
Policy of the Vestry on Burial in Saint Mark’s Memorial Garden  

A portion of the churchyard at Saint Mark’s Cathedral in Seattle has been set aside and consecrated as a 
place for the burial (Committal) of cremated remains of individuals with connections to Saint Mark’s 
Cathedral. The guidelines for burial in the Saint Mark’s Memorial Garden include: 

1. Burial may be made of the cremated or composted remains of persons who are: 

• Baptized members of St. Mark’s Cathedral Parish and their immediate family members.  

• Episcopalians who are members in good standing of a congregation in the Diocese of 
Olympia (certified to the cathedral dean by the clergy-in-charge of their congregation). 

• When deemed appropriate and with the cathedral dean’s approval, other persons whose 
funeral is held at Saint Mark’s Cathedral according to the liturgical guidelines of the 
Episcopal Church.  

Note: If there is any question about the appropriateness of a proposed burial of ashes in 
the Memorial Garden, the Dean will make the final decision. 

2. Burial will be made as part of a graveside Committal service by placing the ashes directly in the 
grave. No container will be used for the ashes. 

3. The site of burial will be within the section of the churchyard set aside and consecrated as Saint 
Mark’s Memorial Garden. The specific location of the hole will be selected and dug by cathedral 
staff to minimize tree root disruption and to ensure appropriate distribution of sites over time and 
within the confines of the Memorial Garden. The hole is typically 5 inches in diameter and 10-12 
inches deep. Dirt and grass will be used to refill the hole at the conclusion of the Committal 
service.  (If remains are composted, a portion of the soil will be placed in the hole with the 
remainder going on cathedral garden beds.) 

4. Individual graves will not be marked or identified. 

5. If the family of the deceased so wishes, the name of the deceased person and their dates of birth 
and death may be engraved on a small plaque and added to a memorial board near the Memorial 
Garden. No other words, epitaphs, grave markers, flower vases, or other memorabilia are part of 
the Memorial Garden.  

6. The charge for placement of ashes in the Memorial Garden is $300 and can be pre-paid as part of 
one’s funeral planning form placed on file with the dean’s office. This charge includes the plaque if 
so chosen.  

Note: Financial assistance is available to Cathedral parish members and their family for whom 
costs for funeral and associated expenses are burdensome. Please speak to the priest 
coordinating the service to discuss such fees.  

-adopted by the Vestry of St. Mark’s Cathedral Parish, 7/22/2025 


