The Lessons Appointed for Use on the

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Year A
RCL & Trial Lectionary (OT & Psalm)

Ezekiel 34:7-15
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10
Psalm 100

The Collect

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his
voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with
you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson

Ezekiel 34:7-15

Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: As I live, says the Lord GOD, because my
sheep have become a prey and my sheep have become food for all the wild animals, since there
was no shepherd, and because my shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the shepherds
have fed themselves and have not fed my sheep, therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of

the LORD: Thus says the Lord GOD: I am against the shepherds, and I will hold them accountable
for my sheep and put a stop to their feeding the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed
themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, so that they may not be food for them.

For thus says the Lord GoD: I myself will search for my sheep and will sort them out. As
shepherds sort out their flocks when they are among scattered sheep, so I will sort out my sheep.
I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and
thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries and
bring them into their own land, and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and
the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing
land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd
of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD.

The Psalm

Psalm 100
Jubilate Deo



Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands; *
serve the LORD with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The LORD himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the LORD is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

The Epistle

1 Peter 2:19-25

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when
you do right and suffer for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been called,
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in
his steps.

“He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the
cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been
healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd
and guardian of your souls.

The Gospel

John 10:1-10

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice.
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own,
he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will
not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he
was saying to them.



So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate.
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.”

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets.

The Bible texts of the Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
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used by permission. The Old Testament lessons and Psalms are chosen according to the lectionary created by
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The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Adapted from The Lectionary Page: http://lectionarypage.net



