Saint Mark’s Cathedral, Seattle WA
CUSTOMARY FOR ACOLYTES (TORCHBEARER AND CRUCIFER)
FOR SUNDAY 9AM AND 11 AM HOLY EUCHARISTS

A Prayer for Acolytes: Gracious God, the epitome of light and love: You call us to light
the way for your people in a world of change and uncertainty. Grant to your acolytes
reverent hearts, steady hands, and the will to persevere in service at your altar and at
prayer. Amen.

Before the Service:
1. Arrive at least 15 minutes before the service.

2. Check in with the Verger, and if there is no Verger, check in with the Sacristan.

The verger wears the
purple cassock and adds
the black chimere when
the service begins.

The sacristan wears a
black cassock before the
service begins. The
sacristan adds the white
surplice for the service.
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3. Vest in a white alb (with hood) and cincture.

**Adults: if
you are
serving as
a chalice
bearer

{ AND an
acolyte,
please
vest in
whatever
works
best for
you**

Albs are white garments with hoods that lie down in the
back. The belt, or cincture, is tied around the waist and
hangs to the left. Watch instructions on how to tie a
cincture here:
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-
d&g=how+to+tie+a+cincture#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:4a7a4f8
7,vid:FsSUZV6jAzc,st:5 **we use only white cinctures
and we do not have a rule about wearing the cincture to
the right.**

Shoes must be black.

Wearing a cross or crucifix is not encouraged — it draws
attention to the acolyte rather than making the acolyte
part of the backdrop of the service.

For youth: albs are hanging in the hallway that leads up to

| the Sacristy (outside the flower room). While you are

vesting, stay in the stairwell outside of the Flower Room.

| f you need to find another alb, ask the Verger or

Sacristan to help.
For adults: please vest in the Acolyte Vesting room.

4. Ten minutes before the service begins, Crucifer lights the torches and the altar

candles.
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The Lucifer is a candle
lighting tool and has a

snuffer on the back to

extinguish candles.

Add MS’s video link here:

e The Crucifer lights lucifer at the column using

matches.

e Light the torches. Matches should be in the torch

stand.

e Carry the lucifer to the front of the altar.
e Reverence (bow) slightly.
e Light the candles on the platform. Push out more

wick and angle it down to light the wicks of the
candles.

e Light the candle by the ambo.
e Blow out the wick in the lucifer. Do not pull the wick

all the way into the lucifer. If you snuff the light by
pulling the wick back into the lucifer, you have to
make sure to fully extend it back out past the lit area
to ensure it does not melt into the lucifer. This is a
big headache. Therefore, blow the candle out
instead.

e Return to the front of the altar — reverence again.
e Return the lucifer to its stand.

5: Retrieve torches and cross.

Torchbearers - retrieve the
torches at the northwest
column.
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Five minutes before the | Fojiowing that, line up for

service begins, join th? the procession. This is
altar party for a pre-service
often when the organ

prayer in the Narthex, if : .
you would like to begins playing the prelude.
participate.

The torch bearers stand
behind and on either side
of the crucifer at the head

of the procession.

Procession and Begqin of service — 9 AM:

1. Following the verger, process towards the altar. The torch bearers walk on either side
of the crucifer.

2. The procession turns right (north) at head of center aisle;

3. At the Northwest column, place the cross and torches in their holders.

4. Move to the front pew and stand until the end of the first hymn. Pick up worship
bulletin from the pew and follow the service.

5. Follow the worship bulletin for instructions on when to stand, sit or kneel. Remember
while sitting in the pew you are serving as a liturgical minister and a leader and active
participant in our worship together. Please be a respectful and active participant
throughout the service.

6. Be ready after second reading for the Gospel procession.

Procession and Begin of service — 11 AM:

1. Following the verger, process towards the altar. The torch bearers walk on either side
of the crucifer.

2. The procession turns left (south) at head of center aisle and walks around the
Southwest column to the Northwest column, where you will place the cross and torches
in their holders.

3. Move to the front pew and stand until the end of the first hymn. Pick up worship
bulletin from the pew and follow the service.

4. Follow the worship bulletin for instructions on when to stand, sit or kneel. Remember
while sitting in the pew you are serving as a liturgical minister and a leader and active
participant in our worship together. Please be a respectful and active participant
throughout the service.

5. Be ready after second reading for the Gospel procession.

Gospel Procession:
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(Verger, two or four torches) When the verger gets
up, follow him/her to northwest column to get
torches. Crucifer does not get cross and instead will
check torch height of the torchbearers.

(No verger, two or four torches) If no verger, the
crucifer proceeds on his/her or their own.

(Procession with two torches) Follow the verger to
the middle of the center aisle. The torchbearers will

11| walk behind the crucifer. The Deacon will retrieve

the Gospel book and will join the box (with four
torches, the second set of torches hold back) follow
the procession.

step aside.

Following the verger, stop when you reach halfway down the center aisle. About
halfway down the center aisle, there is a horizontal line in the concrete floor. This is a
useful stopping place mark for crucifers without a verger.

The verger will stop and turn around, and crucifer also stops and turns around,
holding hands open to receive the Gospel book.

The Deacon will open the Gospel book and hand it to the crucifer to hold. The
torchbearers will stand on either side of the Gospel book while it is being read. At the
end of the reading, the Deacon will take the book back and both Deacon and crucifer
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No Torchbearers Two Torchbearers Four Torchbearers

We need a picture of
this and insert it here.

6a. (9 am) If there is a Children’s Chapel, the verger should “be assertive” (in a reverent
way) to return to the NW column. Basically, do not stand there waiting for all children to
pass by before moving. Instead, you should move at the same time the children are
moving.

e Crucifer and Deacon step aside.
Verger leads procession back
Crucifer follows verger
Torchbearers follow the crucifer
Deacon follows torchbearers
Return the torches to the stand

e Verger and acolytes line up and return to the pew as a group.
6b. (11 am) Follow 6a if there are two torchbearers. If there are 4 torchbearers, this is
how you go back to the NW column.
Crucifer and Deacon step aside.
Verger leads procession back
Torchbearers closest to the altar follow the Verger
Crucifer follows front torches
Deacon follows Crucifer
Second set of torches
Torchbearers and crucifer return to NW column; return the torches to the stand.
Walk back to pew in a row.

7. During the Peace, greet the people around you, starting with fellow acolytes.
¢ Youth - you may go find your family to greet them and share the peace. Greet
and maybe high-five younger kids. They are looking up to you.
8. During Communion, follow the direction of the verger or the usher to get in line to
receive communion, then return to your pew.
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9. At the closing hymn, stand up and retrieve the cross and torches. Lift the cross and
wait behind the verger; the torchbearers will be behind the cross. Follow the verger
when the procession begins.

10. Go in reverse of how you came in.

11. As the procession ends, you will be at the back of the Nave, standing in the coffee
corner; there is a darker patch of the concrete floor between the pillar and the coffee
table that is a good stopping point for crucifers. The torchbearers will stand on either
side of the cross. Keep the cross and torches high until the final blessing (where
everyone says, “Thanks be to God.”)

No Torchbearers Two Torchbearers

12. After the Dismissal, take the cross and torches back to their stands.

13. To unvest, return your alb to the hanger where you got it. If it smells or has a stain
or if you know it's been worn more than 5 times, please put the alb into the laundry
hamper for washing.

THANK YOU for serving as a liturgical minister!
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