come,
    your will be done,
        on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
    as we forgive those
        who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
    and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
    and the glory are yours,
    now and for ever. Amen.

We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. We orient to 
hope for God’s reign of justice and peace, and the forgiveness of sins. The link 

between our daily bread and the spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist is an 
ancient connection.
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hymn during communion    What child is this?	 tune: Greensleeves
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anthem		  Silent Night� words: Joseph Mohr 
� music: Stille Nacht, melody by Franz Xaver Gruber, arr. Taylor Scott Davis

Silent night, holy night, 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, 
Wondrous star, lend the light; 
With the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born.
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hymn during communion    In the bleak midwinter	 tune: Cranham
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anthem		  A la ru� words & music: Hispanic folk song, tr. & arr. John Donald Robb

Oh, sleep now, holy baby, with your head against my breast; 
meanwhile the pangs of my sorrow are soothed and put to rest.
A la ru, a la mé…
You need not fear King Herod, he will bring no harm to you; 
so rest in the arms of your mother who sings you a la ru.
A la ru, a la mé…
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carol with candle lighting    Silent night, holy night	 tune: Stille Nacht
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voluntary    Organ improvisation

As communion distribution comes to a close, the nave lights will be dimmed and liturgical ministers will 
bring candle light to the congregation.
When the time comes to light your candle, angle your unlit candle towards your neighbor’s lit candle.  
Once your candle is burning, keep it as upright as possible at all times to avoid dripping wax.
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All stand, as able.
postcommunion prayer	 Enriching Our Worship 1, p. 69
	 Presider	 God of abundance,
	 All	     you have fed us

    with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
    you have united us
    with Christ and one another;
    and you have made us one
    with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
    that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
    and continue for ever
    in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

blessing		  The Presider asks God’s blessing on the assembly. All respond:  Amen.

Before concluding the service, we give thanks to God for the gifts received, and 
the Presider pronounces a blessing in God’s name upon the assembly. A closing 

hymn and the dismissal conclude the liturgy.
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hymn in procession    Joy to the world!	 tune: Antioch
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dismissal		  The Deacon dismisses the Assembly. The Assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

voluntary		 Postlude on “Go Tell it on the Mountain”� Norah Duncan IV

As you are leaving, please place your extinguished candles in the baskets at the back of the church.

Merry Christmas!
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