
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the 

 

Sunday closest to September 28 
Proper 21 

Year A 

RCL & Trial Lectionary  

(Acts in lieu of Epistle Reading) 

Track 1 

Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 
Acts 3:1-9 
Matthew 21:23-32 

The Collect 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 

fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of 

your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Exodus 17:1-7 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the 

LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 

The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why 

do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” But the people thirsted there for water; and 

the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 

and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do 

with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of 

the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which 

you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike 

the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight 

of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled 

and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 

The Psalm 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 

Attendite, popule 

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 

incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 



2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 

I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

3 That which we have heard and known, 

and what our forefathers have told us, * 

we will not hide from their children. 

4 We will recount to generations to come 

the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, * 

and the wonderful works he has done. 

12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, * 

in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 

13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 

he made the waters stand up like walls. 

14 He led them with a cloud by day, * 

and all the night through with a glow of fire. 

15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 

and gave them drink as from the great deep. 

16 He brought streams out of the cliff, * 

and the waters gushed out like rivers. 

The Second Reading 

Acts 3:1-19 

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, at three o'clock in the 

afternoon. And a man lame from birth was being carried in. People would lay him daily at the 

gate of the temple called the Beautiful Gate so that he could ask for alms from those entering the 

temple. When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked them for alms. Peter 

looked intently at him, as did John, and said, "Look at us." And he fixed his attention on them, 

expecting to receive something from them. But Peter said, "I have no silver or gold, but what I 

have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk." And he took him 

by the right hand and raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 

Jumping up, he stood and began to walk, and he entered the temple with them, walking and 

leaping and praising God. All the people saw him walking and praising God, and they 

recognized him as the one who used to sit and ask for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; 

and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.  

While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico called 

Solomon's Portico, utterly astonished. When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, "You 

Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or 

piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the 

God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the 

presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and 

Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, 

whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name 



itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has 

given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you." And now, friends, I know that you 

acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through 

all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your 

sins may be wiped out. 

The Gospel 

Matthew 21:23-32 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 

he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 

this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 

answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John 

come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 

say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, 

‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they 

answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work 

in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 

The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 

go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 

“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 

ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 

him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you 

did not change your minds and believe him.” 

 

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets. 

The Bible texts of the Old Testament and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
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and used by permission. The Second Readings are chosen according to the lectionary created by the Consultation 

on Common Texts and approved for trial use by Bishop LaBelle in Year A 2026. They are taken from the New 
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