
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Year A 

RCL & Trial Lectionary (OT & Psalm) 

Ezekiel 34:1-7a 
1 Peter 3:13-22 
John 14:15-21 
Psalm 115 

The Collect 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things 
and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson 

Ezekiel 34:1-7a 

The word of the Lord came to me: Mortal, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy 
and say to them: To the shepherds—thus says the Lord God: Woe, you shepherds of Israel who 
have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? You eat the fat; you clothe 
yourselves with the wool; you slaughter the fatted calves, but you do not feed the sheep. You 
have not strengthened the weak; you have not healed the sick; you have not bound up the 
injured; you have not brought back the strays; you have not sought the lost, but with force and 
harshness you have ruled them. So they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and 
scattered they became food for all the wild animals. My sheep were scattered; they wandered 
over all the mountains and on every high hill; my sheep were scattered over all the face of the 
earth, with no one to search or seek for them. 

The Psalm 

Psalm 115 
Non nobis, Domine 

Not to us, O LORD, not to us, 
but to your Name give glory; * 
    because of your love and because of your faithfulness. 

  
Why should the heathen say, * 
    "Where then is their God?" 



  
Our God is in heaven; * 
    whatever he wills to do he does. 
  
Their idols are silver and gold, * 
    the work of human hands. 
  
They have mouths, but they cannot speak; * 
    eyes have they, but they cannot see; 
  
They have ears but they cannot hear; * 
    noses, but they cannot smell; 
 
They have hands, but they cannot feel; 
   feet, but they cannot walk; * 
       they make no sound with their throat. 
  
Those who make them are like them, * 
    and so are all who put their trust in them. 
  
O Israel, trust in the LORD; * 
    he is their help and their shield. 
  
O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD; * 
    he is their help and their shield. 
  
You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD; * 
    he is their help and their shield. 
  
The LORD has been mindful of us, and he will bless us; * 
    he will bless the house of Israel; 
    he will bless the house of Aaron; 
  
He will bless those who fear the LORD, * 
    both small and great together. 
  
May the LORD increase you more and more, * 
    you and your children after you. 
  
May you be blessed by the LORD, * 
    the maker of heaven and earth. 
  
The heaven of heavens is the LORD'S, * 
    but he entrusted the earth to its peoples. 
  
The dead do not praise the LORD, * 



    nor all those who go down into silence; 
  
But we will bless the LORD, * 
    from this time forth for evermore. 
    Hallelujah! 

The Epistle 

1 Peter 3:13-22 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone 
who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who 
abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for 
doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also 
suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. 
He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and 
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, 
eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves 
you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand 
of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

The Gospel 

John 14:15-21 

Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, 
because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved 
by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

 

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets. 



The Bible texts of the Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 
1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA and 
used by permission. The Old Testament lessons and Psalms are chosen according to the lectionary created by 
the Consultation on Common Texts and approved for trial use by Bishop LaBelle in Year A, 2026. The Old 
Testament lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition of the Bible. 

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 

Adapted from The Lectionary Page: http://lectionarypage.net 
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